
 

 

Felch Township Regular Meeting September 6, 2016 

Supervisor Mattson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led all in attendance in reciting the 

Pledge of Allegiance.   

Roll Call:  All members;  G. Wille, M. Steinbrecher, K. Sundholm, R. Mattson and D. Oman were present.  

Also attending the meeting:  Fire Chief Brian Anderson, Cemetery Sexton Tom Harteau, Assessor Henry 

DeGroot, Rec and Park Committee Chair Laurie Steele, Custodian Jim Challancin and Betsy Bloom of Six 

Mile Lake and the Managing Editor of The Daily News. 

Citizens Time was offered by Supervisor Mattson, no one addressed the board. 

Review and approval of the agenda. 

Approval of minutes of the August 1st, 2016 meeting was moved by G. Wille, supported by K. Sundholm.  

All voted in favor, opposed none.  The minutes were approved. 

Treasures Report was presented and reviewed.  D. Oman made a motion to accept the report and place 

on file support G. Wille.  All voted in favor, no one opposed the motion was approved. 

The township bills were reviewed and discussed, M. Steinbrecher made a motion to pay the bills, 

supported by K. Sundholm.   All voted in favor, no one was opposed the motion to pay the bills 

approved. 

Fire Department Report:  The chief has two applications for the three individuals who are interested in 

joining the department as cadets.  They will be turned into the board when he receives all of them.  

Toilet handle is broken in the bathroom in the fire hall, Jim will repair it.  No calls this month.  The chief 

also directed Tom and Henry to leave the township fire pickup in the hall starting in September.  They 

can drive down and use the truck for travel during assessing however it needs to be parked in the Fire 

Hall throughout the fall and winter time.  The board agrees.  

Custodial Report:  The Horseshoe group is happy with the replacement lights.  The lighting is now 

adequate.  The Port-A-Johns can all be picked up, including the one at the pavilion as horseshoes is now 

finished for the year.  Jim contacted UP Heating and Plumbing to conduct our annual boiler inspection 

and maintenance but has not heard back from him yet.  A&A Painting Company from Appleton 

Wisconsin repainted the bleachers by the big ball field.  They donated the labor and equipment.  

Sherwin Williams Paint store donated the stain.  They look very nice.  The board commented that at 

least a thank you needs to go out to these people.  It does look nice and it is very much appreciated. 

Cemetery Report:  The map records of the cemetery are now completed for burials based on 

headstones.  Tom Harteau spent 33 hours verifying and correcting the maps based on headstones. We 

still need to update the Veterans list to ensure it is up to date.  Darrell will get Tom the current list for 

him Tom to Verify. 



 

 

Parks and Rec Committee Report:  G. Wille reports that the committee has been meeting and has 

finalized the Draft 5 year rec plan and it is on the agenda for review and approval by the board at 

tonight’s meeting. 

The board reviewed and discussed the Park and Recreation 5 year plan and D. Oman made a motion to 

accept the plan, Supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, no-one opposed.  The Draft Plan is 

accepted and approved. 

Communications – Information on DNR open house for management plans.  Public is welcome. 

Assessing Trespassing issue:  The property owner who was trespassed on , received the apology letter 

from the board.  He responded by email thanking the board for taking action, and offering his assistance 

in the future if needed. 

Supervisor Mattson received a letter from the Breitung Township Superintendent regarding that board’s 

opposition to the four proposed amendments to the Dickinson County Solid Waste Management plan 

and encouraging our township to do the same.  D. Oman expressed that this board should not act either 

way- support or opposition, because we don’t have any information other than the statement in the 

letter that they are opposed.  Supervisor Mattson will follow-up and see if he can get the board more 

information from both sides. 

e-mail correspondence between Midwest Asphalt and Gravel and Supervisor Mattson regarding the 

paving of the Farmers Market area was shared.  The project paving will be rescheduled for early in 

October.  The board agrees this is acceptable. 

Jim now has the materials needed to install ceiling fans in the new addition of the community center; he 

just needs the time to install them. 

Supervisor Mattson presented a Felch Township Blight Ordinance.  1st reading was conducted at the 

meeting.  Supervisor Mattson encouraged all members to study the proposed ordnance and be 

prepared at the next scheduled meeting to discuss any issues or concerns.  Supervisor Mattson would 

like this Ordinance adopted before the end of this calendar year. 

Informational item - A letter was received from the State Treasury Department letting us know they 

need to obtain a copy of the township auditors CPA license.  The treasury department will resolve it with 

the firm. 

The Audit for Fiscal year ending March 31, 2016 and a copy of the completed F65 report was received 

and reviewed.  Each board member was given a copy of the audit and cover letter. The auditor’s 

comments and recommendations are:   internal controls are very difficult standards to meet and ours do 

not due to the size of and the staffing level at the township.  All board members need to be aware of 

this and be vigilant in performance of oversight duties.  The budget was exceeded without an 

amendment.  The clerk reports that the only thing he can think of is that we collect property taxes for 

the Tri-Township Ambulance Authority, and then pass those funds along to the TTAA from the general 

fund. We do not budget those funds as revenue or expense item and we should do that because it is 



 

 

deposited into and paid out of the general fund.  Other than that the audit reports no significant issues 

to be reported to the board at this time.  Additional copies of the audit and auditors cover letter are 

available from the clerk upon request.  M. Steinbrecher made a motion to accept the audit, supported 

by G. Wille.  All voted in favor. 

Lighting for Farmers Market area was reviewed.  MJ Electric was contacted for a proposal, as was Brooks 

Electric.  MJ did not submit a proposal, but did suggest that we contact WE Energies and have lights 

installed on the existing poles.  G. Brooks Electric Inc., proposal is in the amount of $15,700.00.  It 

includes directional boring to eliminate a meter out in the parking area.  Outlets on each light pole and 

In the Gazeebo along with dusk to dawn lighting in the Gazeebo.  After discussion about re-bidding the 

project.  It was moved by R, Mattson to ask Brooks to complete the work on a time and material basis 

with a not to exceed cost of $15,700.00.  If they agree then the clerk can move forward with awarding 

the work.  Supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor.  The clerk is directed to contact Brooks and keep 

the supervisor apprised of the status. 

Communications – Unapproved copy of the DCRC unapproved minutes. 

Mr. DeGroot provided a status update on the reassessing project.  There was a discussion about 

accessing a parcel of property that is accessed through Breen Township and the road has three different 

gates.  The board directed Mr. DeGroot to contact the property owner directly and make an 

appointment to meet them out there to do the assessing.  The board told him if he needs help in 

contacting the owner to notify the board. But again advised him that it is township policy to not drive 

around any locked and posted gates on private property. 

H. DeGroot presented the 2016 Tax Rate Request form L-4029.  It is noted that the L-4029 presented for 

approval by Mr. DeGroot only contains the township millage and does not contain a request to collect 

the extra voted millage for the Ambulance Service.  Mr. DeGroot will draft a separate L-4029 and get the 

required signatures and turn it into the County before the September 30, 2016 deadline.   The request 

presented at tonight’s meeting for the township operational millage is 1.2913 for the levy Dec 1st.  K. 

Sundholm made a motion to approve, supported by G. Wille, all voted in favor, and opposed no one.  

The L-4029 tax requests are approved the Clerk and Supervisor signed the forms on behalf of the board. 

Citizens Time:  Tom Harteau stated that MDOT was spraying the highway right of ways and he is not 

aware of any posted notices of the spraying.  Also they sprayed downtown Felch and that is considered 

a residential area. 

Laurie Steele asked when the park will close for the season. The board agreed it will be dependent upon 

the weather.  No frozen pipes or snowplowing.  She suggested that we get notices out so that the public 

knows our park is open through the fall time.  Especially hunting seasons.  Good idea. 

Board Member Privilege- Supervisor Mattson played a voice mail from a news station up in Marquette 

County who would like to know if we have an interest in doing a news story about our area.  Bob will 

follow up with him. 



 

 

D. Oman brought up that the Soil Conservation asked the township to send a letter of support for their 

grant.  The request was accidentally omitted from tonight’s board packet but was emailed to all 

members.  After discussion the clerk was directed to write a letter of support on behalf of the township 

board. 

K. Sundholm.  We have an AED now in the building we should schedule training sessions and let the 

public know they can attend.  It was agreed that D. Oman will contact the ambulance staff and see if 

they are interested in providing the training.  D. Oman will look at his calendar and is willing to schedule 

a class sometime in Oct or November. 

Also from K. Sundholm.  He heard that Weyerhaeuser, who bought out Plumb Creek land holdings in our 

area gives out community grants.  The guy lives in Norway.  Kevin will talk to Mark Anderson and see if 

he can get contact information for that guy because we should apply. 

No further business being properly brought before this board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn which 

was promptly supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor of adjournment, no one was opposed so 

Supervisor Mattson adorned the meeting at 7:10 p.m.  

 

Darrell J. Oman, 
Felch Township Clerk. 


