
 

 

Felch Township Board Meeting Minutes- December 7, 2015 

The Supervisor called the regular meeting of the Felch Township board to order at 6:00 p.m. and all 

joined in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call - G. Willie, M. Steinbrecher, K. Sundholm, R. Mattson and D. Oman were all present.  No one 

was absent.  Also in attendance:   County Commissioners Mr. Joe Stevens and Mr. Henry Wender, Fire 

Chief Brian Anderson, Township Assessor Henry DeGroot, Township Custodian Jim Challancin. 

Supervisor Mattson recognized the County Commissioners.  The commissioners spoke about the 

county’s finances and provided an update on County Parks.  They offered a question answer period.  

After a period of discussion D. Oman offered a resolution titled “FELCH TOWNSHIP NORWAY LAKE PARK 

RESOLUTION”; the resolution was supported by K. Sundholm.  Supervisor Mattson conducted a Roll Call 

Vote.  Wille- Aye, Steinbrecher – Aye, Sundholm – Aye, Oman- Aye, Mattson –Aye.  No one was 

opposed.  The supervisor declared the motion immediately adopted and directed the clerk certify the 

resolution and attach a certified copy to the minutes of tonight’s meeting and forward a copy to the 

Dickinson County Board of Commissioners. 

The minutes of the November 2nd 2015 meeting were reviewed, G. Wille made a motion to accept as 

written and place on file.  Support- M. Steinbrecher, all voted in favor the minutes were approved. 

The Treasures report was reviewed.  D. Oman made a motion to accept the report and place on file.  

Support K. Sundholm, all voted in favor the motion was approved. 

Reviewed and discussed the bills.  G. Wille made a motion to pay the bills, supported by K. Sundholm.  

The all voted in favor, the motion was approved. 

Fire Department Report:  The department responded to two different Motor Vehicle roll-over accidents 

this past month.   

Custodians Report:  Requested permission to purchase 4 floor mats.  K. Sundholm made a motion to 

approve supported by M Steinbrecher all voted in favor of the mat purchase.  Jim presented a pest 

control proposal and contract from Guardian Pest Solutions Inc., for the community center.  The cost is 

$30.00 per month.  K. Sundholm made a motion to approve the contract, supported by M. Steinbrecher.  

All voted in favor.  The supervisor declared the motion approved and directed the clerk to execute the 

contract for one year on behalf of the board.  Jim reported he is going to paint the Dr. Office; Kathy from 

the Dr. Office is going to help.  The Dr. Office does not get hot water, after discussion D. Oman agreed to 

look into the problem further.  The LP Boiler is still not fixed – Supervisor Mattson directed Jim to 

contact UP Plumbing to see about getting the repairs finished as it is heating season. 

Cemetery Report:  Supervisor Mattson reported that Tom contacted him by phone and said he would 

not be at tonight’s meeting because he is working nights for the Road Commission.  Tom reports he is 

still doing burials with the mild weather, other than that it’s pretty quiet up there. 



 

 

Discussed progress and planning to comply with AMAR audit.  D. Oman stated that the assessor has 

requested that the township purchase APEX Sketching software.  The cost is $890.00 for the assessor’s 

computer and the view and print version for the townships computer.  The budget for the assessor 

needs to be amended by $890.00 to allow for the purchase.  D. Oman made a motion to amend the 

budget and purchase the software, supported by M. Steinbrecher- All voted in favor.  The township 

requested proposals from Waisanen and CUPAD for mapping.  The township received a proposal from 

Waisanen Assessing & GIS Mapping to create GIS Mapping for Felch Township, Land Value Maps and 

web hosting of the maps.  A proposal was also requested from CUPAD for the same services and they 

have not responded.  The proposal submitted by Jim Waisanen is $5,000.00 to create the maps, $750.00 

to create the land value maps using the townships BS&A Assessing Data, and a $1,8000.00 fee to publish 

parcel and land value maps online via Mango Maps (this fee will be charged annually).  The budget for 

assessor also needs to be amended to allow for the contract.  It was noted that CUPAD created paper 

maps for West Branch Township several years ago and the cost was $5,000.00 at that time.  Breen 

Township currently uses the maps produced by Waisanen the board went online and looked at what 

Breen Township maps look like.  Mr. DeGroot was asked if he objected to the issuing of the contract 

with Waisanen, Mr. DeGroot responded he has no objections; he knows Mr. Waisanen and is willing to 

work with him to complete the project. K. Sundholm made a motion to amend the budget $7,600.00 

and approve the contract in the amount of $7,550.00, supported by G. Wille.  The supervisor conducted 

a roll call vote.  D. Oman – Aye, G. Willie – Aye, K. Sundholm – Aye, M. Steinbrecher – Aye, R. Mattson – 

Aye.  No one was opposed the supervisor signed the contract on behalf of the township. 

Supervisor Mattson presented an invoice for CUPAD annual dues of $150.00, K. Sundholm made a 

motion to pay the invoice, supported by G. Wille.  The supervisor held a voice vote, all voted Aye, no one 

was opposed.  Payment of the dues is approved. 

Communications – Dickinson County Road Commission Meeting provided the supervisor with a copy of 

their minutes and they are available for review. 

The Treasury Department notified the Township Board by letter that a parcel in Felch Township will 

revert to the township as a tax foreclosed transfer unless the township objects in writing to the Treasury 

Department before December 31, 2015.  The parcel is lots 1, 2 and 3 of block 5 in the plat of 

Metropolitan.  K. Sundholm made a motion to notify the State Treasury that we will accept the parcels; 

supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor- no one was opposed.  The clerk was directed to notify the 

Treasury of the board’s wishes. 

Citizen’s time was offered and no one addressed the board. 

Board Member Privilege- D. Oman stated that the repairs made to the pavilion by Bob Sandona are 

temporary in nature and he has reported that the posts are rotten and recommends that they be 

replaced.  Sandona provided an estimate of $3,500.00 to replace the posts.  This includes labor and 

materials.  Supervisor Mattson raised concern that if we use mild steel that they will rust out.  A few 

different ideas and options were suggested by Jim and Brian.  Bob Mattson will contact Sandona and 



 

 

work out a solution, either using stainless, or having the brackets manufactured and powder coated, or 

dig out the old posts and pour footings down and set the posts on the top of the footings. 

D. Oman suggested that we have a budget worksheet completed by the January meeting for next fiscal 

year.  All agreed this would be good to start on the budget process earlier. 

M. Steinbrecher presented resolutions from North Dickinson County School and the ISD for tax 

collection at $2.50/ parcel.  K. Sundholm made a motion to approve the agreement supported by G. 

Willie all voted in favor, opposed none.  M. Steinbrecher will notify the parties by letter of our 

agreement. 

M. Steinbrecher also stated that at the last TTAA meeting the TTAA voted to  place a proposal on the 

March ballot for an increase in millage for the ambulance. 

K. Sundholm stated the dump is getting messy again.  There is a lot laying around up there and the snow 

will be here soon and they will be running into it when plowing snow.  D. Oman stated that he talked to 

John Fuchs at the dump on Saturday and John said that the metal dumpster was full and what is lying 

around is because the dumpster was full.  The dumpster has been emptied and on this past Saturday 

John said he was going to stay after the dump closed and pick-up the scrap metal.  D. Oman again 

reminded John that if people want stuff from the dumpster that is fine as long as they come and get it 

before the dump closes.  When the dump is closed for the day all the scrap is to be picked up and in the 

dumpsters, not laying around. 

Supervisor Mattson scheduled the Board of Review Meeting for December 16th, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Felch Township Community Center.  The meeting is posted on the bulletin board and provided a copy to 

be posted on the townships web site. 

No further business being properly brought before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn; 

supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor.  Supervisor Mattson declared the meeting adjourned at 

7:34 p.m. 

 

Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 
 

  


