
 

 

Felch Michigan September 4, 2012 

The regular meeting of the Felch Township Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor Robert 

Mattson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.  Roll call indicated that members Marilyn 

Steinbrecher, Thomas Harteau D. Oman and Kevin Sundholm were present.  Also present at the 

meeting:  Fire Chief Greg Wille, Brian Johnson, and Henry DeGroot.  

Citizens Time:  No one addressed the board. 

Review and approval of the Agenda;  M. Steinbrecher made a motion to approve the agenda supported 

by T. Harteau;   All in voted in favor, none opposed, motion passed. 

The minutes from the August 6, 2012 regular board meeting were reviewed.  T. Harteau made a motion 

to approve the minutes supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, none opposed, motion passed. 

The Treasures Report was reviewed and T. Harteau made a motion to accept the report as presented 

and place on file, support D. Oman, All voted in favor of the motion, none opposed.  Motion Passed. 

The bills were reviewed and on a motion by T. Harteau supported by M. Steinbrecher a motion to pay 

the bills.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion Passed. 

Fire Department Report:  Chief Wille reported that the department responded to a motor vehicle 

accident in West Branch Twp. east of Ralph with reported entrapment.  The department watered the 

sod in front of the big filed dugouts as requested by Dewey Solberg. They have leaking breaks on the fire 

departments pumper truck.  UP Truck in Quinnessec has reviewed the problem and ordered the parts.  

Supervisor Mattson instructed Chief Wille to go ahead and have UP Truck Center make repairs as 

necessary. 

Custodial/Maintenance Report:    Carol from the post office reported that she could smell propane.  

Brian checked the tanks and one of the tanks was empty and perhaps a source of the smell.  D. Oman 

will contact Naser to ensure the tanks do not get empty.  The emergency exit lights did not work in the 

building when power was lost.  R. Mattson will contact Rob Challancin to see if he is interested in 

replacing the emergency lighting. 

 Supervisor Mattson reported that he has not had any further communications from the Dickinson 

County Road Commission on the Coppo Road issue.  Information only no action required.   

Supervisor Mattson reported that he has not received a response from the Dickinson County board in 

response to a letter that he mailed to the County Board dated July 16th about the Norway Lake Milfoil 

problem.  Information only, no action required. 

Supervisor Mattson presented a verbal request he received from Mr. Dewy Solberg.  Mr. Solberg asked 

the township to consider paying 50% of the cost that he incurred for sod he purchased and had 

someone install on the townships big baseball field in front of the dugouts.  After much discussion Mr. 

Solberg was thanked for his personal donation to the township.  However in keeping with past practice; 



 

 

D. Oman made a motion to deny Mr. Solberg’s request to reimburse him half of his donation.  For 

township funds to be used, projects are required to have township board prior knowledge and approval.  

Reimbursement after the fact would be contrary to township policy.  Motion supported by T. Harteau.  

All voted in favor of denial, opposed to the motion none.  Request Denied. 

Septic System:  Supervisor Mattson inquired if any odors have been detected since Herzog Dyer 

completed the pumping of the septic system.   Brian reported he is unaware of odors and that none 

have been reported.  T. Harteau suggested that we have the system pumped on an annual basis.  

Information only, no action required. 

Township Assessor:  Contracted services vs. employee status.    The auditors do not feel that Mr. 

DeGroots employment by the township qualifies as a contractor relationship but rather as an employee.  

Effective October payroll tax will be withheld and paid by the township.   Mr. DeGroot was in 

agreement. 

D. Oman reported that he believes that the township should be withholding and paying FICA, Medicare, 

State and Federal payroll taxes and withholding on all employees except for elected officials and 

custodians.  The township will start payroll tax withholding.  D. Oman requested that he be authorized 

to purchase QuickBooks Payroll software and the purchase will require annual software renewals.  T. 

Harteau made a motion authorizing D. Oman to purchase the software supported by M. Steinbrecher.  

All voted in favor, opposed none, motion carried. 

Job Descriptions in the township.  After much discussion, D. Oman is to make copies of current job 

descriptions and mail them to each board member.  Each township employee is to write down what 

they feel the job description should be for the job they do.  These will be reviewed at the next regular 

board meeting. 

Mr. DeGroot presented to the board the 2012 Tax Rate Request.  He informed the board that the 

Headlee mileage reduction equals .9998 and the maximum allowable levy is 1.2913.  M. Steinbrecher 

made a motion to request the maximum levy 1.2913 mills, supported by T. Harteau, All voted in favor, 

and opposed none.  Motion Passed. 

Communications:  D. Oman reported that the twp. received an invoice from Becks in the amount of 

$10.50 with no explanation.  D. Oman contacted Becks by phone, they stated the amount due is 

interest.  D. Oman requested that they provide invoices and statements to explain the invoiced interest 

charges. 

Board Member Privilege: 

D. Oman presented copies of articles related to the township pension in lieu of Social Security.  After 

much discussion, D. Oman was directed to attempt to setup a meeting between our retirement account 

representative and the township board. 

T. Harteau stated he has noticed more and more camper’s setup and spending the night on township 

property over by the baseball fields.  He suggested we may want to consider some sort of registration 



 

 

prior to camping overnight so that if garbage is left we will know who to hold responsible.  Brian 

Johnson mentioned that he has seen people who sleep in the pavilion and or have setup tents on the 

lawn near the township hall.  Sometimes it is people who are riding bicycles through the area. 

MTA meeting is scheduled for September 17. 

M. Steinbrecher reported that the audit of township records was completed on August 31 and all went 

very well. 

K. Sundholm mentioned the tiles near the entry of the building have water stains on them.  This may 

mean a leak in the roof.  We need to go back to the company who repaired the roof as the repair was 

warrantied for several years. 

There being no further business being brought before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn 

supported by K. Sundholm.   All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 

7:45 p.m. 

 

 

Darrell J. Oman, 
Clerk 


