
 

 

February 1, 2016 Felch Township Regular Board Meeting  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

Roll Call:  Wille, Steinbrecher, Sundholm, Mattson and Oman all board members present.   Also 

attending tonight’s meeting Mr. John Fuchs and Mr. Jim Challancin of Felch Township.  Also present Ms. 

Lindsay Peterson of the Dickinson County Soil Conservation Department. 

The agenda was distributed and approved as presented without objection. 

Supervisor Mattson introduced Ms. Lindsay Peterson who conducted a presentation on study of the eco 

system of Norway Lake.  The presentation was roughly 35 minutes.   In the  question answer period the 

board asked if we could do something about the weeds in the swimming and boat launch area.  The 

reply was in the affirmative and she would like to see the township and conservation department 

become “Partners”.  The township would adopt the lake and provide volunteers to help continue the 

study of the lake under the supervision of the Conservation Department.  Ms. Peterson will contact the 

board at a later time to continue with the establishment of our goals and development of a 10 year 

management plan.  Ms. Peterson is a graduate of North Dickinson and Northland College with a 

Bachelor Degree in Environmental Science. It was a very informative and she did a good job in 

presenting the information. 

Citizens were offered the opportunity to address the board.  No one did so. 

M. Steinbrecher made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular board meeting January 4, 2016 

supported by K. Sundholm. All voted in favor, no one opposed.  The minutes were approved. 

M. Steinbrecher made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting about Norway Lake held 

January 20, 2016.  Supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor, no one opposed the minutes are approved. 

The Treasures report was reviewed and discussed; G. Wille made a motion to accept the report 

supported by D. Oman.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed the motion carried. 

Upon review of the bills, M. Steinbrecher made a motion to approve payment of the bills supported by 

K. Sundholm.  All voted In favor, opposed by none, Payment of the bills is approved. 

Fire Department Report:  The chief was absent but provided a report via the clerk.  The department 

responded to two calls.  One assisting Breen Township with a semi-tractor trailer accident with 

entrapment and the second was providing mutual aid to Sagola Township for a structure fire on M95 in 

Sagola Township.  The chief also reports they are working towards developing specifications for a 

replacement pumper fire truck. 

Cemetery Report – none. 

Custodians Report:  The boilers are both repaired and the annual CSD-1 Annual inspection that was 

completed last September the required report paperwork was provided.  Painting has been completed 

in the Dr. Office.  The two exam rooms still need to be painted.  The Senior Citizens kitchen staff wants 



 

 

permission to install locks on the cabinet doors.  The board toured the kitchen and authorized locks on 

the cabinets from the refrigerator near the pass through window over to the freezers along with the 

bottom cabinets by the pass through over near the deep sink.  The board asked Jim to pass along to the 

group to clean the cabinets out. There is several cabinets that have a lot of used containers and soda 

cans and bottles in the cabinets.  Jim is also instructed to get a copy of the key made for the storage 

room off the kitchen, so the township has a copy of the key for its use to conduct inspections if needed. 

Communication from the DCRC.  Do we want any culverts replaced?  After discussion D. Oman pointed 

out that Jim Anderson had additional gravel crushed for the township if we wish to purchase it.  Also we 

should be setting priorities on road work.  It was mentioned we should ask the road commission to look 

at how Mattson Road is ditched up from Jim Challancin driveway, it washes out his driveway.  The 

Metropolitan road could use culverts by the Zion Church however the whole roadway is too low in that 

area.  D. Oman will contact Jim Harris to see if they have areas they think are a priority so we know for 

budgeting purposes next month.  

CUPPAD.  The Planning Committee is done with their work and need to schedule a public hearing.  

Supervisor Mattson will coordinate that with Steve from CUPPAD. 

Park Host or Park Manager.  The board received two letters of interest for the park position.  Ms. 

Charlotte Briggs and Mr. John Fuchs, both residents of Felch Township.  Each board member was 

provided a copy of the letters submitted.    Both were reviewed.  Further discussion was held about 

equipment, a storage shed, projects, what would be expected and how were going to budget for the 

position.  D. Oman had some preliminary figures about costs.  It was decided not to act on the park 

manager / maintenance position at this time until we have a better understanding of what would be 

expected of the person and what the cost estimates will be for the next fiscal year budget. 

Park Committee:  No one received any letters of interest. 

The Supervisor informed the board that the Board of Review members will be attending training 

provided by the MTA at the Chip-In-Casino in Bark River.  Mattson and Harteau will be attending the 

advanced class, Johnson and Anderson will attend the basic class.  Although there is a cost for the 

training, Supervisor Mattson has been told this training is longer and more comprehensive  than the 

training they normally attend in Kingsford. 

Citizens Time was offered.  No one addressed the board. 

Board Member Privilege: 

 D. Oman reminded of the upcoming March election and that the Township Election Commission 

appointed the inspectors and receiving board just prior to this meeting.  They are also sponsoring some 

high school students to attend the election inspector training and we will employ some of them as 

trainees at the March election.  



 

 

Reminder that board positions will be up for election this fall.  The filing deadline for nominating 

petitions and affidavit of identity are due much earlier than ever before. The filing deadline is April 19th 

of 2016.  More information will be provided at the March meeting. 

D. Oman stated that the GIS Mapping is completed and posted to the township web site.  Some 

inaccuracies still exist and they will be corrected once the BS&A software is updated with the cards.  D. 

Oman asked if we have timelines established for each task and suggested that Tom Harteau be 

contacted about doing the leg work this summer.  To determine in part how many hours Tom will work 

if hired and what the expected pay will be so we can budget it and so we meet the self-imposed 

deadlines to correct the deficiencies in the assessing audit.   Supervisor Mattson will setup a meeting 

with Mr. DeGroot and Tom Harteau and setup some deadlines and negotiate with Tom and bring 

something back to the next meeting in March. 

G. Wille – Nothing. 

M. Steinbrecher received from the State Treasury a copy of a deed to the Lot that was tax foreclosed.  

The copy has not been recorded and it should be forth coming from the county register of deeds. 

K. Sundholm reported that the MDOT attended the last township association meeting and provided 

some information about road use by farmers during weight restrictions.  They had some problems in 

Wauceda Township.  Also that Bacco will likely be doing a layer of blacktop on M69 from Randville to 

Felch this summer.  He suggested we should get quotes to have the township parking lot areas repaved 

or repaired at the same time. 

There being no further business being brought before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted aye.  No one was opposed the supervisor declared the 

meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 

 

Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 


