
 

 

August 4, 2014 

Felch Township Regular Meeting 

The regular board meeting of the Felch Township Board was called to order at 6:00 pm by Supervisor 

Mattson.   The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Roll Call was conducted; Mr. Wille, Mrs. Steinbrecher, Mr. Sundholm, Mr. Mattson and Mr. Oman were 

all present, No-one was absent.  Also attending the meeting:   Brian Johnson- Twp Custodian, Tom 

Harteau-Cemetery Sexton, and Brian Anderson -Fire Chief. 

Citizens Time was offered, no one addressed the board. 

Review and approval of the Agenda. 

Supervisor Mattson declared the minutes approved as presented without objection. 

Treasures report was reviewed and D. Oman made a motion supported by K. Sundholm to accept the 

report and place on file.  All voted in favor of the motion.  Supervisor Mattson declared the motion 

approved. 

Review and approval of bills:  G. Wille made a motion supported by K. Sundholm to pay the bills.  A vote 

was conducted:  all voted in favor, opposed none.  The supervisor declared the motion approved. 

Fire Department Report:  Chief Anderson stated nothing to report.  D. Oman asked about the 

Tanker/Tender Truck starting problem.  Chief Anderson stated it has been fixed by cleaning and 

tightening the battery connections. 

Custodian Report:  The boilers at the community center are working however Boiler 1 was intermittently 

flashing red on the display.  It was noted that the boilers are scheduled for annual maintenance and it 

will be address when that is completed.  The townships Chevrolet pickup is due for an oil change.  D. 

Oman noted that the oil and filters have been ordered and are at the school.  The oil will be changed 

and the Twp will be invoiced by the school.  D. Oman also noted that a new faucet for the kitchen sink 

has been purchased through the school and that the school maintenance came down and removed and 

cleaned the waste water sump in the Dr. Office and will invoice the township. 

Cemetery Report:  Nothing to report- It’s been pretty quiet. 

Election Discussion:  Reminder elections tomorrow.  Polls are open from 7 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  A new sign 

for the polling place was ordered and received.  It will be placed out by the highway.  The clerk asked for 

assistance in setting up for the elections after tonight’s meeting.   D. Oman reported that he completed 

online training and testing required for Elections accreditation.   D. Oman stated he plans to attend the 

MTA UP Summit in Marquette August 27-28th if he can get the time off of work the cost is $199.00. 

Supervisor Mattson reported that he received a request from Sherry (Murray) to borrow tables and 

chairs from the community center for a benefit for someone with cancer.  D. Oman objected to the 



 

 

request stating that it has been a long standing township policy that the tables and chairs from the 

community center are not loaned out.  Further suggested that the township board can and has 

approved the use of the community center for people or organizations without charge on a case by case 

basis provided it is requested and pre-approved by the board.   And questioned who will be responsible 

to check the tables and chairs in and out of the community center.   The request was denied due to a 

lack of a motion supporting the request. 

Request by Kevin Sundholm that Joe Reddinger be allowed to rent the township community center for a 

retirement party on Saturday August 30th at the resident rate.  D. Oman made a motion to approve the 

request, supported by M. Steinbrecher.  Four voted in favor, Kevin Sundholm abstained from voting.  No 

one opposed.  The supervisor declared the motion approved. 

Michigan Mining LLC update on the Groveland Mine was given by Kevin Sundholm and Darrell Oman. 

Communications Received.  None. 

Citizens Time was offered.  No one addressed the board. 

Board Member Privilege 

G. Wille reminder that the Township Association Meeting will be held on September 15th at Breen Twp. 

M. Steinbrecher.  The township audit that was scheduled was canceled due to health issues with the 

auditor.  Tentatively the plans are to conduct the audit in mid-August.  No date has been set.  

Questioned why the grass is not being trimmed on the septic drain field.  The grass is long and unsightly.  

Brian stated that there are rocks that were not picked after the new construction that was done on the 

drain field.  Supervisor Mattson was going to check the area out after tonight’s meeting. 

K. Sundholm.  Reminder the regular township September meeting is scheduled for Tuesday September 

2nd due to the Labor Day holiday.  Noted that the last two times he has been at the dump, our employee 

left the site during the hours the dump was open, at least once to go and get cigarettes at the store.  

Requested that this issue be addressed as he should remain at the dump during the hours the dump is 

open and not leave to run personal errands.  There was a presentation at the last Twp Association 

meeting about training that will be offered via webinars. 

R Mattson stated he Is recovering nicely from his knee operation.  Ed Felton called and asked about 

getting Port-A-Toilets for the Labor Day ball tournament, and about the fencing in the outfield.  D. Oman 

reports that the toilets have been ordered and that Brad Sheldon offered the use of his backhoe to 

remove the posts from the ground, and that Ron Milbrath has been contacted and will have the fencing 

replaced before Labor Day.  K. Sundholm requested to be present when Ron comes to estimate his 

materials because he wants to see changes to the gates.  Blocking the main one off and changing its 

location. K. Sundholm was appointed to meet with Ron and define for him what work needs to be 

completed on the big ball filed fencing.  R. Mattson stated he will contact MJ and get a bucket truck to 

fix the netting that is pulled down between the backstop and the bleachers. 



 

 

D. Oman.  The contract with Markell Roofing Company has been signed for the roofing project with the 

terms of 50% upon delivery of materials and the balance due upon completion and acceptance of the 

job.  The dishwasher in the kitchen owned by the Sr. Citizens broke down.  A discussion with the DISCA 

about replacement of the dishwashing sink and or dishwasher.  D. Oman is going to draw up plans for 

replacement of the sink and counter areas and try and obtain estimates.  G. Siegler is working on the 

mapping project.  He has completed the Groveland Mine Rd, Mattson Road.  He is working on M-69 and 

Norway Lake roads.  It was noted that the School has loaned a laptop and GPS to use for this project.   

Grant is not familiar with a lot of the residents.  After he has completed the worksheet a committee will 

need to sit down and work on assigning names to the addresses.   The township owns BS&A Software 

that can be installed on a township computer and the Assessors files installed on a second computer 

which would provide backup of the assessor’s files and better access to tax records at the township 

level.   D. Oman was directed to price out and obtain a laptop for this at his discretion.  The subject of e-

Poll software and computer for elections was discussed.  D. Oman was directed to pursue information 

about grants to change to e-Poll books at elections.  The Oman Road was discussed with Mr. Jim Harris 

of the Road Commission.  They are planning to address the Oman Road as a winter project which will 

include Pit Run gravel, culverts, ditching and Crushed Gravel will be needed.  D. Oman estimates that the 

cost of having the gravel crushed will be about $10,000.00 and those funds are not in the budget.  Jim 

Anderson is planning to have more gravel crushed this fall.   D. Oman is also pursuing the possibility of 

obtaining crushed gravel from the old Groveland Mine Site.  The Oman Road is reported as being in the 

worst condition in our township, and needs repair.  MJ Electric completed the replacement of the 

exterior lighting fixtures outside above the fire hall doors with energy efficient LED lighting. 

 

With no further business being properly brought before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn 

supported by K. Sundholm.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:29 p.m. 

 

Darrell Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 
 


