
 

 

October 7th 2019 Regular Meeting Felch Township Board 

The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. by township Supervisor Mattson.  All those present stood 

and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Roll call showed present:  M. Steinbrecher, D. Dixon, R. Mattson and D. Oman.  G. Wille was absent and 

excused by Supervisor Mattson.  Also attending were Fire Chief Brian Anderson and Cemetery Sexton 

Rebecca Pollack.   

Citizen’s time was offered and no one responded to the call. 

 Reviewed the Agenda and on a motion by D. Oman supported by D. Dixon to approve the agenda.  All 

voted in favor.  No one opposed.  The agenda was approved. 

Minutes Approval.  M. Steinbrecher made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 3rd board 

meeting.  Supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor, no one opposed.  The minutes were approved. 

Treasures Report.  D. Oman made a motion to accept the report and place on file.  The motion was 

supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor the motion was approved. 

Review and payment of bills.  Charges for the Visa and Home depot were reviewed; D. Oman stated that 

the bill expected from R. Carlson last month still has not been received.  D. Oman stated that the payroll 

taxes, a pickup mounted spreader, will also be due but not with the bills tonight.  M. Steinbrecher made 

a motion to pay the bills.  Supported by D. Dixon, all voted in favor, the motion to pay the bills was 

approved. 

Fire Department Report.  Chief Anderson reports the department responded to one emergency call on 

mutual aid to Sagola Township for an auto accident that had M95 shut down for several hours.  Also the 

chief met with ISO auditors and it looks promising that the fire classification of properties within the 

township may be improved. 

Custodians Report.  The pickup needs to go in for the Boss Snowplow to get worked on.   The LP boilers 

were turned on for heat today, the first time for the season.   

Cemetery Report:  Rebecca reported that she and the clerk Oman met at the cemetery and reviewed the 

maps and has started to work on learning the job.  A few questions have come in and she has answered 

them.  Questioned as to when the board plans to have a meeting about the cemetery, review ordinance, 

some questions about Green Burials.  Oman stated that he feels Rebecca should attend an MTA course 

on cemeteries and would be better prepared to provide input.  It was agreed, D. Oman will look to see 

about an MTA Course.  D. Oman and Rebecca reported that we do have someone who will do the digital 

photography of the record books.  However there is cemetery software that the township should look 

into for keeping records.  D. Dixon suggested that the solar light be taken down from the flag pole at the 

cemetery and stored inside for the winter.  D. Oman will contact G. Johnson and ask him to do that.  D. 

Oman reports that G. Johnson wants permission to go up to the cemetery and remove the piles of dirt 



 

 

next to the brown building and level off then have a load of top soil delivered and purchase a tarp and 

cover the pile for future use.  No one objected.  D. Oman will let G. Johnson know to proceed. 

Parks and Rec:  Jeff Anderson contacted Bob because they were offered a good deal on Sod from Lena 

Sod farm, supervisor Mattson approved the purchase of additional Sod.  Estimate was received from 

Northern Landscape for repairs to township fencing.  The estimate presented to the board does not 

include any work to the ball field fencing or backstops.  The  board agreed to hold off on any action until 

a bid is received that includes all fencing work that is needed.  The same crew that has worked on the 

big ball field has started some work on the little league field.  D. Oman reports that the work crew needs 

to have a load of screened top soil delivered this fall so they can complete some of the work and that 

the top soil is available immediately in the spring time.  They will look around to find suitable top soil. 

The Senior Citizens Tri-Township Site Council sent a letter to board members stating that DISCA and the 

Site Council need more storage and office space.  The letter stated that a representative would be 

attending tonight’s meeting.  However no one appeared before the board. 

Supervisor Mattson provided a copy of an email he received from the County Road Commission.  

Supervisor Mattson asked for board input on providing funding 50/50 to get the roads completed.  Half 

of the funds from the County and half provided by the township for the Metropolitan and 6 Mile Lake 

Roads.   Mattson was asked if he has any idea how much funding the township would be responsible for  

Mattson will re-contact Jim Harris to get more details.  The suggestion was to find out if they know how 

much they will dedicate to the projects annually so that we can determine whether we have enough 

funding to commit to the projects.  Mattson reported that the county wants to use township gravel to 

work on Forstrom Road.  Oman commented that he was not aware that the Forstrom road was on the 

townships  list of road work.  Mattson will find out how much crushed gravel we have left and try to 

figure out if we have enough for both the township park projects and county road projects.   Mattson 

stated he had some discussion with the Road Commission about the large holes in the Leeman Road on 

the end towards Sagola.  Mattson reported that the road commission plans to do an overlay from 

Leeman Road to rock outcropping corner. 

Mattson provided a letter about FEMA Flood insurance.  Mattson asked the board members to review 

the information for discussion at a future meeting. 

DNR letter regarding Auction of State owned property.  D. Oman stated that the school received the 

same letter and that the property is approx. 18 acres and runs along M69 and down the Mattson Road.  

It is nice property and would be a good building site. 

Paquin submitted two proposals for door replacement on the fire hall.  One with glass in the door the 

other without glass.  D. Oman made a motion to approve the proposal with glass in the door.  D. Dixon 

supported the motion.  All voted in favor, no one opposed the work is authorized. 

Update on Board of members.  Oman reports that he still has not heard anything back from Mr. 

Schuiteman.  R. Mattson said he will contact him and if he is willing to accept the appointment to the 



 

 

Board of Review he will have him contact the clerk to have the oath administered and document the 

acceptance of the appointment. 

Mattson requested an update for progress on additional campsites at Norway Lake.  Oman reports that 

he does not plan to look into or work on the project until November or December. 

Supervisor Mattson stated that he saw the “Our Town” the Iron Mountain Daily News and he felt it was 

nice to see the pages. 

Citizens Time was offered and no one responded to the call. 

Board Member Privilege: 

D. Dixon when the door is installed in the fire hall we should check to see if it can be pre painted.  D. 

Oman agreed and amended his original motion to allow additional cost to the door so that it is pre 

painted or is painted as soon as it is installed.  All voted in favor. 

M. Steinbrecher – still have not heard about the winter tax bill printing and mailing.  But that Lufts did 

get the down payment. 

D. Oman reported that he and Elisabeth Oman (election chair) attended a meeting along with the 

county clerk, and all of the areas township and city clerks at Quinnessec.  The meeting was about the 

new laws related to elections.   The township extra voted ambulance millage will expire this year in 2019 

with the winter tax collection.  If the township chooses to seek a renewal, then they should be prepared 

to present the issue to the voters during the elections next March.  If approved the funds will be 

collected in the winter of 2020.  The Tri-Township p will also need to seek a renewal for their millage if 

they so choose during the same election.   D. Oman also states he plans to order the salter/spreader this 

month and get it mounted on the pickup truck.  We will have to work out something with Mr. Fuchs to 

take on the extra work that will be part of the installation and setup task.  Also communications with 

road commission and the school is still ongoing for being able to load the spreader using county owned 

equipment. 

No further business being before the board, supervisor Mattson suggested the meeting be adjourned.  

D. Oman so moved, supported by D. Dixon, all voted in favor the supervisor adjourned the meeting at 

6:51 p.m. 

 

Darrell J. Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 


