
 

 

Felch Township Board Meeting June 6, 2016 

Supervisor Mattson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  All present stood and recited the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Roll call:  Board members Wille, Steinbrecher, Sundholm, Mattson and Oman present no one absent.  

Also attending the meeting Laurie Steele, Brian Anderson, Jim Challancin, Tom Harteau, Jim Collier, 

Jaqueline Schemmel, and Betsy Bloom, all of Felch Township and Joe Basso of Breen Township. 

Citizens Time:  No one addressed the board. 

The agenda was reviewed and adopted by the supervisor without objection. 

The minutes of the May 2nd 2016 were approved on a motion by Wille, supported by Steinbrecher.  All 

voted in favor. No one was opposed.  The minutes were approved. 

Treasures report was reviewed, D. Oman made a motion to accept and place report on file, supported 

by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, opposed no one.  The motion was approved. 

Review and discussion of bills- G. Wille made a motion to pay the bills, supported by K. Sundholm.  

Supervisor called for a vote, all voted in favor.  No one was opposed the motion to pay the bills was 

approved. 

Fire Department Report:   No fires this month.  The contract with Wolverine Fireworks Company has 

been signed and a down payment has been sent in. The balance of $1,500.00 will be due after the 4th of 

July fireworks. 

Custodians Report- More lights in the fire hall have been replaced.  A lockbox for township keys was 

purchased and is installed in the twp. office.  The spare key to the lockbox is in the township vault.  The 

bleachers have been finished and Jim will seal them in the fall.  Wireless card needs to be replaced in the 

computer it does not work all the time.  Board members and others present at the meeting 

complimented Jim Challancin on a job well done on the bleachers.  They look very nice and should last 

for several years. 

Cemetery Report:  Everything went smooth this Memorial Day.  K. Sundholm commented on how good 

the cemetery looked again this year.  Good job Tom from M. Steinbrecher and the board as a whole.  

Supervisor Mattson asked about the avenue of flags.  Tom said he is now putting them up and takes 

them down about Labor Day.  Oman commented that the flag on the main flag pole needs to be 

replaced as it is faded.  D. Oman will order the new flag.  A discussion about the tree removal due to 

disease spruce bud worm.  Previously the board authorized T. Harteau to remove the trees.  However 

Mr. Harteau stated that he just has not had the time to remove them.  Mark Anderson of MVA Logging 

is in the area with equipment and is willing to remove all of the dead, dying and diseased trees along the 

road on the north side of the cemetery as well as along the entire boarder.  After discussion D. Oman 

made a motion to authorize Supervisor Mattson to meet with MVA and to approve the work and 

removal of all of the trees that they deem necessary around and in the cemetery that they can reach,  



 

 

and then asked T. Harteau if he agreed or objected.  T. Harteau agreed with arrangement and had no 

objection.   Motion was then supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted in favor, no one opposed.  Motion 

was approved.    T. Harteau feels the other trees will have to be removed by hand that are inside the 

cemetery and cannot be reached with equipment from the road.  Then we will look at getting the 

stumps ground within the cemetery. 

Recreation Committee Report:  G. Wille reports that the Norway Lake Park is open and that they have 

started to work on a 5 year recreation plan for the township.  D. Oman reported that the horse shoe 

group replaced the scoreboards, painted, fixed the courts, hauled in new back stop materials.  It looks 

real good out there.  The ball teams using the small ball field reworked the infield and it looks good.   Jim 

Collier reports that they could use 4 or 5 more barrels to use as trash receptacles as the ones at Norway 

Lake Park are falling apart.  D. Oman will contact the Road Commission to see if they can get us some of 

the paint barrels as suggested by T. Harteau.  

A discussion about the well at Norway Lake Park.  Although it passed the tests for bacteria, the point 

well needs to be replaced with a drilled well to work correctly.  The current situation was discussed.  D. 

Oman will contact the Health Department and ask them to meet with the Rec Committee in order to 

help them determine any codes they will need to consider when deciding where a well should be drilled.  

Locating the well and pump house so that it will ensure that if down the road the plans are to update 

water supplies at the campsites, that the new system will allow for future installation. 

The draft job description for the Norway Lake Park Maintenance/Manager was reviewed and discussed 

with Jim Collier.  A motion by G. Wille to adopt the job description, supported by K. Sundholm.  All voted 

in favor.  Opposed no one. The motion was approved. 

Recreational Soccer Proposal.  Joe Basso of Breen Township made a presentation to the Township board 

about organizing a soccer league locally.  The proposal was previously reviewed by the townships Rec 

committee and they recommended that the soccer program use the big ball field in Felch for soccer.  

Tentatively July 19-August 11th.  D. Oman made a motion to allow Mr. Basso to use the big ball field for 

soccer program.  Supported by M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor, opposed no one.  The request is 

approved.  Mr. Basso was thanked for his effort to improve the opportunities for our local youth to 

participate in sport activities such as soccer. 

Weed control on the baseball fields.  Jim Challancin stated that Dewey Solberg volunteered to pay for 

chemical weed spraying of the infield.  It was noted by D. Oman that the infield of the small diamond 

looks good.  There was no chemical application.  Perhaps we should have a tow behind tiller to keep the 

infields weed free and level.  On the small field those using the field took care of it. No one is using the 

big field at this time so no one is taking care of it.  We all agree that the weeds do distract from the 

overall appearance and make it look poor.   After discussion K. Sundholm was appointed to contact Mr. 

Solberg to see if he is willing to donate and pay the costs of having the infield sprayed for weeds. If so 

we will find a reputable weed control company. 

Township property tax reassessment project is moving forward.  Nearly 200 out of the roughly 1,200-

1,300 parcels that need to be reassessed have been completed.  It is going faster than initially planned 



 

 

due to the additional help of Tom Harteau. Tom predicts will have a larger crowd than normal at the 

Board of Review after the updated property tax bills are mailed out. 

Farmers Market/Flea Market/Craft Market Project grant funding was received from CUPPAD in the 

amount of $4,500,00 (90%).  Brad Sheldon donated several hours of time with his backhoe digging test 

holes in the area to determine soil conditions under the project area.   Then Supervisor Mattson 

estimated the volume of fill that will be needed.  He obtained two bids for the project area.  Rod Carlson 

Jr. of Breen Township and Williams Construction of Sagola Township.  D. Oman made a motion to accept 

the bid from Rod Carlson in the amount of $5,815.00 plus extra work as needed due to estimates.  He 

was not only the lowest bidder but has done work for the township before and we have been very 

satisfied with his work.  The motion was supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor, on one opposed. The 

motion is approved. 

Zoning Ordinance.  The proposed zoning ordinance amendment was reviewed.  A public hearing was 

held May 10th at 6 p.m.  on the ordinance and no comments were received from the public.  The 

Planning Commission is recommending to the board that it adopt the new amended ordinance.  M. 

Steinbrecher made a motion to adopt, supported by  K. Sundholm.  The supervisor called a roll call vote:  

D. Oman – Yes, G. Wille – Yes, M. Steinbrecher – Yes, K. Sundholm – Yes, R. Mattson – Yes.  The 

ordinance is adopted by a unanimous vote of the board.  No one was opposed. The clerk was directed to 

publicly post/publish as required notice that the amended ordinance was adopted. 

Blight Ordinance.  Continuation of the discussion regarding this issue from last month’s board meeting.  

Supervisor Mattson has obtained Blight ordinances from other communities and provided them to the 

board members.   After discussion D. Oman moved to have the Planning Commission meet to discuss 

and draft a Blight Ordinance for Felch Township and report back to the township board.  Supported by 

G. Wille, all voted in favor the motion was approved. 

Part time temporary summer help.  Jim Challancin is authorized to hire Alec Challancin and Tyler Smith 

as needed for part time temporary summer help.  Paid scale is minimum wage. 

Security Camera updates.  The community center is completed and the dump area.  We have not 

completed Norway Lake Park yet because electric power outlet needs to be installed.  Jim Challancin 

commented that he felt the playground should have had cameras installed.  Jim also expressed that he 

does not like the camera pointing at the men’s bathroom door because he feels that privacy might be 

infringed upon if the bathroom door is left open.  Installation of a privacy panel was discussed, because 

if the camera can see in when the door is open, so can people. 

MJ Proposal for replacement of lights at Norway Lake as well as the Horseshoe courts was reviewed.  

Jim Challancin is willing to do the work.  The township will look into ordering the lights and renting a 

man lift and have Jim Challancin do the updates at an additional pay of $12.50 per hour.  D. Oman is to 

look into lift rental and purchase of the fixtures. 

Communications:  The supervisor has a copy of Act 51 from the DCRC for review if interested, along with 

the copies of the unapproved minutes for their last meeting. 



 

 

Citizens Time:  Tom Harteau spoke about loose garbage flying out of vehicles along the roadways on the 

way to the dump.  The townships policy is that garbage must be in a closed bag before it can be placed 

in a dumpster.  That rule is not being enforced.  Because it is not enforced people are driving down the 

road with loose garbage flying out of vehicles.  R. Mattson will address this with John Fuchs.  The 

township may provide bags at the dump and require people to bag garbage or take it back home with 

them. 

Board member privilege:  

D. Oman the Township Election Commission will meet at 5:45 on July 5th for the appointment of election 

inspectors for the August Primary Election, and other appointments and or business that is necessary. 

G. Wille- There was discussion about parks at the last Township Association meeting.  There seems to be 

good things happening at all the parks county wide.  This led to comments by D. Oman if the newspaper 

is correct, and that the county is spending nearly as much money on Lake Antoine Park alone this fiscal 

year as they spent on all of the parks in the county combined last year.  That is just not right.  The county 

was out of money for parks.  They spent $100K last year on all the parks and $94K this year on only Lake 

Antoine? 

M. Steinbrecher- The township audit was completed, we are waiting for our written copies of the audit 

to be received.   Nothing of big significance was found, but we expect there are going to be some 

recommendations for changes in the accounts we deposit funds into.  Things we can quickly change to 

match recommendations. 

K. Sundholm.  States he is impressed with the attendance at the MTA meetings and a reminder that 

Felch Township will be hosting the July 18th meeting of the township association. 

No further business being before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn supported by K. 

Sundholm, everyone voted in the affirm, no one opposed.  The supervisor adjourned the meeting at 

7:24 p.m. 

 

 

Darrell Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 


