
 

 

Meeting Minutes Felch Township January 4, 2016 

 

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Mattson at 6:00 p.m.   The Pledge of Allegiance to the 

Flag was recited by all who attended. 

Roll Call was conducted by the clerk:  Present G. Wille, M. Steinbrecher, K. Sundholm, R. Mattson and D. 

Oman all present.  Also attending was Fire Chief Brian Anderson, Cemetery Sexton Tom Harteau and 

Custodian Jim Challancin. 

Citizen’s time was offered and no one addressed the board. 

The Agenda was reviewed and approved. 

The minutes of the December 7, 2015 meeting were read.  M. Steinbrecher noted that the Township 

agreed to collect taxes for North Dickinson and the ISD at $2.50 / parcel the draft minutes have an 

erroneous amount of $250.00.  G. Wille made a motion to approve the minutes with the correction of 

the error, Supported K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor the minutes are approved as corrected. 

Treasures Report was presented and reviewed.  A noteworthy comment by Treasure M. Steinbrecher 

the report reflects that the State is now paying $4.00 per parcel which is a significant increase.   They 

had been paying $2.00 per acre and sometimes less than that each year.  The $4.00 per parcel is divided 

in half so the townships share is $2.00 per parcel and the County gets $2.00 per parcel.  D. Oman made a 

motion to accept the report and place on file.  Motion was supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in 

favor, opposed no one.  The motion was approved. 

Review of the bills was conducted M. Steinbrecher made a motion to pay the bills. Supported by G. 

Wille.  All voted in favor, opposed no one.  The motion to pay the bills was approved. 

Fire Department Report.  The department responded to two fires.  One was a pickup truck fire on the 

road to the South Groveland Mine ponds.  The second was suspicious in nature.  It involved four 

different small grass fires that were started on the Norway Lake Road.   Two of them were close to the 

Nordic Grocery on the East side of the road, and two more were near Chad Hords on the West side of 

the road.  The fires stared too far off the road way to have been caused by something dragging or a 

vehicle on the blacktop.  The Sheriff Department was contacted.  They patrolled the area after the fires 

were discovered. 

Custodians Report:  UP Plumbing and Heating still has not fixed the boiler problems and he has not 

returned Jim’s calls.  The Board suggested that he contact Balagic Brothers or some other vendor to see 

if they are interested in fixing the boilers and setting them up so that they back each other up in case of 

failure.  Jim said he will give UP Plumbing and Heating one more try.  The board wants the boiler fixed so 

we have backup as is designed.  If UP Plumbing does not come out or respond move on and find a 

different vendor. 



 

 

Cemetery Report:  Tom Reports that it is slowed up with the winter weather setting in.  He has some 

clean up to do in the spring along with grass planting that could not get done due to the late season 

burials.  He also has a pile of dirt that is frozen in place and will have to wait until spring to clean up.  He 

hopes that by Memorial Day all will be finished and once again looking good. 

Communications:  Dickinson County Road Commission sent the board a letter that was nice to receive.  

It was a letter of appreciation for working cooperatively with them on the maintenance and rebuilding 

of the Oman Road. 

Supervisor Mattson provided an informational report on the progress with CUPPAD.  They are nearing 

completion of the final draft of the revised zoning ordinance.   It will be presented to the township 

board in the near future for review and approval. 

K. Sundholm made a motion to approve the sale of Cemetery Lot # 25 in the 2000 addition from Mrs. 

Mary Blomquist to Mr. and Mrs. Dorn Seigler of Groveland Mine Road in Felch Township.  The sale is 

between relatives and is for the same amount originally paid to the township for the lot with no profit 

on the sale of the lot.  The motion was supported by M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor, opposed no 

one.  The sale is approved and the clerk authorized to transfer burial rights on that lot to Mr. and Mrs. 

Dorn Seigler.  

Discussion on SB 571.  Supervisor Mattson recommended the clerk draft a letter from the Felch 

Township Board and send it as soon as possible.  The letter from the board shall ask the Governor to 

veto SB 571.  We ask that he join us in preserving an environment of openness and transparency 

between our local government and the public.  We ask that he send the bill back to the legislature to 

have the language removed from the bill that places a restriction on local government’s ability to 

provide information to the public for 60 days prior to an election on ballot proposals for taxes.  It is 

irresponsible for this board not to provide information to the public on the cost of proposed tax 

increases or the intended use of the revenues that would be generated.  The motion was supported by 

K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor- opposed no one.  The motion was approved and the Clerk directed to 

draft and submit a letter on behalf of the township board. 

Discussion on Norway Lake Park was informative and several ideas generated.  Supervisor Mattson 

called a special meeting for January 20th at 6:00 p.m. at the Felch Township offices in the Community 

Center.  The purpose of the Special Meeting is to our further discussion on Norway Lake Park policies 

and procedures for operating and maintaining the park along with any other business that may properly 

come before the board. 

A review of the budget for this fiscal year was completed. 

A worksheet for next fiscal year was handed out to each board member and each township department 

represented at the meeting.  Our project list was also distributed.  Some discussion was held about the 

upcoming fiscal year.  Each board member was asked to study the budget, and project list and bring 

back to the next regular meeting any ideas or suggestions for the budget. 



 

 

M. Steinbrecher made a motion to extend the tax collection deadline to February 29, 2016.  D. Oman 

supported the motion.  All voted in favor, opposed no one.  The deadline is extended. 

Citizen’s time was offered again, no one addressed the board. 

Board Member Privilege: 

K. Sundholm provided information that there are plans to place a 2” asphalt lift on Highway M69 from 

M95 to Felch.  Also the Township Association Meeting is scheduled for January 15 at Loretto, MI. 

No further business being properly brought before this board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn, 

supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, Supervisor Mattson adjourned the meeting at 7:28 pm. 

 

 

Darrell J. Oman 

Felch Township Clerk. 

 


