
 

 

Minutes of Regular meeting of the Felch Township Board August 5, 2013 

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Mattson at 6:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by all.  Roll call was conducted.  Present:  Trustee Greg Wille, Trustee Kevin Sundholm, Treasure 

Marilyn Steinbrecher, Clerk Darrell Oman, Supervisor Robert Mattson.    Also present was Brian Johnson, 

Tom Harteau, Darwin Dixon all of Felch.  

Citizens Time was announced:  

 Mr. Tom Harteau addressed the board.  Mr. Harteau informed the board that a large spruce tree fell 

over in the cemetery he cut the tree up and contacted Mr. Lavern Buzzo who came with his tractor and 

hauled away the logs.  He recommends that the board meet at the cemetery to look over other trees 

that need to be removed due to disease (spruce bud worm).  Mr. Harteau was thanked for his efforts 

and it was agreed to schedule a field trip the cemetery to look over the trees that will need to be 

removed so that they do not fall and break grave stones or markers. 

Mr. Darwin Dixon addressed the board.  Mr. Dixon wanted to know if the township has obtained a 

plaque for the building to cover up where the old phone was.  D. Oman informed him that he has one 

and that it will be installed.  Mr. Dixon also referenced the recycling center.  It looks like a “Dump” and 

needs to be cleaned up and should be kept clean.  

The agenda was reviewed. D. Oman requested that the Pre-Buy of heating fuel (Propane) be added to 

the agenda.  Supervisor Mattson added the requested item to the agenda under and without objection 

the agenda stands approved. 

 R. Mattson made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular board meeting held July 1, 2013.  G. 

Wille supported the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion.  None opposed. 

The treasures monthly report was reviewed and D. Oman made a motion to accept the report as 

presented and place on file, support of the motion from K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, motion 

approved. 

Review and discussion of the townships bills was completed and a motion to approve payment of bills 

by M. Steinbrecher, supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor of the motion.  Opposed:  None; motion 

approved. 

Fire Department Report.  Chief Wille reported that the department did not respond to any fire calls this 

past month.  The Tanker Truck project should be completed by the end of the week. 

Custodial / Maintenance report.  John Fuchs is back to the dump working on Wednesdays and 

Saturdays.  The floor scrubber was sent into Hiawatha Chef for repairs because it was not working 

correctly.  Mr. Johnson requests that the board consider purchasing a spare lawn mower because when 

the tire went flat on the mower we didn’t have a mower until he went into Norway and got the tire 

fixed.  Carol at the Post Office informed Mr. Johnson that the light outside the door of the post office 

does not work.  Mr. Johnson is not certain how he will work on the light because it is mounted in an 



 

 

awkward place.  Next July 5th the Blomquist family has reserved the township community center for a 

family reunion.  The community holds 4th of July events/fireworks each year at the community center.  

Brain will need to start early so the pavilion and grounds are cleaned up on July 5th for the reunion that 

is scheduled.  The fire department should be asked to see if they can assist early on the 5th. The 

Blomquists will need to be informed that the facilities will not be ready until after noon.  When the 

storm that produced record rainfall came, we had some leaks in the building.  K. Sundholm will contact 

Jim Edberg about the contractor that did the roofing when Jim was supervisor.  There was supposed to 

be a 20 year warranty. 

Bill Dyer provided a report to Mr. Mattson relative to the septic system at the community center.  He 

recommends pumping of the tanks this summer due to having 3 foot of sludge in the first tank and a 

large amount of sludge in the second tank.  Some sludge pumped into the drain field.  Monitor for 

leaking of mound system prior to reconstruction.  He discussed reconstruction methods with Mr. 

Mattson.  

Mr. Mattson provided information from the Dickinson County Health Dept., for new system 

specifications.  Much discussion was had related to the original construction of the drain field mound 

system.  The original construction consisting of 10” drain field pipes are no longer allowed. Several 

options were discussed.  It was suggested that we dig into the mound system to inspect the condition of 

the drain field.  If sludge or leaching is evident then we should move forward now with a complete 

rebuild of the septic drain field rather than wait.  D. Oman will arrange for fence removal and a backhoe 

to conduct the inspection.  R. Mattson will have a discussion with the Dickinson County Road 

Commission about the possibility of them doing the mound system removal if needed.  R. Mattson will 

also contact area contractors to determine the cost of hauling in the material required to rebuild it if 

needed. 

D. Oman stated that the Naser Propane Co. Pre-buy price is 1.59/gallon.  Last year the community 

center consumed 6739.4 gallons of propane.  Based on the pre-buy price the cost would be $10,715.64.  

After discussion D. Oman was directed to contact Naser and see if we can get better pricing or a price 

cap guarantee.  If a better price can be negotiated then the purchase of propane in advance should be 

pursued. 

Citizens Time:  No one addressed the board. 

Board Member privilege:  

 K. Sundholm stated that he has heard complaints about the mess up at the recycling center such as the 

comments made tonight by Mr. Dixon.  Further discussion by the board about the “housekeeping” 

resulted in the board as a whole, instructing D. Oman to write a letter to Mr. John Fuchs explaining the 

board’s expectations for housekeeping.  The area needs to be cleaned up in general, including the inside 

of the storage building and kept clean.  D. Oman will compose a letter providing copies to the board 

members.  Then D.Oman will meet with and personally deliver the instructions and expectations to Mr. 

Fuchs. 



 

 

K. Sundholm wants to know if the Dickinson County Road Commission has a timeframe for the 

placement of the gravel on the shoulders of the roads in the township.  R. Mattson will contact Jim 

Harris and see what they are scheduling. 

D. Oman reported on the MTA Workshop in Gaylord.  A sample resolution for a township cemetery will 

be mailed to each board member to look over.  The payroll portion was of most interest.  It is 

recommended that the board revisit entering into a 218 agreement with the IRS.  This agreement would 

subject all salaries and wages paid in the township to FICA.  Currently they are not subject to FICA (Social 

Security Taxes) due to the pension system that the township is enrolled in.  After some discussion D. 

Oman will get more information or arrange for a CPA and or Financial advisor to address this with the 

board.  The trip was very informative and very helpful. 

D. Oman also reported that the Tri-Township Ambulance Authority has hired a part time administrative 

employee who will help out with all of the administrative tasks that are required.  The ambulance squad 

members could not keep up and it was not getting done, which required the hiring of the position.  Mrs. 

Kristy Anderson was hired from the pool of applicants.   

There being no further business being brought before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn 

supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 

 
 
Darrell Oman 
Clerk 


