
 

 

Minutes April 6, 2020 

The regular meeting of the Felch Township Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor 

Mattson.   All those in attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll call showed that all board members, D. Dixon, G. Wille, M. Steinbrecher, R. Mattson and D. Oman 

were present.  No one was absent.  Also in attendance was Cemetery Sexton Rebecca Pollack, Jeff 

Anderson, Brian Phillips, John Benzie. 

Citizens Time:  John Benzie and Jeff Anderson addressed the board.  They were pleased that the 

township has budgeted funds for the repair of the fencing and backstop.  They explained they plan to 

continue their work on the fields this summer.  The small field needs to be edged, and some fill installed.   

They have a donation for tarps for home plate and the pitcher mound on the big field.  The donated 

tarps are valued at about $2,000.00.  They are continuing plans for the Hardball Labor Day Tournament 

They would like to see water spigot installed to irrigate the field without the need to run garden hoses 

from the community center.  The board thanked them for their hard work and volunteer hours to make 

the facility a nice safe place to hold ball games.  In discussion with the board about the fencing projects, 

while previous quotes for fencing have been received, Supervisor Mattson is going to check with one of 

the vendors a second time.  The board agreed to allow that and to decide on a vendor and award a bid 

at the regular May meeting for the entire fencing project.  

Reviewed and Approved the Agenda. 

Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of March 2nd 2020.  Motion to approve by G. Wille, supported by D. 

Dixon.  All voted in favor, the minutes were approved. 

Minutes of Special Budget Work session Meeting March 12th 2020.  Motion to approve by G. Wille,, 

supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor the minutes were approved. 

Minutes of Special Meetings Truth in Taxation and Budget Meetings March 17th 2020.  D. Oman moved 

to approve minutes of both meetings, supported by M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor, no one opposed 

the minutes were approved. 

Treasures Report was reviewed.  D. Oman made a motion to accept and place on file.  Supported by G. 

Wille, All voted in favor.  No one was opposed.  The motion was approved. 

Review and payment of bills:  The visa card expenses were reviewed, Home Depot Credit Card again is at 

a credit balance, no monthly bills have been received yet for Waste Management, Nordic Grocery, 

Nordic Trading Post,  also Quarterly payroll taxes are payable in April.  The electric bill for the 

community center is down slightly from last month and the Norway Lake Electric bill is higher this year 

than last year.  D. Oman suspects that the street lights are on.  D. Dixon made a motion to pay the bills.  

The motion was supported by G. Wille.  Supervisor Mattson called a vote.  All voted Aye, no one was 

opposed the motion is approved. 



 

 

Fire Department Report: Clerk Oman reported that Chief Anderson reported to him that the Speilbauer 

Fireworks is uncertain at this point for the fourth of July display.  He will try to contact them again this 

week.  Also the department was paged to one call down by the LeBranche Tavern.  No one from our 

department responded.  Breen Township did respond and provide mutual aide. 

Custodians Report:  Clerk Oman reports that John Fuchs has reported that he would like to get a new 

self-propelled push lawn mower as the other one is too hard to push.  D. Dixon made the motion to 

approve the clerk to purchase a new push lawn mower and recommends that the mower have larger 

tires on it.  The motion was supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor.  D. Oman also states that the 

senior citizens due to the declared pandemic are not serving meals at the center however they are now 

preparing takeout meals and delivery meals and food packages.  However they are also preparing meals 

for the Sagola center at Felch.  They are now using the small kitchen along with the main large kitchen 

that they rent 3 days per week plus the tables and areas out in the dining floor.  They had a large 

delivery of food for food packages that were stored out in the common areas.   They are not cleaning 

and sanitizing the areas daily that they are using.  Specifically of concern for daily cleaning and sanitizing 

are the tables and floors around them along with the small kitchen and small kitchen refrigerator.  

Supervisor Mattson will discuss this with the crew at the senior citizens.  D. Oman reports we have hired 

John additional help. They completed cleaning and sanitize from top to bottom with bleach water the 

entire building and will continue this practice as long as recommended by health officials. 

Cemetery Report:  Becky Pollack asked Clerk Oman to meet with her out at the cemetery once the snow 

is gone to help locate corners and lot markers.  It was agreed.  Also D. Oman reports that the caretaker 

Gary Johnson has had open heart surgery.  He will not be able to get the cemetery in shape for 

Memorial Day and suggested that the township board hire Dave Pillsbury from the Metropolitan Road to 

fill in until Gary is able to assume his duties.  D. Dixon made a motion to approve.  Supported by G. Wille.  

All voted in favor.  D. Oman will contact him.  D. Dixon pointed out that there is quite a bit of brush and 

broken limbs on the old dying spruce trees that need to be cleaned up.  D. Oman suggested being able 

to hire youth in the area to assist once the orders are lifted and people are allowed to leave their homes 

again for non-critical work.  All on the board agreed to allow this as the orders are lifted. 

Parks and Rec.  Supervisor Mattson reported that the parks must remain closed under Gov. Whitmers 

Executive Order.  G. Wille has nothing to report from the committee.  D. Oman reports that we have 

received one applicant for the Park Manager Position.  Jacob Lox of N9075 Norway Lake Road, Felch.    

After review of his application and discussion.  It was moved by R. Mattson to offer a conditional offer of 

employment to Mr. Lox, depending on background check and unprofessional conduct checks.  

Supported by D. Oman.  All voted in favor, opposed no one.  The clerk is directed to complete 

employment paperwork and notify Mr. Lox.   Supervisor Mattson questioned how we are going to clean 

up all the sticks and brush.  D. Oman suggesting asking the Dickinson County  Road commission to use 

their brush chipper.  Also a few parents have contacted D. Oman about their kids working this spring to 

clean up the park.  Supervisor Mattson noted that we cannot allow for that type of work at this time 

because it is not deemed critical.  All board members agreed that we will move forward with hiring 

additional clean up help as soon as permitted. 



 

 

FEMA Flood Plan Update.  D. Oman reports that there has been no progress. 

Digital Photos of Cemetery Records D. Oman reports that photos are completed. 

Attempts to schedule a meeting between Felch Township Board,  DICSA Officials and Felch DICSA Meal 

Staff has been postponed  due to Coronavirus. 

D. Oman reports that he has met with Mr. Jim Clement.  Mr. Clement has expressed an interest in selling 

his property on the corner of the Calumet Mine Road where the house burned down.  Mr. Clement 

indicated a price and wants to sell all of the lots he owns in Felch.  D. Oman is requesting permission to 

have a preliminary abstract or title search to the properties in question conducted so that we can 

determine correct ownership and actual number of the lots prior to any negotiation with Mr. Clement.  

D. Oman estimates a cost of around $800-$900.00 if he cannot complete the tile search and needs to 

hire assistance.  D. Dixon moved to approve. Supported by M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor.  D. Oman 

will get the preliminary work completed and will report back to the board his findings. 

Other Communications: 

The DNR Site visit to the potential solar farm has been canceled by the DNR due to the pandemic. 

Norway Lake Park site visit for improvements is unknown due to pandemic. 

Change in zoning required for solar farm is unknown. 

DCRC Minutes for March available for review. 

DCRC will be opening bids for road work tomorrow.  They will probably wait until May to award bids for 

road work if bids are within budget. 

Citizen time was offered again.  No one responded to the call. 

Board Member Privilege: 

D. Dixon.  When the tree removal company is looking at the work around the community center they 

need to look at the cemetery and we need to think about removing additional trees.  Also if they are 

cleaning up this spring several spruce trees were damaged by the winter snow and they may need a pole 

saw to cut down broken branches.  D. Oman commented that the township purchased a pole saw 

attachment to the weed trimmers the township owns. 

D. Oman moved to adjourn the meeting and the motion was supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor of 

adjournment.  No one was opposed.  Supervisor Mattson adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m. 

 
 
Darrell Oman 
Felch Township Clerk. 
 


