
 

 

January 5, 2015 

Felch Township Board Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance to Flag was recited.  

Roll Call:  Present – G. Wille, M. Steinbrecher, K. Sundholm, R. Mattson, and D. Oman.  All board 

members present.  Also present Fire Chief Brian Anderson, Custodian Jim Challancin and Retired 

Custodian Brian Johnson. 

Citizens Time was offered.  No one addressed the board. 

Call for amendments to the agenda.  None being presented the agenda stands approved. 

K. Sundholm made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous board meeting December 1, 2014 

supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor- the motion was approved. 

D. Oman made a motion to accept the treasures report, supported by G. Wille all in favor none opposed 

the motion was approved. 

Review and payment of bills. K. Sundholm made a motion to pay the bills, M. Steinbrecher supported.  

All voted in favor.  No one opposed the supervisor declared the motion approved. 

Supervisor Mattson appointed K. Sundholm to serve as Felch Township alternate to the Tri-Township 

Ambulance Authority.  K. Sundholm accepted the appointment. 

Fire Department Report:  The department responded to two calls.  One for a Chimney Fire in Felch 

Township one call was for mutual aid in Breen Township.  Chief Anderson reported that the department 

was awarded a 50/50 Grant through the DNR in the amount of $4,999.00 to be used for turn out gear.  

The township will need to match the grant dollar for dollar.  The department also applied for a grant 

through Enbridge and have not had any word back on it yet.  The Tanker Truck is in need of repairs to 

the Air System.  Repair estimates are $2,200.00 - $3,000.00.  D. Oman made a motion to authorize Chief 

Anderson to get the repairs completed.  The motion was supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor – 

the Supervisor declared the motion approved.  The Chief reported that they are having problems with 

the pumper truck.  Specifically the clutch is slipping and the pump packings are bad.  The Chief 

suggested that the board should think about replacing the pumper truck.  The Chief did not have any 

specific recommendations for a replacement.  The chief was directed to get an estimate on getting the 

defective clutch replaced or repaired until such a time more specific recommendations are made on a 

replacement truck.  In discussion about the packings  D. Oman commented that he used to adjust them 

however if there is no adjustment left and packing seals can’t be added it is likely not cost effective to 

have the pump rebuilt.  M. Steinbrecher commented on how well the department did on the Chimney 

fire.  She was at the residence and thought the department did an excellent job.  Chief also brought to 

the board’s attention that insurance companies are willing to pay the fire department.  Some discussion 

on invoicing for fire calls was held.  D. Oman is directed to contact other local municipalities to see what 

their policies are for invoicing for fire calls and report back to the board. 



 

 

Custodians Report:  Supervisor Mattson presented Mr. Brian Johnson a Thank you card signed by all 

Board Members and a Pre-Paid Visa Gift Card for his retirement.  Supervisor Mattson thanked Brian for 

his service to the community and stated he thinks he will miss his humor the most. 

Items discussed:  Health Department report.  Jim will meet with Darrell at the school and come up with 

some drawings of new deep sinks and get cost estimates.  Ice buildup on the roof.  It is a hazard out near 

the pavilion.  Jim has a plan for blocking it off.  Heat tapes on the roof were discussed.  Jim reported on 

his first day a rock hit the windshield on the twp pickup and cracked it.  D. Oman will check on pricing 

and our insurance coverage.  The plow has a broken spring.  D. Oman said to come to the school they 

have spare springs that the twp can get and then replace at a later time the school also has the garage 

and the tools to replace it.  Discussion on the grease trap issue Jim will resolve it.  The boiler still is not 

fixed.  Directed Jim to get it fixed.  Some discussion was held in regards to rental policies for the 

township hall and insurance binders for events with alcohol and that no person or group can use the 

community center without paying rent unless it is first been approved by the full board. 

Street light removal issue.  D. Oman reported he did not follow up on this and will hopefully have 

information for the next board meeting. 

A budget report for the current fiscal year was provided to all board members.  D. Oman commented 

that it is likely we will need to amend the Elections cost center because of a May election that has been 

scheduled and the township has applied for a grant for the ePoll book and training will be necessary and 

most likely be held during this fiscal year. 

Supervisor Mattson made a recommendation that the following Felch Township Residents be appointed 

to the Planning Commission:  Mr. Ted Budek and Mr. Darwin Dixon 3 year terms.  Mr. Randy Oman and 

Mr. Rocky Behreandt 2 year terms.  Mr. Robert Mattson – One year term.  D.  Oman made a motion to 

appoint as recommended by the Supervisor.  Supported by M. Steinbrecher.  Roll Call vote.  All voted in 

favor Aye= 5.  No = 0.  The motion declared approved by the supervisor.  The appointments are effective 

January 1, 2015. 

Supervisor Mattson read a thank you note that was received from the Abiding Faith Church Group 

thanking the board for allowing them to use the community center to host a free Thanksgiving Day Meal 

for the community. 

Citizens Time again was offered.  No one addressed the board. 

Board Member Privilege:  G. Wille – Township Association Meeting will be held Jan 19th.  M. 

Steinbrecher -  TTAA meeting is scheduled for the 21st of January. 

D. Oman made a motion to adjourn supported by K. Sundholm  All voted in favor the meeting adjourned 

at 7:20 p.m.  


