
 

 

Felch Michigan April 2, 2012 

The regular meeting of the Felch Township Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor Robert 

Mattson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.  Roll call indicated that members Marilyn 

Steinbrecher, Darrell Oman, Thomas Harteau and Kevin Sundholm were present.  Absent:  None.  Also 

present at the meeting:  Fire Chief Greg Wille, Asst. Fire Chief Scott Curran, Mrs. Inez Gustafson and 

Brian Johnson.  

Citizens Time:  No one addressed the board. 

Review and approval of the Agenda;  D. Oman made a motion to approve the agenda  the motion was 

supported by M. Steinbrecher;   All in voted in favor, none opposed, motion passed. 

Reviewed the minutes from the March 6, 2012 Regular Township Board Meeting, the March 20, 2012 

Special Board Work Session Meeting and the March 26th Truth in Taxation and Budget Hearing Special 

Meeting.  A motion from T. Harteau to approve the minutes as presented, Supported by K. Sundholm.   

All voted in favor of the motion.  Opposed none, motion passed. 

The Treasures Report was reviewed and D. Oman made a motion to accept the report as presented and 

place on file, support T. Harteau, All voted in favor of the motion, none opposed.  Motion Passed. 

After review of the bills, a motion was made by K. Sundholm to pay the bills supported by M. 

Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor, none opposed. Motion Passed. 

Fire Department Report:  Chief Wille stated that the department responded to five calls.  3/10 2:15 p.m. 

called to provide traffic control for roughly five hours after M69 was shut down due to a semi vs. pickup 

truck which included a fatality.  3/14 1:13 p.m. West Branch Twp. provided mutual aid for hay bales and 

farm equipment fire at the John Cootware Farm.   3/18 Grass Fire at the Paul Sheldon residence approx. 

¼ acre the fire was out upon FD arrival.  3/24 approx. 4:30 p.m. a passerby reported to 911 dispatch a 

grass fire at the Don Mattson residence.  Upon arrival proper burning was occurring and Mr. Mattson 

had a burn permit. 3/25 approx. 12 noon, called to a brush fire behind Frank Neumann’s in downtown 

Felch spread and caught the grass on fire that was burning towards Solberg Bar.  The grass and brush 

fires were extinguished by the dept.  It was discovered that Mr. Neumann was burning brush, tires, a 

boat, clothes and construction materials such as carpet.  Burning permits were not being issued, as 

outdoor burning was banned on the day in question.  The DNR was contacted by the department and a 

request for the CO’s to issue a citation was made. 

Chief Wille presented a contract proposal from Wolverine Fireworks to consider for the 4th of July.  Upon 

review of the contract it was felt that the event is a very big success well received by the citizens and 

visitors of our area.  The department was complimented on the excellent program.  M. Steinbrecher 

made a motion to approve the contract in the amount of $1,675.00 payable by the township and 

$525.00 to be paid by the members of the Fire Department supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in 

favor of the motion, Opposed: None.  Motion passed. 



 

 

D. Oman was directed to write West Branch and Breen Townships and ask them to contribute to this 

event, as it is enjoyed by citizens and visitors of all three townships. 

Custodian / Maintenance report:  Brian presented a list of items to consider.  A smell of propane gas in 

the building was reported.  One of the two gas tanks was at 5% and it is assumed that Naser Propane Co. 

filled the tank and resolved the smell.  We need a copier as our machine is not working.  Supervisor 

Mattson reported that he delivered a used copier/fax from the Casino that can be used for now.  The 

lawn mower needs to be taken to the Nordic Trading Post to be checked over and readied for the 

upcoming lawn mowing.  D. Oman is to haul it there and back.  Brian asked when the big dumpster will 

be at the township waste transfer facility.  D. Oman was directed to contact Waste Management and try 

to arrange for the dumpster to be delivered so it is available April 18th. 

Mrs. Inez Gustafson of Rideouts Road in Breen Township presented a letter requesting the use of the 

Felch Township Community Center on May 19, 2012 for the purposes of a fund raising benefit for the 

Erin Carlson family of Finntown Road in Breen Township. Together Mrs. Gustafson and Mrs. Hammer of 

Foster City will be the responsible party for the building.   D. Oman made a motion to approve the use of 

the facility at no-cost, supported by M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor, Opposed: None.  Motion 

Passed. 

D. Oman presented information, features, options and a summary of the quotes he has received for the 

replacement of the stove in the big kitchen.  M. Steinbrecher made a motion to authorize D.Oman to 

purchase a commercial rated 10 burner, two oven range that meets the needs of the township and is 

most financially advantageous to the township.  Supported by T. Harteau all voted in favor, opposed: 

None.  Motion passed. 

A request from John Fuchs of Felch was received by D. Oman and presented to the board.  Mr. Fuchs 
requested payment for 20 hours of labor for cutting of trees along 12th Ave.  in Felch.  The request was 
tabled as Mr. Fuchs was requested by D. Oman to attend tonight’s meeting to discuss his request but he 
did not appear. 
 
Supervisor Mattson discussed with the board the repair project involving the deteriorated wall of the 
post office that needs to be fixed/replaced.  It was agreed that Mr. Mattson will advertise the project 
and set a meeting time and day with interested contractors and conduct a mandatory walk-through of 
the project.  The project will be bid out on a time and materials basis.   The township board will provide 
project management.  The reason for a time and materials basis is because there is no-way to bid the 
project as a “lump sum” because it would be impossible to project the labor or materials cost of the 
project until the wall is opened up and the water damage is looked at.  Mr. Mattson will also inform and 
coordinate the project with the US Postal Service. 
 
An opportunity for citizens to address the board was provided.  No one addressed the board. 
 
K. Sundholm stated we need to have the mechanical room lock changed so that only Master Keys can 
open it.  No one other than authorized personnel should access the mechanical room.  He also stated 
that the door needs to be kept shut to reduce combustion odors from the boilers and hot water heater 
from leaving the room into the community center.  Supervisor Mattson directed Brian to reinstall the 



 

 

door closure that he previously removed.  D. Oman was directed to look at getting the lock re-keyed for 
Mater Keys only. 
 
M. Steinbrecher reported that she is still waiting for a final settlement from the County Treasures office.  
She suspects it is taking longer than past years because of a new County Treasure this year. 
 
D. Oman reported that the students at North Dickinson have completed the sign for the dump. Mr. 
Nurmi and students from North Dickinson School will hang the sign on the waste transfer building this 
week. 
 
There being no further business being brought before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn 

supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 

7:33 p.m. 

 

 

Darrell J. Oman, 
Clerk 


