
 

 

Minutes Felch Township Regular Board Meeting May 5, 2014 

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Mattson at 6:00 p.m. and The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited 

Roll call:  Mr. Wille, Mrs. Steinbrecher, Mr. Sundholm, Mr. Mattson and Mr. Oman were all present.  No 

one was absent.  Also in attendance were Fire Chief Brian Anderson, Custodian Mr. Brian Johnson, 

Cemetery Sexton Tom Harteau, and Mr. Darwin Dixon of Felch Mountain. 

Mr. Darwin Dixon addressed the board during citizen time.  Mr. Dixon pointed out that nothing that he 

brought to the boards attention last year was addressed.  The sticker in the window of the fire hall, dirty 

windows in the fire hall, the hole in the wall where the old pay phone was, door frames on the dump 

building and cemetery building are still not painted.  Also street signs are bent around town; the signs at 

the cemetery are falling over. 

The agenda was reviewed and approved. 

K. Sundholm made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2014 regular board meeting, 

support, M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion approved. 

The Treasures report was reviewed and on a motion by D. Oman supported by G. Willie to accept the 

report as presented and place on file.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion approved. 

Review of bills - M. Steinbrecher supported by K. Sundholm a motion to pay the bills.  All voted in favor, 

opposed none.  Motion approved. 

Fire Department Report:  Chief Anderson stated that the Fireman’s party was a huge success.  

 A new lock is needed for the communication tower building as the keys were lost and it had to be 

broken into to do maintenance.  Chief Anderson will pick up the lock and replace it, providing a key to 

the township offices.  

 Anderson presented mileage records for Jay Peterson 1,518 and Jeff Anderson 596 miles.  M. 

Steinbrecher made a motion to reimburse them mileage at the standard township rate of .40/mile, 

supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor of the motion, opposed none.  The motion was approved.  

D. Oman made a motion to pay a stipend in the amount of $250.00 to Mr. Peterson and Mr. Anderson 

as a token of appreciation for completion of the Firefighter certification course as has been past practice 

of the township board.  The motion was supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  

Motion was approved. 

The total for the township to contribute to baseball has not been resolved.   Brian Anderson will get the 

amount to the clerk so payment can be sent out. 

Custodian Report:  The newer Chevrolet pick-up has a whining noise coming from the back.  A quote was 

given by Twin City Service, Inc. of Iron Mountain for $500-$600.00 to replace the differential carrier and 

pinion bearings, seals and synthetic grease.  The cover should be replaced, leaking through rust.  D. 



 

 

Oman will ask BZ Auto to provide a quote for the same services and then make a decision on where to 

get it fixed and Git-r-done. 

The plate before the post office entry door threshold has rotted out.  Bob Mattson will look at it and 

determine what needs to be done to fix it. 

Gravel should be considered on the roads in the township complex this summer.  

The DIISCA staff is having problems with the ovens on the new commercial stove.  D. Oman will contact 

the vendor the stove was purchased from to inquire about warranty and arrange to get it fixed. 

Suggested the township not rent the Port-A-Johns out by the ball diamonds after July 4th in an effort to 

save money on the cost of the toilets.  If the Labor Day baseball tournament is held this year and if they 

want outhouses for that event they can always request that they be returned. 

BOSS/Systems worked on our boss plow and solved the problem with it being so hard to connect and 

disconnect from the truck.  A thank you is in order.  D. Oman will send them a letter on behalf of the 

board. 

Discussion about hiring part time summer help again this summer was held.  It was agreed that D. Oman 

will advertise for applicants at the school.  This year we must have a list and figure out who will 

supervise the employee.  That was a problem last summer.  D. Oman will forward the list of projects 

from last summer to all township board members.  Applicants will be discussed at the next meeting. 

Update on Roofing Project.  Only one proposal was received.  Lake State Roofing submitted a proposal 

with Dura-Last roofing system.  Markell Roofing did not respond.  Because we only received one 

proposal the issue is tabled until next meeting.  Bob Mattson will follow up to see if there are more 

commercial roofing companies that may be interested in submitting a proposal and will try and find out 

why Markell did not provide a proposal.  D. Oman will let Lake State Roofing know it is tabled. 

Gravel work on the shoulders.  R. Mattson reported that as soon as the road weight restrictions are 

lifted the road commission will start on the shoulder work that they delayed last fall. 

Communications about the Felch Grade / Foster City Bridge was provided to us by the Road 

Commission.  No action –information only. 

Cemetery:  Tom Harteau wanted to explain his schedule for the preparing the cemetery for Memorial 

Day holiday.  He trims with the gas powered trimmer on Wednesday and Thursday.  Then he mows 

Friday and Saturday with Sunday as a rain day to finish up before Memorial Day.  Further discussion 

about ideas for improving the appearance of the cemetery was also discussed and possible future 

projects.  Some ideas have been received; the board welcomes suggestions for improvements. 

Citizens Time:  Mr. Dixon addressed the board with the following concerns and statements:  Theodore 

needs to be cleaned up.  There is a big pile of garbage west of where Lillian Mattson lived; the logging 

truck being parked in front of Gustafson’s house is starting to break up the blacktop, what is the zoning 



 

 

about minimum land for having/pasturing livestock.  There are horses in the yard of a house on Dixon 

Road, Junk Vehicles around town.  What is being done with the planning commission?  Mr. Mattson will 

visit these areas and address them. 

Board Member Privilege: 

D. Oman- A resolution for the FICA issue has been received from Anderson Tackman Co.  The same has 

been signed and sent US Certified mail to the SSA.  An employee was refunded FICA taxes withheld in 

error and a claim for refund of the same has been made to the SSA. 

The large dumpster will be dropped off on May 9th. 

A request was received from the N.D. Senior Class All Night Graduation Party.  M. Steinbrecher made a 

motion to donate $50.00 supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion 

approved. 

D. Oman replaced the flag on the community center flag pole, it was in disgraceful condition.  The flag 

put up on the pole was ordered for the cemetery.  The post office is supposed to replace the flag.  

However if it is not received within a week D. Oman will order another flag to ensure we have one for 

cemetery. 

At 5:50 p.m. the election commission will meet just prior to next month’s meeting to appoint election 

inspectors.  They will need to go to training again in July, just prior to the August primary election. 

The Clerks now must be accredited (New Election Laws), continuing education will also be required. This 

will likely generate additional training expenses. 

G. Willie reminded everyone that the Township Association meeting will be hosted by Felch on May 19th.  

Social starts at 6:30 p.m. with the meeting starting at 7 p.m. 

M. Steinbrecher suggested that the fire number / address list be updated.  Perhaps this is a good 

summer job for someone.  D. Oman will advertise at the school to see if someone with skills in excel and 

or data base is interested in the temporary job. 

K. Sundholm.  There have been two occasions that he has been at the store and an employee has come 

in during work hours to purchase items.  The employee needs to be instructed to stay at work during 

business hours not go to the store.  B. Mattson will discuss/address this with the employee. 

No further business being brought before the board; D. Oman made a motion to adjourn, supported by 

K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, none opposed.  The Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

 

Darrell Oman, Clerk 


