
 

 

Felch Township Board 

Meeting Minutes September 2, 2014 

The regular board meeting was called to order by Supervisor Mattson at 6:01 p.m.  The pledge of 

allegiance was recited by all in attendance. 

Roll Call showed that Mr. Wille, Mrs. Steinbrecher, Mr. Sundholm, Mr. Mattson and Mr. Oman were 

present.  No-one was absent.  A quorum was declared.  Also present was Fire Chief Anderson, Cemetery 

Sexton Harteau, Custodian Anderson Brian Johnson and the Twp Assessor Henry DeGroot. 

Mr. DeGroot presented a completed L-4029 for the boards review.  D. Oman made a motion that Felch 

Township request 1.2913 mills be levied December 1st.  Support G. Wille.  The Supervisor did a roll call 

vote:  M. Steinbrecher-Yes, K. Sundholm –Yes, D. Oman – Yes, G. Wille –Yes, R. Mattson –Yes.  5=Yes 

0=No the Supervisor declared the motion approved.  D. Oman and R. Mattson signed the form on behalf 

of the township and the Clerk is directed to deliver the original to the County Equalization department 

as soon as possible but prior to the September 30 deadline. 

Citizens Time was offered no-one addressed the board. 

Review of the minutes of the August 2, 2014 minutes.  Supervisor Mattson declared the minutes shall 

stand approved without objection. 

Mr. DeGroot was excused and left the meeting at 6:10 p.m. 

Treasures report was reviewed and D. Oman made a motion to accept the report and place on file, 

support G. Willie.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  The supervisor declared the motion approved. 

The bills were reviewed and G. Willie made a motion to pay the bills, supported by K. Sundholm.  All 

voted in favor, opposed none.  The supervisor declared the motion approved. 

Fire Department Report:  Chief Anderson reported that the department responded to one roll over 

accident in downtown Felch by the phone company building, in which a power pole was snapped off.  

The provided traffic and scene safety until the power company arrived and fixed the downed lines.  

Chief also questioned the old stain cans that are in the fire hall.  Brian Johnson will take care of them. 

Custodians Report:  The incident in which the floor was damaged due to a decal being placed on the 

floor as a decoration at a wedding.  Kevin Sundholm worked on removal of the adhesive.  The renters 

were contacted about retaining the extra fees for the removal.  The renter agreed to forfeit the entire 

security deposit, and payment of the same shall be made to Kevin for his work.  The security deposit in 

the amount of $200.00 shall be deposited into the general fund and Mr. Sundholm paid from the 

general fund.  The boilers broke, UP Plumbing used parts from one to fix the second, and parts are on 

order to repair the boiler that is still down.  The Port-A-Johns can be picked up including the one by the 

pavilion.  The urinal in the men’s restroom is still plugged.  Bob Mattson will ask Mark to remove the 

urinal and unplug it when he comes to do the boiler.  If it is going to take too long D. Oman will get the 



 

 

school maintenance crew down to fix it.  Bob and Darrell will communicate on the issue.  Brian noted 

that he has 363 more work days till retirement. 

Cemetery Report:  Tom Harteau provided a report on a grave stone that was improperly installed and it 

violates the Townships Cemetery Ordinance.  Supervisor Mattson will write a letter asking the individual 

to meet with Mr. Harteau in the hopes that the matter can be corrected between the two of them so 

that it will comply with the ordinance.   The lawn mower broke down again and he used the Husquvarna 

mower while repairs were being made.   A future replacement mower was also discussed. 

D. Oman provided a report on the MTA’s  U.P. Session that was held in Marquette that he attended last 

Wednesday and Thursday.  In addition to general sessions he attended breakout sessions on Budgeting, 

DNR Grants, Elections, Zoning and Regulating Mining and Gravel Operations. A book on Township Fire 

Departments was purchased at the MTA summit and has been given to the Fire Chief to read.  It is highly 

recommended reading for all board members and the TTAA.  He also encourages others to attend 

training sessions. 

D. Oman provided an update on the fire number and mapping update project.  Mr. Siegler is done south 

of Felch Mountain and will continue north.  He will need help identifying residents of each, once all the 

fire numbers and roads have been visited and GPS coordinates obtained. 

Gravel:  D. Oman reported that Jim Anderson again had gravel crushed and the township has the 

opportunity to purchase 2,500 tons.  The estimate for the Oman road is 1,900 tons and we always need 

some gravel around.  G. Willie made a motion to have D. Oman purchase the gravel.  M. Steinbrecher 

supported.  All voted in favor, opposed none.  The Supervisor declared the motion approved and 

directed the clerk to complete the purchase transaction with Mr. Anderson. 

G. Willie made a motion to amend the budget in the amount estimated at $14,500.00 for highways and 

streets to allow for the purchase of the gravel. The motion was supported by M. Steinbrecher.  Roll call 

vote.  G. Willie= Yes, M. Steinbrecher=Yes, K. Sundholm=Yes, D. Oman=Yes, R. Mattson = Yes.  5=Yes 

0=No.  The supervisor declared the motion approved. 

Laptop Purchase.  D. Oman reports that he has not purchased the laptop yet. 

Supervisor Mattson thanked Kevin Sundholm for his work in getting the fencing project, and the netting 

fixed on the backstop in time for the Labor Day baseball tournament.  The place looks nice.  A good job 

and it would have not been completed without Kevin’s help.  Good job.  The mowing and general 

appearance looks much better. 

Board Member Privileges: 

G. Willie reminder that the Twp Association meeting will be held in Breen on Sept 15 and he will be 

unable to attend as he will be harvesting.  K. Sundholm reported that he will be out of town as well. 



 

 

M. Steinbrecher asked about the large dumpster for the fall.  It was agreed that we will schedule the 

dumpster so it is at the dump for the first weekend in October.   Reminder of the Township Audit on 

September 18th.   

K. Sundholm described that he was up at the recycling center after cleaning up at the community center 

after an event over the Labor Day weekend and there as a dog howling inside of the township building 

at the recycling center.  Supervisor Mattson will look into it with the employee who works up there.  The 

gate that was removed from the ball field he may be able to trade for some crushed mine rock.  Kevin 

was instructed to conduct a trade if he can.  The old toilets have baseball equipment in them.  And he 

discussed the possibility of refurbishing the men’s restroom at the community center, bringing the 

toilets into ADA compliance and replacing the stall dividers that are in poor shape. 

D. Oman, would like to consider a work session to discuss capital improvement projects and work on a 

five year plan later on this fall, perhaps November and holding the Truth in Budget hearing during 

February so that the budget review and approval process has more time.  Also that he requested that 

Superior Products out of Manistique stop by and provide an estimate to replace the bleachers by the 

little baseball field.  No further business being brought before the board, D. Oman made a motion to 

adjourn that was supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, the supervisor declared the meeting 

adjourned at 7:07 p.m. 

 

Darrell Oman  
Felch Township Clerk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


