
 

 

Meeting Minutes Felch Township Board February 5, 2019 

The regular meeting of the Felch Township Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor Robert 

Mattson.  All in attendance at the meeting stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call was conducted and all were present, Wille, Steinbrecher, Dixon, Mattson and Oman, also 

present;  Mr. John Fuchs Township Custodian and Ms. Betsy Bloom of Six Mile Lake. 

The Agenda was reviewed, amended and approved. 

Citizens Time was offered and no one responded to the call. 

The minutes of the January 7, 2019 board meeting were approved on a motion by M. Steinbrecher 

supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor, opposed none. 

Treasures report was presented.  D. Oman made a motion to accept the report and place on file.  The 

motion supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor, opposed no one. 

The township bills were reviewed and G. Willie made a motion to pay the bills, supported by D. Dixon all 

voted in favor, and opposed none.  The motion was approved. 

Fire Department Report- Chief Anderson was absent, G. Wille reported for the chief that they responded 

to one call for a downed power line in the Norway Lake area as a result of the ice storm. 

Custodians Report- The new mats have been installed, one additional mat is on order.  New 

handwashing soap dispensers have been installed.  The pickup truck is going in for an oil change and 

routine maintenance checkup. 

Cemetery Report- The flags and medallion order has been received.  Oman will ask Gary Johnson to pick 

it up from the school and inventory the order to make sure we got everything we ordered. 

Parks and Recreation Report.  G. Wille reports that the committee met Jan 28th and that they had 

discussions with John Benzee about revitalizing the baseball fields at an estimated cost of $6,000.00.  

They also had discussions about refurbishing the pit toilets by the baseball fields, camp sites at Norway 

Lake, adding power to the beach side of Norway Lake, Weed Control and a fishing pier at Norway Lake 

and Getting Wi-Fi installed at Norway Lake campground.  No estimates were given to the board for 

budget purposes at this time. 

DEQ reimbursement status for tire grant.  D. Oman reports that the paperwork was submitted via email 

to the DEQ. The Clerk has not had a response from the DEQ.  Oman reports he sent a follow up email 

last month as a group email; he will email them a second follow-up and send it as a group email. 

Supervisor Robert Mattson provided all board members a copy of a sample ordinance from the MTA 

Web site that would prohibit Marihuana establishments in Felch Township.  Mattson also stated that he 

sent all board members information on the same subject via email late this afternoon.  Mattson stated 

he thinks we need to move forward with an ordinance.  D Oman states he has a copy of the proposal 



 

 

from the last election that addressed recreational marijuana use.  The law that was recently passed is 

rather long if anyone wants to read or review it.  Dixon asked what the vote results were in Felch 

Township regarding legalization of recreational marihuana, Oman state he believes it was favored but 

will get the official results from the election and present it at the next meeting. 

Cemetery Sexton Position – No update 

CUPPAD Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy:  R. Mattson reports that he submitted the 

following projects to CUPAD- Norway Lake – build additional campsites with electric hookups.  To 

purchase or construct 25 additional picnic tables.  Total estimated costs for projects according to 

Mattson is $27,000.00 and estimated job creation is 6 plus 1 for construction. 

Township Elected Officials Pay .  D. Oman reviewed the MTA publication “Setting Compensation for 

Elected Officials” from the MTA.  Upon completion of the review by the board, D. Oman presented 

summary of a MTA Salary Survey from 2018 for Dickinson County Township Elected Officials pay rates. 

D. Oman introduced a Resolution to establish Township Supervisors pay at $7,800.00 per year, plus 

mileage and expenses effective April 1, 2109.  Supported by D. Dixon, a Roll call vote was conducted.   

Voting Aye was:  Wille, Steinbrecher, Dixon, Mattson and Oman.  No one voted no…  Ayes= 5 Nay = 0  

Steinbrecher introduced a Resolution to establish Township Clerks pay at $9,600.00 per year plus 

expenses and mileage reimbursements effective April 1, 2109.  Supported by D. Dixon, a Roll call vote 

was conducted.  Voting Aye was:  Wille, Steinbrecher, Dixon, Mattson and Oman.  No one voted no…  

Ayes= 5 Nay = 0  

D. Oman introduced a Resolution to establish Township Treasures pay at $9,600.00 per year plus 

expenses and mileage reimbursements effective April 1, 2109.  Supported by Wille, a Roll call vote was 

conducted.   Voting Aye was:  Wille, Steinbrecher, Dixon, Mattson and Oman.  No one voted no…  Ayes= 

5 Nay = 0  

Budget Amendment:  D. Dixon moved to amend the budget under the Cost Center for Health and 

Welfare -Ambulance by adding $4,000.00 to the cost center transferring funds of the Money Market.  

Supported by D. Oman, all voted in favor, and opposed no one.  The budget is hereby amended. 

Tower Repair:  American Tower has notified us that the cabling and installation for our emergency 

communications tower antenna does not meet their standards and has requested that we have it 

repaired or remove the equipment from their tower.  An estimate for repairing the cabling from 

Advanced Telecom Solutions LLC has submitted a proposal in the amount of $3,110.00 to correct the 

cabling to American Tower standards.  D. Oman made a motion to approve the proposal and ask them 

to proceed with the work.  The motion was supported by G. Wille.  Alll voted in favor the proposal is 

accepted.  D. Oman will notify the company.  It is also noted that the Tri-Twp Ambulance Authority is 

typically been responsible for payments or reimbursement to Felch Township for all expenses related to 

the emergency communications.   R. Mattson state he will bring this to the authority meeting in March 

or April when it meets next. 



 

 

Salter/Sander Purchase:  D. Oman explained about an idea of a shared agreement between Felch 

Township and North Dickinson Schools related to a sander/salter.  Both places are in need of parking lot 

treatments of sand or salt especially in the last few weeks.  The road commission has been excellent in 

providing help when they have time.   Sometimes however the roads need work at the same time the 

lots need attention.  So the idea was first brought to the school board.  The North Dickinson School 

board has approved the Superintendent to enter into an agreement should this board be willing to enter 

into such.  The agreement proposed is for Felch Township to purchase a pickup truck model 

sander/salter at an estimated cost of five-six thousand dollars and the North Dickinson School would 

supply the pickup truck to mount the unit on.   The school would provide insurance coverage for the 

pickup truck and pay operational expenses of the pickup truck.  The school would make arrangements 

for obtaining the salt/sand or a mixture of both and the loading of the material with the Dickinson 

County Road Commission.  Both Felch and North Dickinson will have use of the unit.   The agreement 

ends when the school truck is no longer useable for this purpose the township will remove the unit and 

the agreement has ended with neither party having any further obligation.  The schools pickup truck has 

a limited life expectancy of maybe two years and is under no obligation to continue to provide a pickup 

truck and the township is under no obligation to allow the school continued use of the sander/salter.  

After much discussion, G. Wille moved to approve the agreement and purchase of the unit, the motion 

was supported by D. Dixon.  A roll call vote:  G. Willie-yes, M. Steinbrecher – yes, D. Dixon – Yes, R. 

Mattson – No.  D. Oman abstained due to a conflict of interest as a school administrator.  The 

agreement is approved 3-Yes, 1- No 1-Abstain. 

Metro Act Extension:   G. Wille moved to approve a five year extension of the Metro Act agreement with 

AT&T, supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor, no one was opposed.  The extension of the agreement 

is approved. 

Citizen’s time was offered and no one responded to the call. 

Board Member Privilege: 

M. Steinbrecher will talk to Mike Roell about Felch Township charging only for postage for collection of 

school taxes.  It has been customary that the school pays the township $2.50 / parcel for collecting. 

D. Dixon.  Remember we need to burn the brush pile at Norway Lake Park when it gets closer to spring.  

We are going to have to start enforcement of our blight ordinance this spring. 

No further business being properly brought before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn 

supported by D. Dixon.  All voted Aye.  Supervisor Mattson adjourned the meeting at 7:08 p.m. 

 

Darrell Oman 
Felch Township Clerk. 


