
 

 

December 2nd 2019 Minutes 

The regular meeting of the Felch Township board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor Bob 

Mattson.  All in attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Roll call was conducted and showed that all board members; G. Willie, M. Steinbrecher, D. Dixon, R. 

Mattson, and D. Oman were present.  No one was absent. Also present was Fire Chief Brian Anderson.  

Ms. Betsy Bloom arrived at 6:12 pm. 

Citizens Time was called, no one responded. 

Reviewed and approved agenda. 

Minutes of November 4th regular meeting were approved.  D. Dixon made a motion to approve that was 

supported by G. Willie, all voted in favor of the motion, no one was opposed. 

Treasures report was reviewed.  D. Oman made a motion to accept and place on file.  The motion was 

supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor, no one opposed the motion was approved. 

Review and Payment of Bills:  The Visa and Home Depot charges were reviewed, as were other invoices 

and bills.  It was noted the following accounts Nordic Grocery, Napa, Ace Hardware, Cloots and Swanson 

have not been received yet. 

Fire Department Report:  Supervisor Mattson shared a letter from ISO, which is used by insurance 

companies to rate properties.  The department recently underwent a review.  The results of the review 

are an improvement in the fire rating of properties within 5 road miles of the fire hall.  Congratulations 

to the fire department.   Chief Anderson reports that the department responded to one fire call on a 

mutual aid basis in Breen Township.  They also responded to three different calls for downed power 

lines or related calls during the snowstorm. 

Custodians Report:  J. Fuchs has been painting the post office.  He has the painting completed.  He also 

reports that he is allowing the DICSA to use the old doctor’s office on a temporary basis to store items 

while they clean and organize the offices. 

Cemetery Report:  None 

Parks and Recreational Committee Report:  The bi-annual meeting required during the month of January 

will be scheduled later this month. 

Senior Citizens furniture request that they provide a plan for furniture none has been received yet. 

The board received from the Dickinson County Road Commission estimates for the cost to do road work 

in the township based on priorities set by the township board.  Specifically work on the Metropolitan 

Road and the Six Mile Lake roads.  The information from the road commission included road work 

estimates from other municipalities in the county and some budget information.  After discussion it was 

decided that Supervisor Mattson will contact the road commission and ask them to provide an estimate 



 

 

to complete work on only the Metropolitan Road and extend the work from the Norway Lake / M69 

junction up to the fire tower road instead of stopping at the church road.  The road deterioration 

between church road and the tower road is contributing to the problems down by the church and it 

would also save mobilization costs that could be put towards road work. 

It was also discussed putting a road millage on the March ballot to allow the township voters to 

determine if they want should approve extra taxes to levied and set aside those funds specifically for 

road work.  D. Oman made a motion to hold a special meeting to discuss such a resolution and approve 

or reject such a resolution for the March election day.  The motion was supported by M. Steinbrecher. 

Supervisor Mattson scheduled a Special Meeting for December 11th 2019 at 4:30 p.m. 

The township ambulance millage was also discussed.  Supervisor Mattson added the resolution to renew 

the existing .50 mil for ambulance operations to the agenda of the Special Meeting scheduled for 

December 11th, at 4:30 p.m. 

Repairing of the gravel on the Forstrom Road will be completed next spring using the crushed gravel that 

the township has remaining. 

DCRC met with Supervisor Mattson at the Norway Lake Park.  The DCRC will only remove the trees that 

are in the right of way and will impact the roadway.  They will not remove those in the park itself. 

In light of the fact that Mr. Paul Schuiteman has declined to accept his appointment to the Board of 

Review, Supervisor Mattson recommended that Mr. William (Bill) Cook from Metropolitan be appointed 

the Board of Review.  D. Oman made a motion to appoint effective immediately. The motion was 

supported by M. Steinbrecher, all voted in favor, no one opposed.  Mr. Cook’s appointment is approved.  

The clerk is to administer the Oath of Office to Mr. Cook as soon as possible. 

An estimate for a stainless steel drain board to be installed in the big kitchen counter has been received 

and forwarded to DICSA- Brian Johnson. 

Board of Review meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday December 10th, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. The 

purpose of the meeting is to correct any mutual errors of fact, add omitted properties, grant principal 

residence exemptions to those that qualified on June 1st but did not file for an exemption and to grant 

exemptions to qualified disabled veterans that did not file at the March BOR. 

FEMA Flood Plain participation.  After discussion the Clerk was directed to get the application 

information for our next meeting. 

Citizen’s time was offered- No one responded to the call. 

Board Member Privilege: 

D. Oman reports that the new laptop was ordered through the school and has been received.  Joe 

Nurmi, CPA has started on installation of the new version of QuickBooks.  Creating the chart of accounts 

based on the new state standard.   We will be using the payroll module which will have an annual fee.  



 

 

He will then work on inputting the data from the old version into the new version using the new charg of 

accounts.  This will be additional costs but it need to be completed in order to update our chart of 

accounts to the new state standardized account numbers.  Once the transition is completed we will be 

using an online version.  The clerk can establish accounts for board members who want to review 

financial information. 

The clerk received via the US Mail from the Michigan Department of Treasury a notice stating that the 

township did not file or pay the Sales, Use and Withholding Taxes for 2018.  The township clerk did file 

and we paid the withholding taxes that were due.  We did not have any sales tax or use taxes due.  So 

unfortunately the clerk will have to spend the time to prove that the referenced taxes were filed and 

paid. 

Lofholms Lumber is going out of business.  The township has a credit there of about $30.00 or so.  On 

Wednesday I am going into Norway to visit the store and do some shopping.  We need a bucket to carry 

ashes in; a new sidewalk salter the axel broke off today.  Also any other incidentals I can see there that 

we might need.  The inventory is 70% off starting on Wednesday. 

M. Steinbrecher – She was told when the latest software was installed on her laptop that her laptop 

should be updated next year to accommodate the newer software and the software installed that was 

formally at the county equalization department.  She is ok for now but it will need updating. 

Asked about putting up lights and or decorations for the holidays.   D. Oman volunteered to look for LED 

lights on Wednesday when he goes to town to light up the gazeebo along with some decorations.  And 

will install the lights on the gazeebo. 

D. Dixon. 

Asked about Scrap Metal Dumpster.   D. Oman states that A&L Metal out of Escanaba has said they will 

bring a dumpster for us, but declined to promise a cost or quote the value we will be paid for the scrap.  

They need to see how much we put into the dumpster, how often it is emptied, and the type of metal in 

the dumpster.  After discussion D. Dixon made a motion to bring A&L Metal dumpster on site.  

Supported by M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor, no one opposed.  D. Oman is directed to contact A&L 

and make arrangements for the delivery of the metal dumpster and we will see how it goes. No other 

company is willing to serve us at this point and time and without them, we can no longer accept scrap 

metal for recycling. 

The well lines broke at Norway Lake Park and flooded the well pump house.  Darwin shut the power off.  

The heater was on however according to Jim the heater elements burned out and the pipes froze.  So 

we will need to repair them in the spring. 

Questioned if anyone knew why the county reconstructed the Upper Skunk Creek Road.  After 

discussion by all board members; No one on the board knew why the road was reconstructed.  Most did 

not know it was a county road.  Is it classified as a local road, or primary road?  When is the township 

responsible for contributing payment for fixing roads and when are they not responsible.  After 



 

 

discussion it was requested that Supervisor Mattson contact the DCRC and find out why it was 

reconstructed, and what the total cost was to reconstruct the road. 

No further business being properly before the board.  D. Oman made a motion to adjourn.  The motion 

was supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor.  Supervisor Mattson declared the meeting adjourned at 

7:20 p.m.  

 

Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


