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FELCH TOWNSHIP 
Dickinson County 
 

 
Community Description and Demographics 
Located in north central Dickinson County, Felch Township’s 

land area includes approximately 92,000 acres inhabited by 752 

people.  Most of the land area is forested, while residential 

development is concentrated in the community of Felch. 

Understanding an area’s population trends helps evaluate a 

community’s existing and future needs. These statistics will 

assist Felch Township in determining the direction of local 

capital improvements and related expenditures for recreation 

planning. They are also a useful tool in creating recreation 

guidelines for the Township.   

 

As seen in Table 1.1, with the exception of a population decrease 

from 1960 to 1970, the population of Felch Township has risen 

from 1970 until 2010. The percentage of population change 

from 1960 to 2010 for Felch Township is 47.7 percent.  While 

below the national average, this population trend is higher than 

that of Dickinson County as well as the state of Michigan.  

Age distribution groups are also key to understanding the needs 

of the community. By analyzing not just the population but also 

what age community members are, the Parks and Recreation 

Committee will be able to more clearly grasp the individuals in 

which they are representing. 

The age distribution of Felch Township, as displayed in Table 

1.2, is very similar to that of the State. The most significant 

difference between the Township and the State is the percent 

of individuals within the retirement age group, with 18.5 percent 

of Felch Township residents in this group compared to the 13.8 

percent for the state of Michigan. 

 

Table 1.1 

Population Trends 

Selected Areas 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 
% Change 

‘60-‘10 

Felch Township 509 444 615 705 726 752 47.7 

Dickinson County 23,917 23,753 25,341 26,831 27,472 26,168 9.4 

Michigan 7,824,965 8,875,083 9,262,078 9,295,297 9,938,444 9,883,640 26.3 

USA 179,323,175 203,302,031 226,542,199 248,709,873 281,421,906 308,745,538 72.2 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Years Cited 
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Understanding the geographic 

distribution of poverty in the region 

is useful as people in this situation 

are more likely to be in need of 

public transit and social services. 

According to 2014 American 

Community Survey data and as 

shown in Table 1.3, Felch Township 

has 7.2 percent of population below 

poverty level; that is more than half of the state and national 

totals.  

Utilizing demographic information such as population, age 

distribution, and population below poverty level in the planning 

process helps guide how to best create and maintain 

recreational facilities and programs for the communities in 

which they serve. 

 

Recreation Administrative Structure 

The Felch Township Recreation Committee is tasked with 

recommending ways to best meet the recreational needs of the 

community. The Recreation Committee is an advisory 

committee that reports to the Township Board, which is 

responsible for the provision and administration of local 

recreation opportunities in Felch Township.  The Township 

Board has the authority to commit funds for parks and 

recreation, accept grants and purchase land on behalf of the 

community. 

 

 

Table 1.2 

Age Distribution, 2014  

Age 
(years) 

Felch 

Township 

% of 

total 

pop. 

Dickinson 

County 

% of 

total 

pop. 

State of 

Michigan 

% of 

total 

pop. 

5 years 43 5.9 1,300 5.0 596,286 6.0 

PRESCHOOL AGE 43 5.9 1,300 5.0 596,286 6.0 

5-9 years 31 4.3 1,323 5.1 637,784 6.5 

10-14 years 21 2.9 1,756 6.7 675,216 6.8 

15-19 years 67 9.2 1,605 6.2 739,599 7.5 

SCHOOL AGE 119 16.4 4,684 17.9 2,052,599 20.8 

20-24 years 32 4.4 1,229 4.7 669,072 6.8 

25-34 years 57 7.9 2,646 10.1 1,164,149 11.8 

35-44 years 112 15.4 2,854 10.9 1,277,974 12.9 

45-54 years 93 12.8 4,176 16.0 1,510,033 15.3 

55-59 years 76 10.5 2,185 8.4 683,186 6.9 

60-64 years 59 8.1 1,912 7.3 568,811 5.8 

WORKING AGE 429 59.1 15,002 57.5 5,873,225 59.4 

65-74 years 75 10.3 2,570 9.8 724,709 7.3 

75-84 years 43 5.9 1,696 6.5 444,940 4.5 

85+ years 17 2.3 845 3.2 191,881 1.9 

RETIREMENT AGE 135 18.5 5,111 19.6 1,361,530 13.8 

Total 726 99.9 26097 100 9,883,640 100 

 

Table 1.3 

Percent of Population  

Below Poverty Level, 2014 

Felch Township 7.2 

Dickinson County 13.4 

Michigan 16.9 

USA 15.6 
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As a result of a lack of appropriations in the Dickinson County 

budget, Felch Township assumed ownership of Norway Lake 

Park for the price of one dollar. With this transition, the newly 

established Felch Township Recreation Committee has played a 

vital role in assisting the Township with this change. The 

Township’s current organizational structure is detailed below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Township funds recreational activities and projects as 

needed from the Township’s general fund.  The budget for fiscal 

year 2016-2017 ($26,550) is higher than that previous fiscal year 

2015-2016 ($7,800) as a result of the responsibilities associated 

with the acquisition of Norway Lake Park from the Dickinson 

County. During the 2016-2017 fiscal year, the Township has 

invested in maintenance equipment such as a commercial grade 

lawn mower in addition to other items related to acquiring 

Norway Lake Park.  

The campground at Norway Lake Park does provide limited 

income for the Township. The current camping fee at the park 

is $12 per night with every seventh night free.  

With the recent acquisition of Norway Lake Park, the Township 

has not finalized projected recreation budgets as the income 

from camping fees at Norway Lake Park and investments 

necessary to maintain the park have yet to be determined. The 

Township will review the revenue and expenditures annually to 

ensure that proper maintenance of both Norway Lake Park and 

the Felch Township Community Center can be completed.  It is 

expected that the projected budgets will be lower than the 

2016-2017 fiscal year as a significant portion of the 2016-2017 

recreation budget was attributed to start-up costs at Norway 

Lake Park. Projected budgets will return to a historically normal 

range, $6,000-$8,000 per year, with potential increases in 

budget as projects may warrant. 

One part-time township employee is tasked with maintenance 

duties related to the township owned parks. The township 

employee may work no more than 20 hours per week unless 

otherwise approved by the board.  

 

Volunteers/Community Relationships 

The Township provides and maintains recreational facilities for 

users but does not provide programming.  Those recreational 

uses that require organizing and scheduling are guided by 

community volunteers.  Township officials maintain an oversight 

role to ensure equitable usage among various groups and that 

  

Figure 1: 

Felch Township Park 

and Recreation 

Organizational Chart 
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timely and necessary maintenance is completed.  The Township 

sponsors the Iron Mountain North Area Little League baseball 

and softball while also providing the facilities for an adult 

baseball tournament that typically takes place Labor Day 

weekend.  The Township also provides and maintains a 

horseshoe area which is utilized during a summer men’s league.  

The summer of 2016 will be the first year that the township will 

be having soccer available to youth ages 6-12. The North 

Dickinson Soccer League will play in the ball field located at the 

Felch Community Center.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Township has also benefited from relationships with the 

volunteer fire department, North Dickinson County School’s 

industrial arts class, local businesses, and church and youth 

groups. These groups have either contributed time during the 

township park clean-up day, skills for labor intensive projects, 

and/or donation of supplies. The Township has had a long and 

successful relationship with various community organizations 

and is interested in expanding and strengthening these 

partnerships. 

Recreational Facility Inventory 

Each township or village owned or maintained recreation site 

has an accessibility rating associated with it. Ensuring that 

recreational sites are accessible to residents and tourists is an 

objective identified in this plan. Accessibility ratings are 

determined by the Felch Township Recreation Committee 

based upon the following ranking system:  

1.  None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines  

2.  Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines  

3.  Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines  

4.  All of the facilities/park areas meets accessibility guidelines  

5. The entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of 

universal design  

 

Within and near Felch Township there are a number of publicly 

and privately-owned recreational facilities.  These facilities 

provide a wide spectrum of recreational opportunities that 

township residents and visitors can enjoy year round. The Felch 

Township Recreation Committee provided the inventory of 

recreational facilities. 
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Felch Township Recreation Sites 
Owned by the Township 

 

 Felch Township Community Center                                                         
 Accessibility Assessment Rating: 3 

The community center is located along M-69 in Felch and the 

property is approximately 50 acres. Facilities include: 

 

o Pavilion 

o Community center building 

o ATV/Snowmobile trail 

o Current development of a 

Market area 

 

o 2 baseball fields 

o Horseshoe area 

o Playground equipment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norway Lake Park 
Accessibility Assessment Rating: 1 

This 15-acre regional park is located in the 

southeast portion of Felch Township, along 

the eastern shore of Norway Lake, about five-

miles north of the community of Felch. Only 

non-motorized boats are allowed on the 

Lake. The camping fee for Norway Lake Park 

is $12 per night, with the every seventh night 

free.  

o 800 feet of waterfront 

o 300 foot swimming beach 

o Parking area 

o Picnic tables 

o 20 camp sites with electricity 

o Sand volleyball court 

o Boat launch 

 

 

 

o Playground equipment 

o Benches 

o Basketball court 

o Softball field 

o Pavilion 

Recreational Sites Located in Felch Township 
Not Owned by the Township 

 

  Genes Lake Campground and Boat Access 

This MDNR owed campground is located approximately 6 miles 

northwest of Felch along County Road 422. This site is 

approximately 800 acres.  

o 14 rustic campsites 

o Two boat launching sites 

o Wildlife viewing area 
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Pickerel Lake 

Pickerel Lake is located 2 miles southwest of Ralph and is 

approximately 71 acres. This is a DNR facility. 

o Boat access 

o MDNR owned boat launch 

Six Mile Lake 

Six Mile Lake is located 3 miles west of Felch and is approximately 

96 acres. This is a DNR facility. 

o Boat access 

o MDNR owned boat launch 

o Pit toilet 

o Parking area 

Solberg Lake 

Solberg Lake is located northwest of Felch and is approximately 19 

acres. This is a DNR facility. 

o MDNR owned boat launch (rough boat access only) 

North Dickinson School 

The North Dickinson School is located at W6588 M-69 in Felch. 

The site is approximately 69 acres. Facilities include: 

o 2 tennis courts 

o Playground 

o Football field 

o Track 

o Gymnasium 

o Auxiliary gymnasium  

 

 

There is also land available to Felch Township residents for year 

round recreational day use, including 70,177 acres of 

Commercial Forest Reserve (CFR) lands in Dickinson County.  

Copper Country State Forest also has 220,000 acres of public 

land available for a variety of outdoor recreational 

opportunities.  The Michigan snowmobile trails are sources of 

recreational land available for seasonal use throughout the 

areas of the Lake Antoine Trail, Loretto-Felch Trail, Loretto Loop 

and Felch Grade Trail. 

 

Grant History 

Felch Township has received three MDNR Recreation Grants. 

Applicant Project No. Project Title Grant Amount 

Felch 

Township 
26-00988 

Felch Township Tennis 

Courts 
$13,247.30 

Description: Develop .5 acres: site preparation and landscaping, 2 tennis 

multi-purpose courts, engineering and associated costs, and LWCF sign 

Project Year: 1977, Grant Closed 

Applicant App. No. Project Title Grant Amount 

Felch 

Township 
26-01104 B2 

Felch Township Rec 

Center 
$5,037.00 

Description: Play equipment, skating rink with pump, toboggan area, 

archery, horseshoes, LWCF sign.  

Project Year: 1980, Grant Closed 

Applicant App. No. Project Title Grant Amount 

Felch 

Township 
CM00-375 Felch Recreation Project $27,000.00 

Description: Renovation of playground and installation of safety fencing.  

Project Year: 2000, Grant Closed 

 

o Bathroom facilities 

o Parking area 
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Planning Process 

The Felch Township portion of the Regional Recreation Plan was 

updated to correspond with the changing recreation needs of 

the area. The Felch Township Parks and Recreation Advisory 

Committee was instrumental in preparing this plan as they took 

the time to evaluate current recreation facilities, and to reach 

out to those that utilize recreational parks and facilities. CUPPAD 

Regional Commission staff met with the Felch Township Parks 

and Recreation Advisory Committee while creating a draft of the 

plan.  

A seven-question online survey was created in an effort to gain 

a broad spectrum of public input. The survey was available on 

the Felch Township Website, Facebook page, and paper copies 

were available at the Norway Lake Park campground. In total 50 

surveys were completed. A copy of the survey along with a 

summary of the survey results are provided in Appendix X. 

According to the survey results, the top recreational activities 

that respondents and/or their families partake in include: fishing 

(85.4%), boating (81.3%), playground visits (64.6%), watching 

wildlife (60.4%), and picnicking, watching sporting events, and 

walking/hiking (58.3%). Complete survey results were analyzed 

by the Felch Township Parks and Recreation Advisory 

Committee to ensure alignment with the 5-Year Recreation Plan 

and the needs of the community in which it reflects. 

 The plan draft was available for public comment beginning 

01/25/2017. The draft plan was available at the Felch Township 

Community Center, the townships web site 

www.felchtownship.com or by contacting the township clerk. 

The public comment period notice and details of the public 

hearing were published in the Iron Mountain Daily News on 

01/28/2017.  

The Felch Township Board adopted the plan at is 02/06/2017 

meeting after holding a public hearing on the same date.  Three 

citizens addressed the board at the public hearing.  Two simply 

stated that they reviewed the plan and supported adoption of 

the plan.  A third commented that the board should consider 

hiring a grant writer to apply for grants when the time comes.  

The board will take that suggestion into consideration when the 

time comes. 

Goals and Objectives 

The objectives identified in this plan help guide recreation 

related decision-making.  Consideration of the recreational 

policies should lead the community toward the attainment of its 

goals. The following goals and objectives should serve as 

guideline toward development strategies. 

 

Maximize use of recreational opportunities 

offered by the areas natural environment while 

also placing an emphasis on maintenance and 

continuous improvement of facilities. 

 

Objectives: 

o Facilities should be designed to complement the 

surrounding natural quality of the area. 

http://www.felchtownship.com/
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o Whenever possible, the Township and private interests 

should coordinate the development of recreation facilities 

and programs. 

o Proper maintenance should be ensured for all facilities. 

o When suitable, existing facilities should be repaired before 

new ones are built. 

o The Township and concerned organizations and individuals 

should develop programs and incorporate designs to reduce 

vandalism. 

Basis for Objectives: 
Maintenance and continuous improvement of facilities and 

parks was the most widely supported priority listed on the 

survey with 91.84% support. Complementing the surrounding 

natural quality of the area is an important aspect in creating 

recreational spaces that are valued by residents and visitors. 

Ensuring that recreational facilities are safe is a priority and 

efforts to reduce vandalism will enhance visitor experience.  

 

 

Provide a wide variety of recreational 

opportunities to all residents and visitors 

of Felch Township. 

 

Objectives: 

o Projects should be easily accessible to all residents and 

visitors. 

o Whenever possible, facilities should be for multiple and/or 

year-round use. 

o Develop and maintain trails and pathways 

o When appropriate, amenities such as restrooms, night 

lighting, and electrical power should be incorporated. 

 

Basis for Objectives 
As survey results indicated, residents and visitors of Felch 

Township participate in a variety of recreational activities and 

they would like to have access to recreational facilities that 

accommodate those activities. Also expressed by survey 

respondents, is the desire to have facilities that are designed 

and upgraded with ADA accessibility. 

The public input provided by the online survey and 

demographic data collected in the creation of this plan 

influenced and supported the goals and objectives identified 

above. The Action Program provides specific projects that align 

with the goals and objectives earlier listed. 

 

Action Program 

The recreation development schedule reflects a number of 

valuable recreation projects to enhance the quality of life for all 

demographic groups. Projects reflect the needs of the 

community as expressed through public input and under the 

guidance of the Felch Township Recreation Committee. These 

projects were selected in accordance with the identified goals 

and objectives.  
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Recreation Development Schedule 

Felch Township 

Project  Year 
Cost Estimate/  

Funding Sources 

Manage weeds in the swimming and 

boat launch area at Norway Lake Park 
2017 

$5,000 (Initial) 

$1,000 (Annually after 

initial weed management) 

General Fund 

Electrical upgrade at Norway Lake 

Park 
2017 

TBD 

DNR Grant 

Local Match 

Drill new well at Norway Lake Park 

including pump house and spigots 
2017 

$10,000-$15,000 

DNR Grant 

Local Match 

Establish and make available public 

WiFi in the campgrounds 
2017 

$85 per month during 

months used 

General Fund 

Expansion of Norway Lake Park 

campground sites 
2018 

$40,000 

DNR Grant 

Local Match 

Repair pit toilets at Felch Township 

Community Center 
2018 

$2,000 

General Fund 

In-kind labor 

Enhance picnic area at Norway Lake 

Park by replacing grills and picnic 

tables while ensuring that some tables 

are ADA accessible 

2019 
$5,000 

DNR Grant 

Local Match 

Replace pit toilets at Norway Lake 

Park 
2019 

Rest room park side - 
$17,000 

Rest room lake side - 
$13,000 

DNR Grant 

Local Match 

Recreation Development Schedule 

Felch Township 

Project  Year 
Cost Estimate/  

Funding Sources 

Resurface basketball court at Norway 

Lake Park 
2019 

$15,000-$20,000 

DNR Grant 

Local Match 

Increase accessibility to boat landing 

and create fishing pier at Norway 

Lake Park 

2019 
TBD 

DNR Grant 

Local Match 

Increase accessibility to the little 

league field at the Felch Township 

Community Center 

2020 
$2,500 

General Fund 

In-kind Labor 

Expand trail opportunities within Felch 

Township for multiple user groups 

(walking, hiking, biking, cross country 

skiing)  

2020 

Co-op with school and 

other municipalities & 

user groups 

TBD 

DNR  Grant 

Local Match 

Explore means to enhance the 

marketing and signage of recreational 

facilities 

2020 
$10,000 

DNR Grant 

Local Match 

Construct a soccer field in Felch 

Township 
2021 

$25,000-$50,000 + 

 cost of land acquisition 

DNR Grant 

Local Match 

 
 

The Recreation Development Schedule is the product of what 

the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee believes to be the 

best means to meet the current and future recreational needs 

of Felch Township residents and visitors. The township 
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recognizes that in planning for an ever-changing recreational 

future, projects may not become apparent until after this plan 

has been completed. With that being said, the township is 

committed to fulfilling the identified goals and objectives of the 

recreation plan. 

 


