
 

 

Felch Township Minutes August 6, 2018 Meeting 

Supervisor Mattson called the regular board meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. All present stood and recited 

The Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  All members, G. Wille, M.  Steinbrecher, D. Dixon, R. Mattson and D. Oman were present.  No 

one absent.  Also present:  Fire Chief Brian Anderson, Parks Mgr. Jim Collier, Custodian John Fuchs, Ms. 

Betsy Bloom and State Police Trooper Geno Basanese. 

Citizens Time:  No one responded to the call. 

The Agenda was reviewed and D. Oman made a motion to accept the Agenda as presented.  Supported 

by D. Dixon, all voted in favor the Agenda was approved. 

M. Steinbrecher made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 2nd regular board meeting.  D. Dixon 

supported the motion.  All voted in favor, the minutes were approved. 

The treasures report was reviewed.  D. Oman made a motion to accept the report and place on file.  G. 

Wille supported the motion.  All voted in favor the motion was approved. 

Payment of bills.  The bills were reviewed and of special note D. Oman performed and will be paid for 

Cemetery Sexton duties at $75.00 per month until the position is filled.  M. Steinbrecher made a motion 

to approve payment of the bills.  G. Wille supported the motion.  All voted in favor, no one opposed.  

The payments were approved. 

Fire Department Report.  Chief Anderson reported that the department did not respond to any calls and 

nothing noteworthy to report. 

Custodians Report:  Mr. Fuchs reported that he and his summer helper have been working on stripping 

and staining the deck.  Mr. Fuchs asked for permission to have the old metal slide and Monkey bars 

removed as they are dangerous.  Mr. Fuchs also asked for permission to hire a temporary helper to 

remove the old timbers around the playground equipment and install new treated timbers and add a 

weed barrier and mulch under the new playground equipment.  D. Oman and Mr. Fuchs hauled sand 

and filled the sandbox in the playground area.  D. Oman stated that we recently revised the Parks and 

Rec Budget and that the cost center has additional money left to cover the costs up to about $2,000.00.  

R. Mattson requested that Mr. Fuchs measure the area and that the timbers be replaced with wood that 

is treated for in ground use.  D. Oman stated that the school is ordering another truck load of 

playground mulch and will have extra added to the load for the township’s use.  No one objected to the 

projects described by Mr. Fuchs.  Mr. Fuchs also added that he is looking at replacing the walk off mats 

in front of all entry doors. 

Cemetery Report:  R. Mattson reported that Gary Johnson has been filling in as caretaker and is doing a 

nice job.  D. Dixon reported that he removed the flags from the graves and avenue of flags.  Reminder 

that we need to order more medallions for veteran graves and several of the flags will need to be 

replaced prior to display next year.  D. Dixon reported that Wally Silverstone did not have a veteran 

marker and should have one placed on his grave.  D. Oman reported that Gary Johnson went on the roof 

of the old cement building and cleaned if off. Mr. Johnson stated that he was all over the roof and 

reports that it is solid and does not need to be replaced in his opinion he also removed overgrown brush 



 

 

from that area.  D. Dixon suggested we remind people that flowers and such on graves need to be 

removed by Labor Day.  After Labor Day the township will remove and dispose of items left. 

Parks and Recreational Report.  Mr. WIlle provided a report from the July Committee meeting.  The 

committee would like permission to have Becks Landscaping provide a quote to work on the small 

baseball diamond.  No one objected to getting a quote but not authorize work until reviewed by the 

board.  Discussion was held about the tennis courts at North Dickinson School being added to the 

townships recreational plan.  Randy Oman is going to get a load of sand delivered to the swings on the 

lake side of the park.  R. Mattson pointed out that he recently noticed the top beam on the swing on the 

lake side is in poor shape and asked Jim Collier to look at it and get it removed and fixed before 

someone gets hurt.    Discussed fixing the pit toilets by the baseball field.  Questioned and discussed the 

possibility of applying for grants to get more work done.  D. Oman reported that he attended a 

presentation on grants at the MTA Summit last week.  R. Mattson is going to contact Chuck Adams and 

see how they went about the grant applications in their township.  The committee is still planning to 

complete the disc golf course at Norway Lake Park this year.  G. Wille reported that Steve Anderson is 

interested and willing to serve on the Rec and Parks Committee.  R. Mattson moved to appoint Mr. 

Anderson to the vacant position on the committee.  All voted to confirm his appointment.   G. Wille will 

notify Mr. Steve Anderson of his appointment.  Mr. Jim Collier asked about the trail camera for use at 

the park.  He is having trouble with someone filling the trash cans again on the lake side of the park.  D. 

Oman has the camera and will get it to Jim.  D. Oman states that the school has a couple of picnic tables 

that need minor repair that can be given to the park.  Mr. Collier reports that the old metal picnic tables 

have been removed.  Carl Bishop came over with is skid steer and pulled out the concrete bases and 

they are being stored behind the equipment shed as Mr. Collier wants to use the metal to make skids for 

the picnic tables so they are easier to move when mowing the grass.  Jim reported that we need more of 

the paving bricks installed at the pump house.  D. Oman stated he already has them but has not 

delivered them to the park yet. 

R. Mattson presented a proposal from J. Carey to return with a dozer and Grub out the disc golf course 

fairways.  The original work came in less than estimated and there remains funds from the original 

proposal. The quote for dozer work is $2,600.00 and would be coordinated with Ryan Wille so that the 

work is completed for the fairways.  R. Mattson would then get a farm tractor to work up the soil and 

plant grass.  D. Dixon made a motion to approve J. Carey to complete the work.  Supported by M. 

Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor the work is approved. 

R. Mattson reported that the DNR grant for tire disposal is ending in September and we still have room 

and more funding to accept more tires.  R. Mattson suggested allowing farmers or loggers bring in truck 

tires for disposal but pay half the fee or $4.00 per tire to dispose.  D. Dixon suggested putting up more 

notices that the tire disposal is coming to an end. 

Cemetery Sexton Position.  R. Mattson reported that only one application was received for the position.  

Gary Johnson.  Gary is interested in the grounds caretaker duties but not the sexton duties.  D. Oman 

made a motion to hire Mr. Gary Johnson as caretaker and continue to search for a sexton.  D. Dixon 

supported the motion.  All voted in favor, opposed no one.  The hiring was approved. 

Supervisor Mattson contacted six tree removal companies for a quote to remove the trees around the 

community center grounds.  Three responded.  Robs Tree Service had the lowest bid of $1,500.00.  

Millers Tree Service and 1st Down Tree Service quoted $1,750.00 and $1,700.00.   G. Wille made a 



 

 

motion to accept Robs Tree Service bid, supported by D. Oman.  All voted in favor.  Opposed none.  The 

motion was approved. 

Supervisor Mattson reported that the DC Road Commission will be replacing 4 culverts in Felch 

Community area.  The also completed street stop signs in Felch Mountain Road.  The Board Resolution 

Honoring Dr. Jacobs was forwarded to Dr. Jacobs.  The Road Commission has added blacktop to exposed 

culverts, patched the parking lot and will patch by the post office and the hill going up to the cemetery 

to prevent further roadway failure/wash out.  The brush and logs by the big ball diamond were removed 

by Kyle Oman, Oman Trucking at no cost.  Thank you to Kyle.  The property owner of the blighted area in 

Felch Mountain contacted Supervisor Mattson and stated he is working on cleaning it up.  He is crippled 

up.  Supervisor Mattson will monitor to ensure progress is being made. 

 Citizens Time was offered and no one responded to the call. 

Board Member Privilege: 

M. Steinbrecher stated that she received a rent payment for the month of August for Dr. Jacobs Office.  

She has contacted the Hospital to return the payment as July was the last month that rent was due. 

D. Dixon.  We need to contact the road commission and see about getting the corner of VanLeer and 

14th street brushed out the visibility is poor at that intersection.  The township association is thinking 

about moving to 4 meetings per year instead of 6 meetings.  The next meeting is September 17th at 

Sagola Township.  We need to have a discussion about the cemetery rates at some point.    

D. Oman provided a brief report about attending the MTA UP summit at the Casino.  Reminded 

everyone that the primary election will be held tomorrow with Polls opening at 7 a.m. until 8 p.m. the 

elections staff has had additional training prior to this election as new equipment will be used including 

an electronic poll book. 

No further business being properly brought before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn at 

7:23 p.m.   Supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor the supervisor declared the meeting adjourned. 

 

 

Darrell Oman 

Felch Township Clerk. 


