
 

 

Felch Michigan January 3, 2012 

The regular meeting of the Felch Township Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor Robert 

Mattson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.  Roll call indicated that members Marilyn 

Steinbrecher, Darrell Oman, Thomas Harteau and Kevin Sundholm were present.  Absent:  None.  Also 

present at the meeting: Fire Chief Wille and Brian Johnson. 

Citizens Time.  No one addressed the board. 

Review and approval of the Agenda, D Oman made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with 

the following items added:  14 a) To accept or decline a rider to the Townships insurance plan for 

Terrorism, and; 14 b)  Deadline for property tax collection.  Support M. Steinbrecher.   All in voted in 

favor, none opposed, motion Passed. 

Reviewed the minutes from the December 5th Regular Township Board Meeting and on a Motion from K. 

Sundholm to approve the minutes as presented, Supported by T. Harteau.   All voted in favor of the 

motion.  Opposed none, motion passed. 

The Treasures Report was reviewed and K. Sundholm made a motion to accept the report as presented 

and place on file, support D. Oman, All voted in favor of the motion, none opposed.  Motion Passed. 

Review of the bills a motion was made by M. Steinbrecher to pay the bills supported by T. Harteau.  All 

voted in favor, none opposed. Motion Passed. 

Fire Department Report:  Chief Wille stated that there were no emergency calls for service. That the fire 

department members met and as a result of that meeting the department recommends that the board 

purchase emergency lights, a siren control and a speaker for the water tanker truck from Charles L.  

Nussbaumer for the amount of $275.00.  T. Harteau made a motion to purchase the recommended 

lighting, supported by M. Steinbrecher; all voted in favor, none opposed, motion passed. 

Custodian / Maintenance report:  Brian Johnson reported that because of ice, the ground is slippery at 

the waste transfer station.  Brain was instructed to go to the school and get an old barrel and fill it with 

sand and to keep the area sanded so it is not slippery.  Brain requested permission to give Gerald 

Laufffer of Nordic Plumbing a key to the building so that Brian does not have to meet him at the 

community center when he is hired to do plumbing work.  Brian was given permission to give a key to 

the building to Gerald with the understanding that Gerald cannot give the key to anyone else and he 

must turn it back in when finished working at the center.  Brian pointed out the Rob Challancin has a key 

to the building and did not turn it back in when he was finished working on the building.  Bob Mattson 

stated he will get the key back from Rob.  Brian mentioned that the baseball teams have a key to the 

dump, Kevin stated that as long as they don’t give the key to someone they can keep the key for next 

season.  Brain asked if he should purchase an artificial Christmas tree from WalMart for use outside the 

Community Center next year.  Now is the time to buy one as they are on sale.  After discussion it was 

felt that we should continue to purchase a tree locally rather than purchase an artificial tree.  Brain 



 

 

mentioned the ice comes off the roof and lands on the deck and sidewalk in front of the doors.  Bob 

stated we would look at options for a roof during our next year budget discussions. 

A written resolution was offered by K. Sundholm, supported by M. Steinbrecher to amend the Felch 

Townships 401 (a) Group Pension Plan as follows:   To change the normal retirement age from age 65 to 

60. Effective January 4, 2012.   A roll call vote:  T. Harteau- Yes, D. Oman- Yes, K. Sundholm – Yes, M. 

Steinbrecher – Yes, R. Mattson – Yes.  All members were present and signed the resolution.  D. Oman is 

to forward a copy of the signed Resolution to the John Hancock Retirement Plan Services. 

The US Attorney’s Office requests to use the Township Board Room to hold depositions on Thursday 

January 5, 2012.  Supervision Mattson granted permission to use the room, citing it will provide them 

privacy. 

Iron Range Farm Bureau was granted permission to use the community center at no-cost to hold a CPR 

training class. 

A discussion was held about buying community center supplies, such as sidewalk salt, cleaning supplies, 

plastic trash bags, through or with, the North Dickinson County School.  This would provide a savings to 

the township because of the discounts the school gets due to purchasing volume.  It also addresses the 

requirement of co-operative efforts between schools and units of government to consolidate services 

whenever possible.  We will look at more options during our budget discussions for next fiscal year. 

Community Center temperature concerns.  Bob Mattson will ask UP. Plumbing and Heating about the 

cost of a programmable thermostat that will allow programming of heat by day of the week and times 

during the day.  Currently the building temperature is set at 67 degrees during the times it is occupied 

and 65 degrees when it is not occupied.  Bob mentioned he thinks the OSHA temperature standard for 

an occupied room is 68 degrees. 

After discussion K. Sundholm made a motion to decline Terrorism Insurance Coverage offered by the 

Townships Insurance Carrier.  Supported by M. Steinbrecher.  It was noted by D. Oman that Hannula 

Agency reported that 99% have rejected this coverage.  All vote in favor.   Opposed none, motion 

passed. 

D. Oman made a motion to extend the property tax payment deadline to February 29, 2012, supported 

by M. Steinbrecher; all voted in favor, and opposed none.  Motion passed. 

Board member privilege:  M. Steinbrecher presented a copy of a letter from the DNR to the Dickinson 

County Treasure that states “Based on current legislative appropriations, payments have to be prorated 

per acre of “Swamp-Land Tax.”    It appears that the state legislature has reduced the amount of 

payment to local units of government from $2.00 per acre down to $1.50 per acre.  The state makes 

payments to local government per acre of state owned land instead of paying property taxes.  This 

legislative action will reduce the amount they are paying in-lieu of taxes to Felch Township in the 

amount of $15,495.00. 

T. Harteau reminded that the MTA meeting will be held on January 16th 7:00 p.m. at Waucedau Twp. 



 

 

D. Oman presented a copy of a Public Notice from the State of Michigan Department of Environmental 

Quality File Number 11-22-0023-P.  A permit application has been received from Aquila Resources USA, 

Inc. of Menominee, MI for the construction of temporary access roads through wetlands for the purpose 

of accessing exploratory drilling locations during the winter months in Felch Township north of Turner 

Road.  On a motion by K. Sundholm, supported by D. Oman the Township Board supports and 

encourages the approval of the requested permits.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion approved. 

There being no further business being brought before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn 

supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 

6:53 p.m. 

 

 

Darrell J. Oman, 
Clerk 


