
 

 

November 5, 2019 Minutes 

The regular meeting of the Felch Township Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor Bob 

Mattson, all in attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll call was conducted and all board members G. Wille, M. Steinbrecher, D. Dixon, R. Mattson and D. 

Oman were present.  No one was absent.  Also present at the meeting:  Fire Chief Brian Anderson, 

Emmy Lou Harder, Cemetery Sexton Rebecca Pollack and Ms. Betsy Bloom.  Arriving at 6:20 was Ms. 

Samantha Anderson of Felch. 

Citizens Time:  Ms. Harder addressed the board.  She would like to put couches and furniture in the 

corner of the new addition to be used to play cards and do puzzles.  The senior site council would be 

responsible to move the furniture when the facility is rented out.   

Ms. Samantha Anderson stated she was representing the Senior Citizens Site Council and they want to 

know of the township is interested in renting them more space for offices and storage, they are thinking 

about renting space in the old doctor’s office. 

The Agenda was reviewed and approved. 

Minutes of the October 7th 2019 Regular Board meeting were reviewed.  D. Dixon made a motion to 

approve the minutes, supported by M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor the minutes are approved. 

Treasures Report was reviewed D. Oman made a motion to accept the report and place on file.  D. Dixon 

seconded the motion.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed the motion was approved. 

Budget report for 2019 2020 was reviewed.  And D. Oman made a motion to amend the budget adding 

$2,500 to the Supervisor, $4,000.00 to the Clerk, and $2,500 to the Recreation Cost areas.  G. Wille 

supported the motion.  Supervisor Mattson asked for a vote, all voted Aye, opposed, No one was 

opposed.  The supervisor declared the motion approved and the budget amended. 

Review and Payment of bills.  The Visa charges, Home Depot Charges were reviewed, as were other bills, 

and noted that the following bills will be due but have not been received yet in time for tonight’s 

meeting.  Anderson Nordic Grocery, Napa, Ace Hardware, Michigan Broadband, Waste Management, 

North Dickinson for sidewalk and parking lot salt purchases.   D. Dixon made a motion to pay the bills, 

supported by M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed.  The motion was approved. 

Fire Department Report.  Chief Anderson reports that the only call the past month was for a fire that 

totally destroyed the home owned by Jim Clement, the Sandstorm’s old house on the corner of M69 and 

Calumet Mine Road. 

 Custodians Report.  D. Oman reports that he got a text message about an hour ago that  Mr. Fuchs 

reported that he is not feeling well and won’t be at tonight’s meeting. 

Cemetery Report:   Ms. Pollack reports that she has had some requests for locating lots, and has been 

able to find them.  She did meet with Mr. Ted Mattson about finding and locating a lot for a marker to 



 

 

be installed.  There is a family who has requested doing a burial of cremains over the Thanksgiving 

holiday, and they were told it is fine as long as weather will permit.  It is going well and learning more all 

the time. 

Parks and Rec report:  Mr. Wille nothing to report. 

Board of Review:  Supervisor Mattson reports that he spoke to Mr. Paul Schuiteman about his 

appointment to the board of review and Mr. Schuiteman has declined to accept the appointment.  The 

clerk will advertise for a board of review member as we only have one new member and one alternate 

member. 

Supervisor Mattson reports that he has asked Mr. Jim Harris of the Dickinson County Road Commission 

to provide an estimate to the township for the cost to complete one quarter mile of Metropolitan Road 

from Norway Lake Road Junction to the Zion Church and one half mile of Six Mile Lake Road.  What is 

the township cost or what is 50% share for these roads to be fixed.  Supervisor Mattson has not heard 

back with the estimates yet. 

2020 Summer Tax Collection rate for the North Dickinson School is agreed upon at $1.05 per parcel.  A 

motion by D. Dixon, supported by G. Wille.  Steinbrecher, Wille, Dixon, Mattson all voted in favor, D. 

Oman abstained citing a conflict due to his employment at the school.  

Update- Digital Photos of Cemetery records.  D. Oman reports that he has a person interested in doing 

the work and will get started on the project in late November or December. 

DICSA is requesting that the counter tops in the big kitchen near the large sink be overlaid with stainless 

steel as the laminate on the counter top is wearing out.  Supervisor Mattson has measured and is 

getting the stainless steel piece made for the counter. 

DCRC Meeting Minutes are available. 

DCRC to measure the amount of crushed gravel and give an estimate for Forstroms Road to be repaired.  

Discussion was held, and decided that the portion of Oman Road that was previously graveled and is 

having trouble in the spring time should be patched and then if there is not enough gravel to fix all of 

Forstrom road at least fix the worse spots with what we have left and we will look into having more 

gravel crushed in the same area. 

Citizens Time- No one addressed the board. 

Board Member Privilege: 

D. Dixon: 

We still need to get the trees removed from the Norway lake Park and around the fence at the township 

community center sewage lift station.   R. Mattson states he will contact the DCRC again, they said they 

would remove them if they had time this fall.  Questioned if the well site has been winterized at the 

park?  D. Oman reports that the heater is on and insulation has been installed and that the water will 



 

 

stay charged until the park closes sometime after the deer season or weather dependent.  We should 

consider having the leaves in the park raked and removed in the fall time or at least part of it so we are 

not pushing to get it done in the spring time.  

Discussion about remodeling of the bathrooms.  D. Oman and R. Mattson will bring suggestions back to 

the board for specifications for the remodel with the goal of getting it out and advertise for bids in 

December for work to be completed this winter. 

M. Steinbrecher:  

 Nothing back from Lufts yet about printing costs for the tax bills.  Jim is working with Marilyn to get the 

information needed from the County Equalization to get the winter taxes printed. 

G. Wille.  Nothing to report. 

D. Oman.   

Cost quotes from Badger Automotive and Town and Country were received for the Boss Salt Spreader.  

With municipal discounts, and cash with order discount they will install it for $5,447.39.  Town and 

Country installed price is $6,300.00.  I will schedule the installation with Badger and pay Cash with order 

to get the best discount. 

Joe Nurmi, CPA has been contacted and he will do the work to setup a new version of QuickBooks, using 

the payroll module of QuickBooks, and setup the software using the new chart of accounts and assist in 

getting the data from the old version of Quickbooks into the newer version of Quickbooks. The estimate 

is $2,500.00 for the Quickbooks software and labor. However the total cost is an estimate only as the 

work will be completed on a time and materials basis. 

Provided an update on communication with owners of and the possibility of purchasing a small strip of 

property from the owners of the old Dixon Estate just west of the community center. 

Provided information about converting street lights in the township over to LED.  A cost proposal and 

estimate that came from the power company. 

Post office needs the interior walls fixed and painted.  We received a letter from the company who 

manages the leases.  They gave us a Nov 3rd deadline for completion.  However I did not get the letter 

until October 18th.  I have been working with the local post office as well as the post master from 

Norway Michigan to arrange to have the place cleaned out so that we can get to the walls to fix and 

paint them.  John Fuchs has agreed to do the work and trade for some car parts rather than be paid 

wages. 

Metal Dumpster was removed by the Company that bought Schneider’s Iron and Metal. They said they 

will no longer supply a dumpster.  D. Oman called A&L in Escanaba and they have not returned the call.  

R. Mattson will contact Copland Metal in Escanaba.  D. Oman also said we should consider the purchase 

of a tandem axel dump trailer that township employees could haul to the scrap yard, and have available 



 

 

on a rotating basis to haul away household garbage instead of renting the large each year.  We will get 

some figures together for the next meeting. 

No further business being before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was 

supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor, the supervisor declared the meeting adjourned at 7:31 p.m. 

 

 

Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 


