
 

 

Minutes July 2nd 2018 Felch Township Board 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. all stood and recited The Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll call:  All board members, Wille, Steinbrecher, Dixon, Mattson and Oman were present.  Also in 

attendance was Fire Chief Brian Anderson, Custodian John Fuchs, Parks, Jim Collier, arriving at 6:10 Ms. 

Betsy Bloom, and at 6:48 Mr. Jim Edberg. 

No one responded to call for citizen’s time. 

The agenda was approved without objection. 

G. Wille made a motion to approve the minutes as written from the June 4th 2018 regular meeting.  

Supported by D. Dixon, all voted in favor, no one opposed, the minutes are approved. 

D. Oman made a motion to accept and place on file the Treasures Report.  D. Dixon supported the 

motion.  All voted in favor, opposed no one.  The motion was approved. 

Review of bills.  D. Dixon made a motion to pay the bills, the motion was supported by M. Steinbrecher.  

All voted in favor, no one opposed the motion was approved. 

Fire Department Report.  Chief Anderson reported that the department responded to one call for 

ambulance assist at an accident.  The Fireworks are all set for the July 4th holiday the township will 

receive the invoice for payment after the event. 

Custodians Report:  Mr. Fuchs provided a copy of the recent Health Department inspection.  Supervisor 

Mattson asked that he start and maintain a file of the inspections. 

Cemetery Report:  Mr. Jim Collier resigned as caretaker of the cemetery.  Citing that he does not have 

enough time and is unable to keep up both the park and the cemetery.  He prefers to keep the park 

duties and do it correctly.  Jim was thanked for his service.  With Lola Dixons death we also need a 

sexton.   D. Oman was directed to post an ad for both caretaker and Sexton and R. Mattson is authorized 

to hire on a temporary basis someone to mow and trim the cemetery until a person can be hired.  The 

grave flags will also have to be removed and stored after the July 4th Holiday and Lynn and Shad 

Ackerman will be contacted about removing and storing the avenue of flags.   D. Dixon requests that the 

township look at installing a basin or container for the top soil that is behind the old building up there, 

and to clean up that area.  D. Oman stated that the new 2000 addition needs to be better marked for 

graves.  The cement markers are in however they are buried not visible and there are not metal markers 

so they can’t be found with a metal detector.  Tom Harteau is familiar with the survey and is willing to 

locate them and place a metal rebar by them, however he will do so at an hourly rate and will need a 

helper.  Mr. Harteau recommends waiting until after the hay is cut to get started. 

Parks and Recreation:  G. Wille reports that he is hoping to meet with Ryan by the end of this week to 

walk the new Disc Golf course and get started on the installation.  The goal is to be completed by the 

end of August.  D. Oman reports that J. Carey Inc. is finished with the list of work we had.  G. Wille and 

R. Mattson are appointed to meet with Carey and do a walk through to ensure the job is completed.  

Discussion about starting to plan for the next phase of the project, installation of additional sites and 

getting electrical power installed on that side of the park.  Mr. Collier stated now that he has more time 

he will be working on cleaning up that area of the park which has been neglected for several years.  G. 



 

 

Wille reports that the semi-annual meeting of the Park and Rec Committee has not been scheduled yet 

but will happen towards the end of July.  D. Oman commented that additional materials that were 

budgeted will need to be purchased for the Disc Golf and that will happen over the next month. 

DEQ Tire disposal program/grant is going well.  The third dumpster has been delivered.  We are still 

getting several passenger and Light truck tires so large truck tires will not be accepted at this time. 

A resolution honoring Dr. Donald Jacobs, M.D. service while maintaining a medical clinic at the Felch 

Community Center was presented and read by D. Oman, R. Mattson supported adoption of the 

resolution.  All voted in favor of adoption.  The resolution was adopted.  R. Mattson will get the 

resolution framed and will present it to Dr. Jacobs. 

R. Mattson reported that he met with MVA and the property behind the ball field basically has no value.  

The brush and logs that are left by the corner of the ball field he will try and find someone to haul away.  

D. Oman will contact Kyle Oman and see if he will run down there and haul it to the dump area for a 

minimal fee.   

The culvert discussed at last month’s meeting. R. Mattson reports that the Dickinson County Road 

Commission is aware of it and it is on the list of projects to be completed by them. 

R. Mattson reported that Jim Edberg has asked about an area in the township hall to be reserved for 

placing memorabilia.  After discussion R. Mattson will meet with Jim Edberg and find out what he has 

that he wants to display and report back to the full board. 

Update on the well at Norway Lake.   D. Oman reports that Kleiman Well was onsite and checked it out.  

The problem is that the pump is pumping water faster than the well can recover causing cavitation when 

it runs out water and that is stirring up sediment down in the well which causes sand in the water.  The 

spigot output line was restricted so that this will not occur.  The water is safe and has been tested.  By 

restricting the output, it will stop the sandy appearance of the water. 

Budget Amendment.  The parks cost center budget needs to be increased by $23,000.00 to cover the 

expenses of the additional work by Carey.  D. Oman made a motion to amended the budget by that 

amount, the motion was supported by G. Willie and all voted in favor.  D. Oman also noted that we will 

need to amend the budget in the next couple of months for the dump cost center.  We will need to 

account for the income of the grant money and expenses related for disposal of the tires. 

Citizens Time:  Mr. Jim Edberg addressed the board.  He is interested in setting up an area of the 

community center to display memorabilia.  Supervisor Mattson will meet with him to see what he wants 

to display and will report back to the board.  Jim asked that the board contact the road commission 

about signs for the Felch Mountain Road, yield and stop and the street sign is missing.  D. Dixon 

commented that the road needs gravel on it.  Supervisor Mattson will contact the road commission. 

Board of Review meeting is scheduled for July 17th at 6:00 p.m. at the Felch Community Center. 

Board Member Privilege 

D. Oman reminded everyone who wants to attend the MTA UP Summit needs to provide a registration 

so that we can register with the early bird discount rate.   D. Oman is planning to attend the morning of 

7/31 and may spend the night at the conference and attend again on 8/1.  The new elections equipment 



 

 

has been received and training will occur on 7/20 at Felch again on 8/2 in Iron Mountain for election 

inspectors, and election is 8/7.  Brittany Olson will be hired at an hourly rate to redo all voter master 

cards for elections.  This must be done ASAP.  The project was previously approved about a year ago, 

however it did not get done.  No one objected to the hiring. 

G. Wille nothing to add. 

M. Steinberecher-  A thank you was received from the North Dickinson Senior Class for the contribution 

to the All Night Graduation Party.  Some of the baseball coaches want to know what it will take to get 

improvements done to the small baseball field.  The group should meet with or attend the next Parks 

and Rec Committee meeting and discuss it with them first and they can bring a recommendation to the 

board.  G. Wille will let Marilyn know when the meeting is scheduled near the end of July. 

D. Dixon.  – The Dr. Office signs need to be taken down.  D. Oman suggested contacting the County Road 

Commission to remove the sign off of the Power Pole however the other sign should stay.  The Sr. 

Citizens Site council wants to have a sign added and that sign against the building could be used as a 

mounting base for the sign also we are still not sure what is going to happen with the clinic.  Dixon 

commented that the parking lot is getting rough and needs attention, also questioned if the deck is 

going to be stained, all of the brick molding on township buildings should be painted.  Mr. Fuchs will 

look into getting our summer helper to work on those projects.  D. Dixon questioned if the landscape 

blocks have been installed at the pump house at Norway Lake yet, D. Oman did not get them done yet, 

but will address it and complete it.  D. Dixon stated that we have passed a Blight Ordinance and it is not 

being enforced yet.  Dixon feels it needs to be enforced especially in Felch Mountain and Downtown 

Felch several areas are a mess.  R. Mattson stated he has addressed, on more than one occasion, an area 

in Felch Mountain but he will again write or call and address it. 

R. Mattson did not have anything to add. 

D. Oman made a motion to adjourn at 7:35 p.m., supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor and the 

meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Darrell J. Oman, 

Felch Township Clerk. 

 


