
 

FELCH TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING December 2, 2013 

Supervisor Mattson called to order the meeting of the Felch Township Board at 6:00 p.m. 

The pledge of allegiance was recited by all in attendance. 

Roll call:  Present – Mr. Wille, Mrs. Steinbrecher, Mr. Sundholm, Mr. Mattson and Mr. Oman.  Also 

present - Mr.  Henry DeGroot Twp. Assessor, Mr. Thomas Harteau and Mr. Brian Johnson of Felch, State 

Police Trooper G. Basanese arrived at 6:25 p.m. 

Citizen’s time:  No one addressed the board. 

The agenda was discussed and on a motion by K. Sundholm supported by M. Steinbrecher to approve.  

All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion approved. 

The November 4th, 2013 Minutes of the Townships Regular Board Meeting were reviewed by all board 

members.   Supervisor Mattson declared the minutes approved unless objection.  No one voiced an 

objection, the Supervisor then declared the minutes approved.  

Treasures Report reviewed.  Motion by D. Oman to accept report and place on file, Support G. Wille All 

in favor, opposed none, motion carried. 

Review and Payment of bills- Note being made that the WE Energies bill for this month did not include a 

charge for Street Lighting.  This will likely cause the next bill to be higher.  G. Wille made a motion to pay 

the bills, supported by M. Steinbrecher,   All voted in favor, opposed none, motion approved. 

Fire Department Report:   No fires to report.  Chief Wille reported the department responded to one 

accident vehicle vs. Power Pole, the power pole was snapped and the department provided traffic 

control until the Power Company arrived on scene.  He also reported that the pickup truck from 

Enbridge has not been received and that he has not had any updates.  

Custodian’s report:  Brian reports that one of the lights at the recycling center is not working.  It is up on 

a pole and he cannot climb the pole to repair the light.  Supervisor Mattson will contact Jim Challancin 

to see if he can repair the light.  Brain reported an odor in the building again. He checked the propane 

tanks.  One is empty and the other is at 60% he was under the impression that the tanks were not going 

to be allowed to run empty.   It is possible the odor is due to one tank being empty.  D. Oman will check 

with Naser about the odor and keeping them full.  The Pickup truck needs servicing.  G. Wille will 

arrange for BZ Auto to service the Fire Department / Plow pickup truck. 

Cemetery Sexton Report:  Mr. Harteau again asked for the address to the Cemetery.  He explained that 

out of town people ask for it, that way they can punch the address into a GPS and find the cemetery.  R. 

Mattson will look up the address and get an address sign up on the building.  T. Harteau also requested 

that board members meet with him on Saturday December 7th at 11:00 a.m. to look over the trees that 

need to be removed and give him approval for each tree to be removed.  Mr. Harteau was previously 

given permission by the board to remove the trees that are dead due to disease at no cost to the 



 

township in exchange for Mr. Harteau keeping the wood.  Mr. Harteau wants to get working on it now 

that the ground is frozen before too much snow arrives. 

M. Steinbrecher made a motion to accept North Dickinson Schools proposal for $2.50 per parcel 

collection fees payable to the township for collection of taxes, motion supported by G. Wille.  Mattson, 

Sundholm, Steinbrecher, Wille all voted in favor, D. Oman abstained from voting citing a desire to avoid 

any possible or perceived conflict as an employee of the school.   4 yeses- 1 abstain.  Motion approved. 

Schedule a date for December Board of Review meeting.  The date was set as December 10, 2013 6:30 

p.m. at the Felch Township Community Center.  Mr. DeGroot was in agreement with said meeting date 

and time.  Mr. DeGroot will provide the required posting information to Supervisor Mattson who will 

publicly post the meeting.  

R. Mattson had a proposal from Benoits Locks in the amount of $758.50 to replace the lock on the fire 

hall man door and replace the lock on the Vault with commercial locks.  D.Oman made a motion to 

authorize R. Mattson to proceed with the work, supported by M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor. 

Opposed none.   

The clerk reports that a notice was received from the SSA, stating that there is a discrepancy in payroll 

withholdings.  The Clerk reports that he believes that the issue is FICA taxes in previous years were 

withheld from a township employee and the employer share of FICA was paid by the township.  After a 

review of laws related to the subject and review of some past records; It is the clerks opinion that FICA 

should not have been withheld or paid on the employee due to the law related to the public retirement 

plan adopted by the township years ago.  The law does not allow for FICA withholding or wages earned 

to count towards earned income for social security purposes for elected officials or the custodian.  D. 

Oman made a motion permit the clerk to deal with the SSA and the affected employee to answer 

questions and resolve the issue to the satisfaction of SSA and the affected employee; also to amend the 

budget in the amount not to exceed $1,900.00 if needed to repay excessive FICA withholding to the 

employee pending a refund determination for excessive withholding to the township from the IRS/Social 

Security.  Supported by M. Steinbrecher, all voted in favor, and opposed none.  Approval 

granted/budget amended.  

Citizens Time:  Trooper Basanese introduced himself.  He stated he is representing the State Police and 

is attending township meetings throughout the area to find out what is going on in the communities and 

he asked if there were any concerns or questions.   K. Sundholm reported that there has been some 

vandalism of signs on the Groveland Mine road and to some private property gates in that area.  T. 

Harteau asked him if the State Police could help get a right turn lane built on M69 onto County Road 

581.  The township board thanked Mr. Basanese for attending the meeting. It is nice to see the State 

Police having interest in our community. 

Board Member Privilege:  

 



 

K. Sundholm reported that there is a broken window in the press box at the big ball field.  He said it 

needs to be fixed or covered up with plywood or something so that it does not get rain and snow inside 

this winter. 

K. Sundholm stated that he personally received a blight complaint regarding a residence with too many 

old cars in the yard in Theodore.  He stated that he believes they are in the road right of way.   R. 

Mattson stated the township does not have a blight ordinance for old cars. Mr. Mattson agreed to 

contact the resident to see what can be done about the cars. 

K. Sundholm stated that he believes that people are going around the gate and dumping unauthorized 

items at the recycling area.   K. Sundholm suggested that we look into getting the area completely 

fenced in to protect against this.  D. Oman suggested installing a couple of trail cameras so the 

perpetrators could be caught and cited for trespass and littering.  Supervisor Mattson stated that Mr. 

John Fuchs shall be summoned to attend the next township board meeting so he can provide input. 

D. Oman reported that he met with Anderson Tackman CPA firm of Iron Mountain.  They assisted in 

correcting an accounting procedural error that he has made in the Township General Fund Accounting; 

they provided some consultation related to annual financial statement preparation and payroll tax 

withholding.  D. Oman reports he has not received the written recommendations or invoices from them 

yet. 

D. Oman reported that he went up and looked at the roof as it relates to leaking.  The recommendation 

is that the roof needs a reputable roofer.  Supervisor Mattson has agreed to contact Markell Roofing and 

ask them to come out and look at it and offer suggestions and perhaps a proposal to fix it. 

D. Oman stated there is a supper club auction in Gladstone and that he will attend if possible as they 

have a stainless 3 compartment kitchen sink being auctioned that may work for a replacement in the 

kitchen, unless there is an objection.  If it will work and it is in good shape D. Oman would buy it if he 

deems it a reasonable value. R. Mattson stated that he will go to the auction if possible with D. Oman.  

With no further business being properly before the board, D. Oman made a motion supported by K. 

Sundholm to adjourn.  All voted in favor, opposed none. Supervisor declared the meeting adjourned at 

7:25 p.m. 

 

 

Darrell J. Oman, 
Felch Township Clerk 


