
 

 

July 6, 2015 

Felch Township Board Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor Mattson.   The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited. 

Roll Call was conducted G. Wille, M. Steinbrecher, K. Sundholm, R. Mattson and D. Oman was present.  

No one was absent.   Also attending was Fire Chief Brian Anderson, Cemetery Sexton Tom Harteau and 

Custodian Jim Challancin also present. 

Citizen’s time was offered and no one addressed the board. 

The agenda was reviewed and set for the meeting. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of June 1, 2015 were reviewed and approved on a motion from G. 

Wille and supported by K. Sundholm all voted in favor of approving the minutes no-one was opposed. 

Treasures report was reviewed and noted that Waste Management was over paid in the amount of 

$853.90.  The clerk was directed to contact Waste Management to get a credit memo and or a refund.  

K. Sundholm made a motion to accept the report with the above error noted, Supported by G. Willie.  All 

voted in favor, opposed no one.  The treasures report is accepted and placed on file. 

Review of Bills.  The clerk noted that WE Energies bill this month is for two months of service as last 

month’s invoice was not received on time and the clerk was in the hospital. So this month’s invoice 

reflects charges for two months.  Additionally Waste Management invoice for monthly disposal has not 

been received yet.  K. Sundholm made a motion to pay the bills, support by G. Wille.  All voted in favor, 

opposed none.  The Supervisor declared the motion approved. 

Fire Departments Report:  Felch Fire won the annual Fireman’s softball game on July 4th. The fireworks 

display was very good again this year.  Supervisor Mattson stated that someone told him that the 

display at Felch was better than the shows put on by the bigger cities. .  There was one incident of 

someone who shot off a firework in front of the fire hall after most spectators had left.  Luckily no one 

was injured and we had no reports of vehicle damages even though several were hit.    We were unable 

to determine who was responsible. Other than the one incident it was very well attended, the crowd 

well behaved and not a lot of trash left behind.   The department did not receive any emergency calls for 

service the past month. 

Custodial Report:  Much of the trash was picked up after the fireworks event.  Not nearly the mess he 

was anticipating.  60% of the interior florescent lights have been updated from T-12 to T-8, new ballasts 

and light bulbs.  D. Oman made a motion to pay Jim for the extra work, supported by M. Steinbrecher.  

All voted in favor, opposed none.  The motion is approved.  The supervisor directed the clerk to pay Jim 

for the extra work based on per fixture updated.  It was also noted that contractors had provided quotes 

for this update a few years ago and it amounted to several thousand dollars.  We appreciate the extra 

efforts and work.  Jim suggested that we consider in the future getting in a dozer to change the grade 



 

 

between the two ball diamonds so that the grass can be mowed with our mowers.  It would look nice 

and would not require a brush hog and tractor to keep it mowed.  The Road Commission did a very nice 

job in mowing around Felch for the 4th of July and it is appreciated.  D. Oman mowed around the ball 

fields and in other areas with the School’s brush hog and tractor. 

Cemetery Report:  All has been pretty quiet.  The trees that were scheduled to be removed after 

Memorial Day will still be removed this year.  There was some unexpected delay’s with equipment. 

R. Mattson provided the board with an update about the letter to the property owner regarding unsafe 

residence.  The owner has been in contact with Supervisor Mattson however the problems have not 

been corrected.  The open pit to the well and vehicles parked on the right of way.  The board asked the 

supervisor to continue to pursue the owner with the goal of getting the safety issues corrected 

immediately and recommended that he contact law enforcement to have citations issued for 

abandoned vehicles that are parked on the right of way or have them towed if necessary.  Supervisor 

Mattson stated that the Planning Commission continues to work on this issue as well. 

The community center rental contract updates were again reviewed and discussed.  G. Wille made a 

motion to adopt the revised rates, terms and contract form, supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in 

favor no one opposed.  The revision dated 7/6/2015 is approved. 

It was reported by Brian Johnson at the last board meeting that the office area used by DISCA possibly 

has mold in it.  Jim stated there was a very small area that he was not sure if was or was not mold, and 

he cleaned the wall with soap and water.  Bob has contacted a contractor to remove the dry wall and 

inspect the interior of the walls and correct any problems that may be found and then replace the 

drywall.   Supervisor Mattson will follow up and take corrective action if and as needed.  If mold is 

present he may have it tested depending on what is found.  Bob will ask the contactors to photograph 

the area before and during work to provide a photographic record documenting what is found. 

Citizens Time:  Tom Harteau addressed the board.  County Road 581 and 426 are deteriorating rapidly.  

The roads have “truck ruts” that is causing water to collect and he is concerned about hydroplaning by 

vehicles.  Mr. Harteau suggested that the township board may want to consider contacting the Road 

Commission and asking that the road have weight restrictions established in the spring to try and 

preserve what is left of the road and try slow down the damages to the roadway until funding can be 

found to fix the road. 

Board Member Privilege: 

D. Oman:  The elections audit went well.  No demerits or deficiencies.   The MTA Conference in Bark 

River was very interesting and a lot of good information.   Norway Lake Park and the article in the 

newspaper - no correspondence or word from the count board yet only what was in the newspaper.   

Sample Ballots for the County’s Special Election upcoming on August 4th was handed out.   Not sure why 

the townships and ISD millage is listed on the ballot 



 

 

G. Wille.  He will be out of town for work and unable to attend the August meeting.  The September 

meeting is questionable. 

M. Steinbrecher inquired about the progress of township mapping project.  D. Oman stated he does not 

think Grant has worked on it in quite some time and it is only partially completed.  D. Oman will check 

with Grant.  However suggested we should wait and see how the assessing audit comes out.  Then hire 

someone or some firm to complete the project addressing the assessing department’s needs.  Jim 

Challancin should have a credit card for Wal-Mart and Home Depot.  D. Oman will see if he can get one 

with his name on it.  In the meantime he can purchase from stores where we have accounts or the clerk 

can place the amount on the Townships Visa Card on a case by case basis.  K. Sundholm made a motion 

to approve Jim getting a Wal-Mart and Home Depot Card provided township credit card policy allows for 

it, G. Wille Supported.  All voted yes.  No one voted no. 

K. Sundholm.  Doors leading into the bathroom are hard to open and if in a wheel chair or disabled they 

may not be able to open the doors.  Again would like to see the bathrooms get on a project list to be 

updated.  D. Oman stated that the Elections Commission needs to survey the polling place and Federal 

Grants are available to bring the polling place into ADA compliance.  R. Mattson will work with D. Oman 

on this.  The canopy above the post office door should be replaced so the snow does not fall off onto the 

people entering the post office.  R. Mattson will look at it. 

With no further business being properly brought before the board D. Oman made a motion to adjourn, 

Supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor of adjournment.  The supervisor declared the meeting 

adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 

 

Darrell Oman, 
Felch Twp Clerk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


