
 

 

Felch Michigan June 4, 2012 

The regular meeting of the Felch Township Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor Robert 

Mattson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.  Roll call indicated that members Marilyn 

Steinbrecher, Darrell Oman, Thomas Harteau and Kevin Sundholm were present.  Absent:  None.  Also 

present at the meeting:  Fire Chief Greg Wille, Brian Johnson, Sarah Swiss, Judy Yelsky and her sister 

Lauren.  

Review and approval of the Agenda;  D. Oman made a motion to approve the agenda with additional 

items 5 (a) Interview and act on recommendation to hire Miss Sara Swiss as a temporary part time 

summer helper. .  9 a) Custodial Report.    13) Ball Field.  13 b)  Copier .  The motion to approve as 

amended was supported by M. Steinbrecher;   All in voted in favor, none opposed, motion passed. 

Citizens Time:  Ms. Judy Yelsky and her sister Lauren introduced themselves as the daughters of one of 

the four owners of Michigan Mining.  The group (Michigan Mining) owns the former Groveland Mine 

site.  They stated they have been exploring possible options for the development of the old mine.  They 

have met with ELS Railroad and the UP Rep of the Michigan Economic Development.  They extended an 

invitation to township board to contact them and to join them in a tour of the site and discuss further 

possibilities for the site. 

Miss Sarah Swiss was introduced by D. Oman as a candidate for the summer temporary position.  She 

was interviewed by members of the board.  K. Sundholm made a motion to hire Miss Swiss .  D. Oman 

shall work out a schedule for her to work starting next Monday.  She is scheduled to work until all jobs 

on the list are completed.  Supported by T. Harteau, All voted in favor of the motion, Opposed none, 

motion passed.  

The Minutes of the May 7th meeting were reviewed.  T. Harteau made a motion to accept the minutes as 

printed, supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor of the motion, none opposed, motion passed.  

The Treasures Report was reviewed and D. Oman made a motion to accept the report as presented and 

place on file, support K. Sundholm, All voted in favor of the motion, none opposed.  Motion Passed. 

After review of the bills, a motion was made by M. Steinbrecher to pay the bills supported by T. Harteau.  

All voted in favor, none opposed. Motion Passed. 

Fire Department Report:  Chief Wille stated that the department responded to one fire call on 5/14 at 6 

a.m. until about 1 p.m.   They provided water tanker services for Sagola Township at a fire at the old 

Aspen Lumber Company.  June 16th the fire department will provide standby services for the Kingsford 

Rocket Launch program at the Groveland Mine site area.  The department has applied to the DNR for a 

50/50 grant.  Chief provided two applications to the board for firefighter;  Ernest Fenner and Durran 

Carlson.  The applications will undergo a background checks and be available to the board for review at 

the next regular meeting. 

Custodial/Maintenance Report:  Haden Colson (Boy Scout Leader) pointed out that there is a lot of 

garbage on the trail that runs along the power line by the baseball fields.  They volunteered to clean it 



 

 

up if the Twp. provides the trash bags.  John had to close the dump early on Memorial Day weekend 

because the dumpsters were full.  Brain conveyed concern expressed by the Sr. Citizen Kitchen staff 

about a conflict that occurred last week.   The kitchen and community center were used for a funeral the 

same time and day that the Sr. Staff is using the kitchen to prepare meals.  The Sr. Citizens had to cancel 

home meal deliveries for the day so the kitchen could be used for a meal after a funeral.  We will work 

to do a better job and avoid these conflicts in the future.   R.  Mattson also passed around a thank you 

note that was received from the Sr. Citizen Kitchen staff thanking the board for the new kitchen range. 

Update on the excavation and gravel work.  The phone company has marked the phone lines.   R. 

Mattson met with Chad Hord to review the scope of the project.  Chad Hord will get started soon.  

Update only no action required. 

Report of wall repair:  Update T. Buedek completed repairs and sealing.  Holsworth will order the stone 

and install it after it has been received. 

Dug Out protection:  After discussion of the problem, possible solutions and different estimates,   D. 

Oman made a motion authorizing R. Mattson to hire someone to get the work completed at a cost not 

to exceed $1,000.00.  Supported by M. Steinbrecher, All voted in favor, Motion Passed. 

Copier:   D. Oman provided a quote from OPG for $1,145.00.  But he felt he should get other quotes to 

see if we can get a better deal.  M. Steinbrecher made a motion authorizing D. Oman to purchase a 

copier at a cost not to exceed $1,200.00.  Supported by T. Harteau.  All voted in favor, opposed none, 

motion passed. 

The opportunity for citizens to address the board was offered.  No citizens addressed the board. 

Board Member privilege.   T. Harteau stated he received a phone call from Dewy Solberg who would like 

to see the infield sprayed to kill the weeds in the big ball field.  D. Oman stated the school has a sprayer 

unless objection is made, D. Oman will order the weed killer on the Twp. account and they will bring the 

sprayer over from the school and spray the weeds.  No one objected.  It was noted that Becks Lawn care 

was hired last fall to apply weed killer and fertilize the big ball field. 

There being no further business being brought before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn 

supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 

7:11 p.m. 

 

 

Darrell J. Oman, 
Clerk 


