
 

 

Minutes of the Felch Township Board Meeting March 4, 2013 

Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor Mattson.  All recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call indicated all were present at the meeting:  G. Wille, M. Steinbrecher, K. Sundholm, R. Mattson, and D. Oman.  

Also present:  Brian Johnson, Thomas Harteau, James Peterson all of Felch Township and Henry DeGroot Assessor 

for Felch Township. 

Citizens Time was offered.  Mr. James Peterson addressed the board.  His concern was with the condition of the 

small baseball field.  The infield and outfield are in poor condition.  After some discussion Mr. Peterson agreed to 

provide the board with more specifics of updates that are needed along with cost estimates.  Mr. Peterson agreed 

to consult with the other coaches to see if the township provided materials if the ball teams would provide the labor.   

Review and approval of the Agenda:   A motion to approve the agenda was made by D. Oman,  with the addition of 

5 (a) Cemetery, 5(b) Jct of 581 and M69, 5 (c) Assessor, B.O.R. and Setting of Truth in Taxation and Budget Meeting., 

11 (a) Budget review and amendments as needed.  Support K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor. 

Mr. Thomas Harteau addressed the cemetery issues.  Specific concerns were 1.  The sign near the entry has fallen 

over and he would like to replace it.  This was approved provided it is done correctly.  Cemented in with treated 

timbers and landscaped around the sign to provide a neat appearance at the entry of the cemetery.  2.  The roof on 

the building has loose screws.  Mr. Harteau is willing to correct the problem.  3.  The current fee paid to dig a grave 

is $250.00.  The grave fees are paid to the funeral homes and then paid to Mr. Harteau.  Mr. Harteau plans to increase 

the fees to $300.00 per grave.  He states that all area cemeteries have fees higher than $300.00.  Mr. Harteau wanted 

to know if the board agreed to his fee increases.  The board did not object to Mr. Harteau increasing his fees.  It is 

noted that the fees are between funeral homes and Mr. Harteau. 

Kevin Sundholm addressed a safety concern with the 581 and M69 intersection especially the west bound lane.  He 

made a motion that the township shall submit a letter to MDOT requesting a turn lane from M69 onto 581 due to 

safety issues.  His motion was supported by M. Steinbrecher.  The result of the following discussion was that the 

township clerk shall draft a formal letter from the township board to MDOT requesting the turn lane.  All voted in 

favor, opposed none.  Motion approved. 

Mr. DeGroot stated that a B.O.R. organizational meeting be scheduled for Thursday March 7, 2013 at 6 p.m. CST at 

the Felch Community Center.  No objections.  The meeting does not need to be posted.  Then Mr. DeGroot pointed 

out that the Truth in Taxation Hearing needs to be scheduled.  On a motion from D. Oman the Truth and Taxation 

hearing and Budget Meeting be held on Monday March 25, 2013 at the Felch Community Center 6 p.m. , supported 

by M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion approved. 

Mr. Wille made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 4, 2013 regular meeting of the Felch Township 

Board as written.  Support K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion approved. 

Treasures Report was reviewed.  D. Oman made a motion to accept the treasures report and place on file, supported 

by G. Wille.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion approved. 

Review of bills.  The clerk presented an invoice that was received from Becks Ornamental and Turf of Norway 

Michigan.  The invoice was for services on October 6, of 2012.  The statement shows the township is in excess of 120 

days late in payment of said invoice, and interest charges have been added.  After discussion of the invoice, the Clerk 

was directed to write a letter to Becks refusing payment of said invoice.  There is no record of retaining the services 

of this company, nor is there any personal knowledge of any board member authorizing work.  Nor anyone was 



 

 

having knowledge of Becks doing work at the township in Oct 2012.   The September 2012 minutes of the board 

specifically state the board voted not to have chemicals applied to the field and the board authorized an alternate 

means of having weed killer applied.  Furthermore the clerk is directed to advise Becks in writing that if they did in-

fact apply chemicals to the township field they did so without the permission or knowledge of the property owners.  

This is not taken likely by the board.  K. Sundholm made a motion to pay all bills presented with the exception of the 

invoice presented by Becks of Norway.  The motion was supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  

Motion approved. 

Fire Department Report:  Chief Wille reported that one call for fire was received on Feb 20, 2013 at about 1 p.m. in 

the kitchen at Solberg’s Bar.  The fire was extinguished by employees prior to the department’s arrival.  The 

department has asked the DNR to modify the acceptable use of the grant funds previously approved.  The tank 

project that the department was approved for has proved to be not necessary.  They are requesting that they be 

authorized to purchase a pump for the tanker. 

Custodial Report:  The small light on a pole at the dump is out and will need to be fixed.  There is a light in the parking 

lot that goes on and off.  Brian was directed to contact WE Energies to have them fix it.  The lawn mower needs to 

be checked out before the grass season starts.  Especially after the fireworks explosion that occurred under the 

mower deck last summer.   The belt keeps falling off.   It was suggested that the mower be taken to Halls True Value 

in Norway where it was purchased to be readied for the season.  We may want to think about staining the deck this 

summer.  Perhaps Teen Serve can paint the deck and do work out by the baseball fields.  Also the Teen Serve is 

having a fund raiser at the Felch Community Center.   There is no fee for renting the hall unless objection by the 

board is raised.  None was; so it is approved.   

Board of Review dates are established as follows:  March 11, 2013 9a.m-12 and 1 p.m.-4 p.m. then on March 13, 

2013 from 3 p.m. – 9 p.m.  Mr. Mattson will ensure the posting is completed in the community. 

Budget Review:  A review of expenses and revenues was completed.  It is noted that while some line items are over 

budget overall the expenses are slightly less than what was budgeted for the fiscal year.  The revenues are higher 

than budgeted.  No amendment of the budget was proposed.  D. Oman requested that he be authorized to purchase 

a copier for the clerks use.  The cost estimate is $1,200.00.  M. Steinbrecher made a motion to authorize the clerk to 

purchase a copier as needed.  Supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion approved. 

Board Member Privileges:  D. Oman presented a list of projects that have been discussed over the past year so board 

members can review them prior to the budget meeting at the end of the month.  K. Sundholm suggested that Brian 

keep an eye on the spring breakup and close the road by the ball fields to the dump if it becomes muddy out.  M. 

Steinbrecher brought a request for a donation by the North Dickinson All Night Grad Party and suggested a donation 

in the amount of $50.00 from the township.   Supervisor Mattson approved the donation unless objection is voiced.  

None was; a donation shall be sent forthwith. 

Being no further business being before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn.  Supported by K. Sundholm.  

The meeting adjourned at 7:04 p.m. 

Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Twp. Clerk 

 


