
 

 

Felch Michigan July 2, 2012 

The regular meeting of the Felch Township Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor Robert 

Mattson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.  Roll call indicated that members Marilyn 

Steinbrecher, Darrell Oman, Thomas Harteau and Kevin Sundholm were present.  Absent:  None.  Also 

present at the meeting:  Fire Chief Greg Wille, Brian Johnson, Heather Wishmier and Alan Forstrom of 

Felch Township.  

Citizens Time:  Ms. Heather Wishmier addressed the board.  Ms. Wishmier wanted information about 

why motorized watercrafts are not allowed on Norway Lake and what could be done to change the 

prohibition.  Trustee Mr. Harteau and Supervisor Mr. Mattson, expressed that they believe the 

prohibition was put in place at the request of landowners on Norway Lake.    Ms. Wishmier was directed 

to contact the DNR.  The DNR is the agency that imposed the rule/regulation.  Ms. Wishmier also 

expressed concern about a problem with weeds in the lake.  She asked what could be done about the 

problem.  Supervisor Mattson will check with the County Board to see if anything can be done and will 

report back at the next board meeting.  Mr. Forstrom attended in support of Ms. Wishmier. 

Review and approval of the Agenda;  D. Oman made a motion to approve the agenda supported by M. 

Steinbrecher;   All in voted in favor, none opposed, motion passed. 

The Minutes of the June meeting were reviewed.  T. Harteau made a motion to accept the minutes as 

printed, supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor of the motion, none opposed, motion passed.  

The Treasures Report was reviewed and D. Oman made a motion to accept the report as presented and 

place on file, support T Harteau, All voted in favor of the motion, none opposed.  Motion Passed. 

After review of the bills, a motion was made by T. Harteau to pay the bills supported by M. Steinbrecher.  

All voted in favor, none opposed. Motion Passed. 

Fire Department Report:  Chief Wille stated that the department responded the fire department 

provided standby services for the Kingsford Rocket Launch program at the Groveland Mine site area.  

The department has applied to the DNR for a 50/50 grant to replace the tank on the water tanker at a 

cost of $10,000.00. Chief Wille turned in one application to the board for firefighter; Dave Green of 

Felch Township.  The applications will undergo a background checks and be available to the board for 

review at the next regular meeting.  D. Oman reported that he has not completed the background 

checks on the previous applicants and will try and get them completed in time for next month’s 

meeting. 

Custodial/Maintenance Report:  Darrell Hagman of Felch Township requested the use of the Pavilion to 

hold a rummage sale Brian wanted to know if there is a charge.  Supervisor Mattson stated there is no 

charge as long as the Community Center is not used.  If the Building is used then rental rates apply.  The 

County Health department inspection revealed one of the township owned refrigerator’s temperature 

was too warm.  Brian was directed to turn down the temperature setting and then monitor the 

temperature.  Brian reported that one of the door closures on the new addition was bent.  Brian was 



 

 

planning to remove it and repair it.  Brian reported that the dump had to be closed early due to the 

dumpsters being full and no room to dispose of garbage.  It was reported that they have had to close 

early two times in the last year.  Both times people arrived with trailer loads of garbage and filled 

dumpsters unexpectedly.   It is also suspected that people who own property in the township are 

hauling in garbage from outside of our township because Felch Township does not charge a per bag fee 

and the neighboring communities where they live do charge per bag.  This is causing an unexpected 

increase in trash disposal.  .  As part of the discussion, Brian and John were directed to contact 

Supervisor Mattson immediately if the dump needs to be closed because the dumpsters are full.  This 

will ensure the board is advised of the number of times this occurs.  It will also be used to determine if a 

per bag dumping fee will need to be implemented or other measures need to be taken to cover the cost 

to ensure waste disposal is available. 

Update on the excavation and gravel work.  Supervisor Mattson reported the excavation and gravel base 

fill is completed however they will return and excavate more so that the water runs off and does not 

stand.  The invoice for the work has been received in the amount of $3,830.00.  M Steinbrecher made a 

motion to pay the invoice, supported by D. Oman; all voted in favor, none opposed, motion passed.  

Report of wall repair:  Supervisor Mattson reported that the repair to the wall is completed.  Additional 

stone was ordered due to it being obsolete and is being stored on the top of the vault down in the 

garage in case we need it for future repairs.  Invoices have not been received yet from Hollsworth or 

Budeck.  Supervisor Mattson will follow up with them.  No action required information only. 

Dug Out protection:  Supervisor Mattson presented one written and one verbal estimate for protective 

fencing for the dugouts on the big baseball field.  After discussion of the problem, possible solutions and 

different estimates,   D. Oman made a motion authorizing Supervisor Mattson to hire the company who 

is most advantageous to the township to install fencing that meets the needs of the baseball teams and 

to obtain a written quote prior to doing the work to avoid unexpected expenses.  Estimates range from 

$1,200.0 to $2,200.00.  Supported by M. Steinbrecher, All voted in favor, Motion Passed. 

Supervisor Mattson presented a invoice from CUPAD for annual membership dues in the amount of 

$145.00.  K. Sundholm made a motion to pay the annual fee, supported by T. Harteau.  All voted in 

favor, motion passed. 

Septic System needs to be pumped.  D. Oman made a motion for Supervisor Mattson to hire Bill Dyer to 

pump both tanks.  T. Harteau seconded the motion.  All voted in favor, motion passed. 

D. Oman reported that Kleiman Well Company was called in to do an emergency repair of the well.  The 

community center ran out of water during the All Class N.D. reunion.  They replaced the pipes and pump 

in the well and chlorinated the well.  We now need two bacterial samples to be returned as safe before 

we can allow the water to be used for human consumption.  D. Oman made a motion to hire Kevin 

Sundholm and reimburse mileage to flush the system then take the required samples and bring them to 

the city of Escanaba for testing so the center can be reopened for the Sr. Citizens and rentals next week 

end.  M. Steinbrecher supported.  All voted in favor. 



 

 

Mine tour report.  K. Sundholm, M. Steinbrecher, T. Harteau and D. Oman met with representatives 

from Michigan Mining LLC for the purposes of a tour of the Groveland Mine property.  The tour was 

interesting.   Michigan Mining LLC expressed that they would welcome ideas for development of the 

property.  Michigan Mining personnel stated that they have had inquiries from several mining concerns 

in China but nothing that has any merit.  They explained the property has rail, power, natural gas and an 

estimated 9 – 10 billion gallons of water in the old pit.  They also offered crushed rock at no charge if 

needed by the township for the community center area. 

Communications:  D. Oman reported that a letter was received from a Mr. Gerald McCole from 

Channing.  The correspondence was a copy of an article published in The Daily News.   The Township 

Clerk and Supervisor Mattson received a letter from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

regarding special flood hazard areas in the township.  D. Oman question if action is needed by the 

township board?  Supervisor Mattson will report back on this subject at the next board meeting. 

Citizens time:  No one addressed the board during citizens time. 

Board Member privileges:  D. Oman reported that the copier was delivered by OPG.  D. Oman also 

presented a rough sketch of a parking lot that could be constructed at the community center to increase 

parking spaces and include some landscaping in the lot.  D. Oman is to obtain some measurements, add 

them to the sketch and Fax it to Supervisor Mattson.  He will have Jamie Lindholm make a to-scale CAD 

drawing of the parking lot.  T. Harteau stated that he wants to see the waste transfer area cleaned up.  If 

an item is not going to be placed in the metal dumpsters then it needs to be immediately removed and 

not left lying around the site.  K. Sundholm supported the effort to keep the waste transfer area neat 

and clean.  M. Steinbrecher expressed her appreciation for mowing of the grass over by the ball fields 

and the areas around the community center and ball fields.  It looks much better.  

There being no further business being brought before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn 

supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 

7:42 p.m. 

 

 

Darrell J. Oman, 
Clerk 


