
 

 

Meeting Minutes March 2 2020 

At 6:00 p.m. Supervisor Mattson called to order the regular meeting of the Felch Township Board.  All in 

attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll call was conducted.  Mr. Wille, Mrs. Steinbrecher, Mr. Dixon, Mr. Mattson and Mr. Oman were all 

present.  No one was absent.  Also attending the meeting were Mr. David Price and Mr. Dan McNanee 

both representing the Michigan DNR, Fire Chief Brian Anderson, Cemetery Sexton Rebecca Pollack, and 

Ms. Betsy Bloom. 

Supervisor Mattson recognized guests Mr. Price who is the Michigan DNR Manager of Forest Planning 

and Operations Section and Mr. McNamee also representing the DNR.  They presented information 

about a state project that is requesting proposals from utilities or others that would lease state owned 

property for the purpose of constructing a large scale solar array for electrical generation.  The sites 

being considered are a former gravel pit containing 120 acres in Lower Michigan along with 580 acre site 

located where the old Groveland Mine tailing ponds were located.  They are requesting proposals from 

companies to construct and operate a large solar array to generate electricity on the site.  The old 

Groveland Mine tailing ponds is well suited for this project.   The property is physically located in Felch 

and Norway Townships.   Based on their information the site will probably require some zoning 

ordinance changes to include a large scale utility operation in Felch Township.   It was the consensus of 

the township board that it would support all efforts of the state planners to assist in helping the project 

move forward at the Groveland site.  Supervisor Mattson will contact CUPPAD and others to obtain 

sample ordinances and information on possible changes that may be necessary and he will provide that 

information to the Felch Twp board for consideration and action. 

Reviewed and Approved the Agenda 

The minutes of the February 3rd 2020 meeting minutes were reviewed and G. Willie made a motion to 

accept the minutes as written.  D. Dixon supported the motion.  All voted in favor to approve the 

motion.  No one was opposed.  The minutes were approved as written. 

The Treasures Report was reviewed and D. Oman made a motion to accept the report and place it on 

file.  The motion was supported by D. Dixon.  All voted to approve the motion.  No one was opposed 

Supervisor Mattson declared the motion approved. 

The Review and Payment of Bills:  The monthly invoices were reviewed and discussed; specifically during 

the review of the he visa card bill Clerk Oman reported that a charge in the amount of $36.69 made at 

Walmart on the visa card cannot be accounted for.  Oman cannot find the receipt and cannot remember 

what was purchased as a result of the charge.  The Home Depot still has a credit balance as the result of 

returned materials.  The We Energies, Waste Mgmt., Nordic Grocery, Ace/Napa monthly bills have not 

been received yet.   D. Dixon made a motion to pay the bills including the unaccounted receipt for the 

Visa bill. The motion was supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed.  The motion 

was approved. 



 

 

Fire Department Report:  The department responded to assist in a snowmobile accident.  Discussions 

are continuing with Speilbauer Fireworks for a 4th of July fireworks display.  The department will be 

holding its annual Fireman’s Appreciation Night on April 18th at the Community Center. 

Custodian Report:  None.  Mr. Fuchs was absent from the meeting. 

Cemetery Report:  Ms. Pollack states there is nothing new to report. 

Parks and Recreational Report:  Mr. Willie states there is nothing new to report. 

FEMA Flood Plan Participation.  D. Oman states there is no new progress to report. 

Digital Cemetery Records Update:  D. Oman states that progress continues. Scanning of the oldest book 

is now completed and that he is hopeful that the other books will be finished this month, then the 

project will be completed by the next month’s meeting. 

Resignation of Jim Collier as Park Manager.  Supervisor Mattson received a letter of resignation from Jim 

Collier as Parks Manager.  D. Oman made a motion to accept the resignation with regret and that we 

post the open position immediately including running an ad in the Iron Mountain Daily News.  The 

motion was supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor.   No one was opposed.  The resignation was 

accepted and effective today. 

Scheduled a Budget Workshop for 4:30 p.m. on Thursday March 12th 2020 at the Community Center. 

Dickinson Iron Community Services Agency (DICSA) presented a Memorandum of Understanding for the 

Senior Meals program to continue to use the township community center kitchen.  The board members 

were provided copies to review and Supervisor Mattson will contact them to try and arrange a joint 

meeting between the two boards. 

We received information from Mr. Brian Johnson who is a member of the Senior Citizens Site Council 

that they will be the benefactor of a $10,000.00 donation.  The site council has some ideas of what to do 

with the funds.  The site council has a meeting scheduled for March 9th 2020 at the community center 

and invited members of the township board to attend the meeting to discuss the funds and possible 

ideas for use of the funds. 

Communications:   Supervisor Mattson reports he attended the meeting scheduled between the 

townships and the Dickinson County Road Commission to select road projects for this upcoming 

summer.  Mattson reports the projects that they agreed to go out and get bids for projects in Felch, 

Breen and Breitung Township if the bids come in within budget.  The DCRC will need to come up with an 

additional $40,000.00 of funds to cover the estimated cost of the projects in all three townships.  The 

Felch project will be from the M69 Metropolitan Road junction up to the Zion Church, the Felch 

Township board had previously indicated a desire to have the road repaired up to the Fire Tower.  The 

DCRC cannot complete the bid specs for the project if extended to the fire tower because they do not 

have the engineering completed past the Zion Church.  The Felch Township Contribution to the repair of 

that road is estimated to be just under  $90,000.00. 



 

 

Norway Lake Projects and Engineering Estimates.  Mr. Mattson reports that he contacted CUPPAD and 

Breen Township Supervisor to discuss engineering and grants for Norway Lake.  Breen Township paid 

$10,000.00 in engineering fees.   Mattson reports that CUPAD has told him that we do not need to have 

engineer drafted plans for park improvements, but rather we simply need a conceptual drawing.  The 

conceptual drawing needs to be done by a registered Engineer in order to apply for a grant.  Once the 

grant is approved then we need an Engineer/engineering firm to design specifications for the 

campground expansion, the installation of a fishing pier and ADA compliance issues.  Both Coleman 

Engineering and UP Engineers would wait until after the snow is gone and do a walk-through of the park 

before they would be willing to provide a quote for the engineering costs of such a project.   CUPPAD is 

willing to assist in writing a grant CUPPAD wrote the grant for Breen Township. 

Budget Workshop Meeting.  Supervisor Mattson scheduled a special meeting for a budget workshop for 

Thursday March12th 2020 at 4:30 p.m.  D. Oman will get into the US Mail, worksheets sent to all board 

members by the end of this week.  

Citizens Time was offered and no one responded to the call. 

Board Member Privilege. 

M. Steinbrecher:  Almost done with the taxes and they will be into the county by the end of this week. 

D. Dixon:  Wanted to know status of loggers who would be willing to cut the trees by the septic fence.  

After discussion, Bob Mattson will contact Quinten Olson who is now in the tree removal business.   Also 

Dixon wanted to know the status of a metal dumpster at the dump location.  D. Oman reports that he 

will contact A&L Metal again and find out if and when they plan to deliver a metal dumpster. 

R. Mattson:  Reports he received an inquiry as to if animals were left on the Jim Clement property after 

the fire and he was not able to locate any animals that were left there.  

D. Oman:  Stated that Jim Clement had talked informally to him a few days ago. Mr. Clement would like 

to thank everyone who helped him out after the fire.  Mr. Clement indicated that he plans to get a 

dumpster in there and clean up the mess.  Have new windows and doors installed on the concrete 

building and then put the property and buildings up for sale.  D. Oman also reports that on March 10th 

the elections are on track.  The board of review will also be meeting that same day.  So the board of 

review will use the township board room office and the clerk will use the old doctor’s office for the 

election and the polling place will be in the back room as it has been for the past few elections.  Also the 

township auditors have contacted him and would like to setup a date for the audit.  The date proposed 

is July 9th.  Supervisor Mattson cannot make that date, so D. Oman is going back to them and get an 

alternate date. 

With nothing more coming before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The 

motion was supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor.  No one opposed.   Supervisor Mattson declared 

the meeting adjourned at 7:07 p.m. 

 



 

 

Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk. 
 


