
 

 

May 4, 2020 Meeting Minutes 

Supervisor Mattson called the regular meeting of the Felch Township Board to order at 6:00 p.m. all in 

attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll call was conducted and showed all board members were present.  Wille, Steinbrecher, Dixon, 

Mattson, and Oman.  No one was absent.  Also present was Rebecca Pollack and Brian Anderson.  Jacob 

Lox arrived at 6:20 p.m. 

Citizens Time was offered and no one responded to the call. 

The Agenda was reviewed and approved. 

The minutes of the April 6th 2020 meeting were moved by D. Dixon to approve as written.  The motion 

was supported by G. Wille.  A voice vote showed that all voted in favor, no one was opposed the 

minutes were approved. 

Treasures report was reviewed.  D. Oman made a motion to accept the report and place on file.  D. 

Dixon supported the motion.  A voice vote was held.  All voted Aye; no one was opposed the motion was 

approved. 

Review and payment of bills:  The visa charge account transactions, home depot charge account 

transactions, were reviewed, the WE Energies bill was received today, Invoices expected but not 

received yet are the Norway Lake electric bill, Ace/Napa Bills and Waste Mgt have not been received 

yet.    D. Dixon made a motion to pay the bills.  The motion was seconded by G. Wille.  All voted in favor, 

no one was opposed.  The motion was approved. 

Fire Department Report:  Chief Anderson reports that the department responded to two calls.  One 

Grass fire in Breen Twp. and a second call for an overheated water heater in the basement of a home on 

the Groveland Mine Road.  Woodward Repair is fixing the exhaust on the Pumper Truck and the pump 

on the brush truck is jammed.  Woodward is also working on that.   Chief Anderson asked the board 

what we wanted him to do about 4th of July activities and the fireworks order.  Should he proceed with a 

down payment and order the fireworks?   It was the consensus of the board to place the order for the 

fireworks.  It is too early to determine if the 4th of July celebrations are going to be canceled.  If we are 

forced to cancel the display they will store the order until later on in the year or as needed. 

Cemetery Report:  A burial request has been made.  Is the cemetery open?  It was discussed and the 

Township Boards position is that the cemetery is open.  Burials and grave side services can proceed.  The 

board recommends that people practice safety and social distancing.  Gary Johnson is back and working 

on a limited basis due to his surgery.  David Pillsbury of Felch will assist Gary in getting the cemetery 

ready.  It is hopeful that the flags can be installed prior to Mother’s Day and the cemetery be ready for 

Memorial Day. 

Parks and Rec Committee Report:  None. 



 

 

Norway Lake Park Manager.  Jacob Lox attended the meeting and introductions were completed.  After 

discussion it is the goal of the township board to have the Norway Lake Park ready to open by Memorial 

Day weekend.  Supervisor Mattson and Clerk Oman will meet with Jake at the park this week at a time 

that is mutually acceptable to all to go over what needs to be done for the park to open.  A sign will be 

posted asking that all who visit the campgrounds practice safety and social distancing.  

Supervisor Mattson met with Quintin Olson and reviewed tree, stump and brush removal that is needed 

at the Norway Lake Park as well as the community center grounds.  Olson submitted an Estimate of 

$3,110.00 to complete all tree removals, stump grinding, fill with topsoil, brush chipping and removal.  

D. Oman made a motion to hire Quinten Olson Enterprises, Inc., to complete the work and the work 

needs to be completed at the Norway Lake Park as soon as possible to allow it to be open for Memorial 

Day weekend.  The motion was supported by Dixon.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed.  The 

motion was approved.  Supervisor Mattson will communicate with Mr. Olson. 

The Dickinson County Road Commission received bids for the work on the Metropolitan Road.  Bacco 

Construction bid is $129,490.00 and Payne and Dolan Inc, bid is $140,737.00.  If the low bid is accepted 

the townships share of the project is $64,745.00 and the Dickinson County Road Commissions portion of 

the project is $64,745.00.  The Road Commission Superintendent Mr. Jim Harris has asked if the 

township could fund the entire project and the DCRC would repay the township its portion of the 

project at a later date.  After discussion D. Dixon made a motion to accept the low bid by Bacco and 

approve the project including that Felch Township will fund the entire project cost however provided 

that the DCRC provides a definitive repayment plan and that the plan is approved by the DCRC board 

and the repayment assurances are in writing and said plan drafted by an attorney, Furthermore; 

Supervisor Mattson is authorized to sign such an agreement on behalf of the township board.  The 

motion was supported by D. Oman.  All voted in favor.  No one was opposed.  The motion is approved. 

The fencing project was brought forward from last moths meeting to allow Delta Fence to submit a 

proposal/estimate.  Delta Fence did not provide a proposal.  D. Oman moved to award the project to 

Northern Landscape of Norway, MI, provided they will honor the estimates submitted last fall.  M. 

Steinbrecher supported the motion.  All voted in favor no one was opposed.   The clerk will obtain a 

current copy of the estimate and sign on behalf of the township board.  Supervisor Mattson will contact 

them and schedule the work to begin as soon as possible. 

D. Oman provided an update on due diligence title work for property that the township may have an 

interest in obtaining ownership of. 

Received a written request from Lisa Casey asking if she can make arrangements to place a container at 

our recycling site to collect 10 cent returnable containers as a fund raiser for the Nordic Ambulance.  D. 

Oman made a motion to approve her request with the conditions that they provide, maintain and empty 

the collection container and that they have suitable storage off site to sort and store the bottles and 

cans that they collect.  The motion was supported by G. Wille.   All voted in favor no one was opposed 

the request is approved. 



 

 

Communications no action required.  The DNR site visit for the Solar Farm was canceled and no date has 

been set yet. 

Norway Lake Park Improvements visit was canceled.  No future date has been set yet. 

Change is zoning needed for a Solar Farm has not been determined yet due to Corona Virus shut downs. 

Citizens Time was offered and no one responded to the call. 

Board Member Privilege: 

D. Oman suggests that we look at putting crushed rock between the blacktop and the ball field fence 

and construct flower or shrub garden over the old septic tank that is sticking up.  Requests that we seek 

bids or proposals to replace the sidewalk in front of the community center and at the same time include 

removal and repair of the asphalt in front of the basketball hoop.  The asphalt is sinking in and broken 

and is a hazard. Provided information on FEMA Flood Plan community and discussed the pros and cons 

of adopting a Flood Plain plan.  A&L Metal from Escanaba will be bringing a metal dumpster to the 

recycling site hopefully in about another week.  Tuck has requested a torch to use up there so that he 

can cut down metals to more easily handle and put more into the metal dumpster.  D. Oman will get the 

costs to the township for obtaining tanks and bring it to the next meeting.  Expressed concern that state 

revenue sharing dollars will be declining and perhaps significantly so we as a board need to keep an eye 

on that.  Discussed applying for a ParPlan grant to remove the trees in the cemetery that need to be 

removed, D. Oman will look into it. 

D. Dixon.   A reminder to order Port-A-Johns for the cemetery and the ball fields.  A Street light is out on 

the corner of the Norway Lake Road and Felch Mountain Road.  We need to go up on the hill and look at 

some of the blighted areas up there and discuss cleaning up it with the property owners. 

The board went out and looked at the problem with the old septic tank, the asphalt in front of the 

basketball hoop and possibilities for gravel or stone between the blacktop and ball field fence and then 

returned inside. 

D. Oman made a motion to adjourn and the motion was supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor the 

supervisor adjourned the meeting at 7:28 p.m.  

 
Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk. 
 


