
 

 

Minutes Felch Township Regular Board Meeting August 5th 2019 

At 6:00 p.m. Supervisor Mattson called the meeting to order.  All stood and recited the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the flag. 

Roll call was conducted all board members; G. Wille, M. Steinbrecher, D. Dixon, R. Mattson and D. Oman 

were present.  Also attending:  John Fuchs Twp Custodian, Leon Grunlund of Felch, and arriving at 

approx. 6:40 Becky Nord of Breen Twp. 

Citizens Time; Leon Grunlund provided the board an update on the work he has been completing at the 

Norway Lake Park and some of his ideas for future improvements and expansion.  Leon has done a very 

nice job and everyone is encouraged to go look at the work he has completed. 

Approval of the Agenda motion by R. Mattson, supported by D. Oman, all voted in favor the agenda was 

approved. 

The minutes of the July 1st board meeting were reviewed.  G. Wille made a motion to approve the 

minutes as written.  Supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor the minutes were approved. 

Treasures Report was reviewed and D. Oman made a motion to accept the report and place on file.  

Supported by D. Dixon.  All voted in favor and no one was opposed the motion was approved. 

Review and Payment of bills:  The Visa account charges were reviewed, Home Depot Charge account did 

not have any charges, other bills that will be coming but not on tonight list;  Nordic Grocery, Morin 

Excavating, Badger Sporting Goods, Lift Rental, Sprayer Rental, John Hancock and Halls True Value.  D. 

Dixon made a motion to pay the bills.  Supported by M. Steinbrecher.  All voted in favor, opposed no 

one. The motion to pay the bills is approved. 

Fire Department Report:  No report however Chief Anderson communicated with D. Oman and wanted 

to make sure that the Wolverine Fireworks invoice as in this month’s bills to be paid. 

Custodian Report:  Painting of the buildings down by the ball field will be completed by the end of this 

week.  The work has taken longer than expected and far more paint than was expected mainly because 

of the many years since it was last painted. 

Cemetery Report:  Gary Johnson had some medical procedures and is slightly behind on the upkeep.  

We hired two kids to help him in the next two days. He is back on track now.  Rebecca Pollock and 

Darrell met and he gave her the records and a training book from the MTA.  Darrell will continue to help 

her as she learns the job.  Also Darrell plans to hire a high school student to take digital photos of all the 

old records and store them so we have some sort of copies in case the records get damaged or 

destroyed.  R. Mattson mentioned that maybe the township should have the newer part of the 

cemetery that is not being used mowed instead of bailed for hay.  D. Oman will contact Alan Forstrom to 

see if he wants to bail it if not will make arrangements to have it mowed with a brush hog mower from 

the school. 



 

 

Parks and Rec Report:  They have 6 teams for the Labor Day weekend ball tournament.  Plans are 

moving right along for a real good weekend for the community.   G. Wille reports that Marquette Fence 

is supposed to meet with Jeff Anderson and give him an estimate to repair the ball field fencing.  John 

Benzie wants to purchase a tarp to cover the infield.  They ordered clay for the field.   Leon Grunlund 

reported that he has been down and looked at concern about the field not draining water.  Leon feels it 

needs culverts replaced and it needs some backhoe work.   Leon is willing to do the work if we 

reimburse fuel and purchase the culverts.  D. Dixon made a motion to approve his request.  Supported 

by G. Wille.  All voted in favor the motion is approved.  Jeff Anderson and others are to be commended 

for the improvements to the field.  It could have been completed without their volunteer work and 

efforts.  It is not unnoticed and it is appreciated by many.  D. Oman gave a report on the sound system 

for the field .  It was discussed and agreed that D. Oman should purchase a sound system that he feels 

will meet our needs.  The disc golf course has reportedly received a lot of use.  One camper reported 

that during the week they camped at the park that at least 20 groups used the course.  D. Oman stated 

that a citizen requested that the township make arrangement for disc’s to be available for rental.  After 

discussion D. Oman is authorized to talk to Nordic Grocery and see if they will rent the disc sets for the 

township and if they agree then D. Oman is authorized to purchase the discs and carrying bags.  D. 

Oman was asked about the application process to expand the campground park. D. Oman states he has 

not worked on it at all yet. 

Assessor Jim Waisanen informed Supervisor Mattson of interest in purchasing of the townships GIS 

shapefiles.  After discussion, D. Oman made a motion to authorize Assessor Jim Waisanen to negotiate 

the price and is authorized to sell the files in a manner that will be in the best interest of both parties.   

Supported by M. Steinbrecher.  The motion is approved. 

A request was made by a vendor to bid out the propane delivery at the community center.  After 

discussion, at this time the board will not be seeking bids. Naser Propane is the current vendor and has 

provided excellent service and very good pricing to the township. 

Board of Review Applicants:    Due to the death of Leroy Johnson and the resignation of Kevin Sundholm, 

Supervisor Mattson solicited interest for serving on the Board of Review.   Paul Schuiteman,  Rebecca 

Pollock and Lisa Casey have all expressed interest.  D. Oman made a motion to appoint Schuiteman and 

Pollock to the board and Casey as an alternate pending their acceptance of the office.  D. Oman noted 

that they need to be sworn the oath of office in 10 days.  M. Steinbrecher supported the motion.  The 

appointments are approved pending acceptance by appointed members.. 

Additional dumpster request by Dennis Hamby.  After discussion it was decided not to add an additional 

dumpster at this time.  Since the request from Dennis, the volume of trash has gone back down and the 

dumpsters on site are sufficient.  D. Oman feels the only way we will be able to get a handle on the 

amount of trash coming to us is to charge people per bag for disposal.  We are getting a lot of garbage 

from outside of our township because we are the few left that do not charge a separate fee for garbage. 

Supervisor Mattson reports that the tree removal in the Norway Lake Park will be completed this fall by 

the DCRC.  D. Dixon suggested that they remove the trees by the drain field at the community center.  D. 



 

 

Oman stated that we should contact Robert Smith and ask him to come and drop the trees so they don’t 

fall on the fencing.  D. Oman is approved to contact Robert Smith and negotiate a cost. 

Priority List for roads in the township was discussed.  Supervisor Mattson will contact Jim Harris to see if 

we can get a copy of the road commission’s priority listing for us to use when setting road priorities. 

Par Plan insurance plan was reviewed.  D. Dixon made a motion to renew the policy.  Supported by G. 

Willie all voted in favor. 

The board discussed kitchen rental with Becky Nord.  Becky also advised that they are trying to figure 

out a different way to cool foods down quickly for food safety.  They are exploring the possibility of an 

ice machine.  D. Oman stated they will need to get approval for the health department prior to 

installation of an ice machine if it is going to be used with food or for human consumption.  Also they 

need more refrigeration space.  

Board Member Privilege: 

G. Wille asked if the special meeting scheduled for August 13th is still going to be held to discuss 

cemetery issues.  All agreed that it will be held at 6 p.m. Rebecca Pollock will need to be notified so she 

can attend. 

D. Oman reported that he Health Department contacted him because during the inspection of the 

campground sites 10, 11 and 20 were under water and we need to get it corrected.  After discussion it 

was agreed that Supervisor Mattson will contact Rod Carlson and have him come out and see if we can 

hire him to placing gravel on the sites and install a culvert so the water has somewhere to go and grade 

the sites so that water won’t be retained. 

D. Dixon questioned the progress on blighted property.  Supervisor Mattson provided an update.  D. 

Dixon also suggested if we are going to have gravel work done at the park and cemetery then we should 

have the road into the recycling center fixed and graveled at the same time. 

M. Steinbrecher reported that the printing company in Powers has agreed to printing of the taxes.  

Assessor Waisanen and Marilyn still need to work out how address changes will take place. 

No other business being before the board, D. Oman made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was 

supported by G. Wille.  All voted in favor the meeting adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 

 

 

Darrell Oman 
Felch Township Clerk 
 

 


