
 

 

October 6, 2014 

Felch Township Board Meeting 

Supervisor Mattson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and all present recited the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. 

Roll call was conducted and showed Mr. Wille, Mrs. Steinbrecher, Mr. Sundholm, Mr. Mattson and Mr. 

Oman all present.  No one was absent.  Also in attending the meeting was Mr. Greg Olender of the Tri-

County Snowmobile Club,  Fire Chief Brian Anderson, Cemetery Sexton Tom Harteau, Custodian Brian 

Johnson. 

Mr. Olender representing the Tri-Township Snowmobile Club was recognized by the Supervisor.  Mr. 

Olender is requesting permission from the township to clear trees and use a bulldozer west of the septic 

system mound system running up to the power line so that the snowmobile trail system can be 

maintained.  The groomer cannot fit onto the trail as it is now and it comes out into the parking lot and 

down the street.   After some discussion K. Sundholm made a motion to grant the club permission to cut 

trees that are necessary on township property to establish/maintain the trail at no cost or obligation to 

the township, however;  the township does not know where the property lines are and that they are 

very close to the area the club wants to do work.  The board further advises the club to contact the 

adjoining property and get their approval prior to proceeding.  The motion was supported by G. Wille.   

All voted in favor, opposed none.  The motion was approved. 

A call for citizen input, no one responded. 

K. Sundholm made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 2nd meeting with the name 

correction- Anderson strike and changed to Johnson.  G. Wille supported.  All voted in favor - opposed 

none.  The supervisor declared the minutes approved. 

Treasures Report was reviewed and discussed.  D. Oman made a motion to accept the treasures report 

and place on file, supporting the motion was G. Wille.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  Motion carried. 

The bills were reviewed it was noted that since the exterior lighting was replaced by the fire hall the 

electric bill has been roughly one hundred dollars less per month.   K. Sundholm made a motion to pay 

the bills, supported by M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor the motion was approved. 

Fire Department Report:  Chief Anderson reports that they will need to order at least two more portable 

radio batteries.  They did not have any calls for the month.  They will be winterizing equipment this 

month to prepare for winter and freezing temperatures. 

Custodial Report:  Lock going down into the garage in the new addition still needs to be fixed.  Boiler #1 

is still bad, red flashing display.  R. Mattson will contact UP Plumbing and Heating to have him come 

back and look at it again. It is noted that the boiler error has been like that since he was out and 

repaired it the last time.  D. Oman reported that John Fuchs was in before the meeting tonight and 



 

 

replaced the faucet on the deep sink in the big kitchen.  It was leaking hot water.  Travelers completed 

the state mandated inspection on both of the boilers.  The certificate of compliance was issued. 

Cemetery Report:  Work at the cemetery is done for the year.  Burials as needed will still occur as long as 

the weather permits.  The Flag will be taken down and put into storage after November 11, which is 

Veterans Day.   A copy of the letter sent by Supervisor Mattson regarding a grave site that is non-

compliant was reviewed.  Tom reports that he has not had a reply as a result of the letter.  Supervisor 

Mattson agreed to allow it a few more weeks.  If no response is received, he will follow up the letter 

with a phone call. 

The trade of a gate for mine rock  K. Sundholm reports that he is still working on it.  Information only. 

Information/ Estimates for new Bleachers for the small ball field D. Oman reports that he has not heard 

back from Superior Products.  Information only. 

Fall dumpster- the dumpster was delivered on October 3 and will remain until full.  We only get one 

dumpster during the fall.  Information only. 

Brian Johnson moved his retirement date up to the end of this calendar year.  Some discussion was held.   

Supervisor Mattson called a special meeting to be held on October 27, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at the Felch 

Community Center to discuss the replacement custodian and job duties.  The Clerk was directed to 

publicly post the special meeting. 

Budget Review for the 2nd Quarter of the fiscal year was conducted.  It is noted that all cost centers are 

below budget still.  So far this fiscal year it appears that revenues in Rental Income are down slightly 

from previous years.  Informational only no action required. 

Correspondence Received.  D. Oman noted that he was told the old gas station is owned by the First 

National Bank of Crystal Falls.  That he left a voice mail for Mr. Ferguson and sent an e-mail but that they 

have been playing phone tag.  At issue is if they in fact own the property and if so what can be done 

about the blight.  The grass being long and needs trimming and that someone has suggested the 

establishment of a museum.  Informational only, no action at this time. 

Citizen’s time was offered.  No one addressed the board. 

Board Member Privilege:  D. Oman requested permission to get a quote for security cameras at the 

recycling center and at the community center and using that information submit a request for a grant to 

the Par Plan under the risk reduction.  This will help us catch those responsible for dumping 

unauthorized items during non business hours.  And provide improved security at the community 

center.  Supervisor Mattson instructed D. Oman to proceed. 

D. Oman and M. Steinbrecher gave a verbal report on the recently completed audit of the township 

finances.  A copy of the auditor’s report was given to each board member.  It is noted that in 2014 a line 

item was over budget but the cost center was not.  And that the budget was not amended. The 

expenses were $1,314.18 over budget due in part to expenditures for capital outlay being higher than 



 

 

anticipated.  We replaced the snow blower and didn’t amend that line item.  This situation has already 

been addressed by adopting a cost center budget rather than a line item budget. 

K. Sundholm reported that some unnamed person has complained to him about the chickens running 

loose in downtown Felch.  He also informed that the Nordic Trading Post was broken into over the past 

weekend. 

There being no further business being brought before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn.  

Supported by K. Sundholm- All voted in favor; opposed none-the meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

 

 

Darrell Oman 

Felch Township Clerk 

 

  

 

 

 


