
November 2, 2015 

Minutes of the Felch Township Regular Board Meeting 

6:00 p.m. the meeting was called to order by Supervisor Mattson and all present stood and recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:  Present:  G. Wille, M. Steinbrecher, K. Sundholm, R. Mattson and D. Oman.  All board members 

were present no one absent.  Also present was H. DeGroot, Township Assessor. 

Supervisor Mattson started the meeting by calling before the board Mr. DeGroot to discuss the results 

of a recently conducted Audit of Minimum Assessing Requirements (AMAR) on behalf of the State Tax 

Commission.  The auditors documented four areas that need to be corrected.  Mr. DeGroot provided 

samples of the documentation that he has and then provided explanations of what the State Tax 

Commission wants.   The audit letter requires the Township Board to provide a corrective action plan no 

later than November 25, 2015 outlining the steps as well as the deadlines of when Felch Township will 

be correcting the deficiencies.  After considerable discussion it was agreed that it will take up to 2 years 

to correct the deficiencies.  The clerk will contact CUPAD and other Townships to determine the best 

course of action to get the GIS and Mapping completed, The Township agrees to purchase Apex 

Software for sketching by the Assessor, the clerk will get the software on order.  The townships BS&A 

Software needs to be updated by inputting all of the manual cards into the database.  Mr. DeGroot’s 

wife has experience inputting the data.  Mr. DeGroot will provide the township a cost estimate and 

estimated completion for her to input all of the date from the cards into BS&A.  Mr. DeGroot states that 

all parcels will need to be visited, measured and new photographs taken and states he cannot physically 

accomplish this task without help. The board agreed to hire someone to assist in this process both the 

township and assessor will think about who would be a good fit for this task.  M. Steinbrecher made a 

motion to have the clerk, supervisor and Mr. DeGroot draft and submit the corrective action letter on 

behalf of the township board to be completed before the November 25 2015 deadline.  Motion 

supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor the motion was approved.  Mr. DeGroot was excused from 

the meeting so he could attend the West Branch Township Meeting. 

Review of the October 5, 2015 Meeting minutes.  K. Sundholm made a motion to approve as written, 

supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor.  The supervisor declared the minutes approved as written. 

The Treasures report was reviewed.   D. Oman made a motion to accept the report and place on file.  

The motion was seconded by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, the motion was approved. 

Review of bills;  M. Steinbrecher made a motion to pay the bills.  G. Wille supported.  The supervisor 

called a vote, all voted in favor.  No one was opposed.  The motion carried. 

The clerk reported that the Chief called to be excused so he could attend his daughters volleyball game.  

The chief reported that the department purchased a used Boss Plow from North Dickinson School for 

$500.00 and an agreement that both parties can use the other parties plows if available in case of 

breakdowns. The department responded to two calls.  Mutual aid for a structure fire in Breen Township 



and the other was a motor vehicle accident in Felch Township.  Car v.s. deer then the car lost control 

and struck a semi-truck and trailer. Luckily there were no injuries- but major damage to the passenger 

car.  D. Oman reported that he received a Fire Department Application from Mr. Joey Fenner today so it 

has not been reviewed. 

Custodian Report:  Jim Challancin emailed the clerk today stating he was sick and would not be at the 

meeting.  His written report stated that he only had to report that he is still waiting for the circulator 

pump for one boiler but the 2nd boiler is working fine.  D. Oman reports that he will provide the phone 

number and name for the exterminator to meet at the community center with Jim to get a good 

estimate of costs to have insecticide applied to the center. 

Cemetery Report: Tom Harteau called the clerk and said he would not be at the meeting. Tom was doing 

a burial today.  He stated that he will be working nights for the County Road Commission.  He will be 

available for elections.  He also stated he wanted me to remind the township board about the counties 

role in applying Milfoil treatment on the lakes in the county.  He wanted us to remember that when 

discussing the county parks and the possibility of the township taking over the Norway Lake Park. 

Reminder of the meeting Wednesday November 3rd with the County Board.  The purpose of the meeting 

is to start discussion between the county and townships about county owned parks. 

Communications: 

 The clerk along with all clerks in the County received a letter from a group named Public Interest Legal 

Foundation.  They wanted information about our voting files and promised court action for failure to 

provide information.  The clerk answered the letter.    

The township received a notice from the Michigan DEQ of a permit issued to Tri-County Snowmobile 

Club to improve the trail near the community center across wetlands. 

Updated Building Codes was received and provided to the Supervisor. 

Mr. Dewy Solberg contacted board members, Steinbrecher, Oman and Mattson about a neighbor, Mr. 

Frank Neuman is encroaching upon Mr. Solberg’s property and on township owned property.  Mr. 

Solberg states he does not want trouble with Mr. Neuman, but Mr. Solberg would like the board to point 

out to Mr. Frank Neuman where the property lines are.  According to Oman, based on the messages 

written on the signs and stakes leads Oman to believe that Mr. Neuman recently posted no trespassing 

signs on the townships property and on Mr. Solberg’s property.  According to Oman, there is at least one 

vehicle and a snowmobile on township property.  Some of the township lots on Block 18 are being 

mowed and it is assumed that Mr. Neuman is responsible and it is an improvement.  After discussion the 

clerk was directed to write a letter to Mr. Neuman.  The board’s position is that the issue can be 

resolved in a congenial and neighborly fashion.   Mr. Solberg stated that the township board previously 

voted to sell the property in question (township owned lots in Block 18) to Mr. Solberg. The clerk 

verified Mr. Solberg’s statement and it is a matter of record in the minutes of April 5, 1975 the board 

approved the sale of the lots to Mr. Solberg. 



Board Member Privilege:   

A resolution to restate the townships 401 (a) Defined Contribution Pension Plan as mandated by the IRS 

to restate from time to time was made by R. Mattson and supported by M. Steinbrecher.  Roll call vote:  

G. Willie, M. Steinbrecher, K. Sundholm, R. Mattson and D. Oman – Aye.  Nay- none.  Aye=5 No=0 the 

resolution was adopted. 

D. Oman, stated unless objections are made,  he is going to need to hire someone to work on updating 

the voter Master Card file.  It was previously approved but not completed.   No objections were voiced. 

 D. Oman stated that he has not heard back from Ron Oman about fixing the Pavilion or the Awnings on 

the building. Raether Construction was contacted but he is busy.  It was approved that D. Oman contact 

Bob on the corner of M69 and Calumet Mine road to see if he is interested. 

D. Oman state he was contacted by the horseshoe club about getting the lights on the poles in the 

courts replaced.  They are willing to provide help in labor if the township can purchase new lights. 

D. Oman stated he has requested quotes to have the scoreboards in the horseshoes replaced.  They are 

getting pretty worn and faded. 

M. Steinbrecher moved and was supported by K. Sundholm that the township should honor the previous 

agreement to sell the lots provided that Mr. Solberg makes a reasonable price offer (market value) and 

agreeable terms for the transfer of title.  All voted in favor. 

K. Sundholm recognized Curt Mattson whose funeral was today and to express sympathy to the entire 

Mattson family including Supervisor Mattson on the death of his brother. 

No further business being before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn; supported by K. 

Sundholm.  All voted in favor the meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Darrell Oman 
Felch Township Clerk. 
 

 


